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CATECHISM 


Wherein is opened and explained, 
Notonely the Six Fundamental Points ſet 
down, Heb. 6. 1. 


Butalſo many other Queſtions of higheſt 


' concernment in Chriſtian Religion. 


Wherein is ſtrong meat for thoſe that are 


grown, and milk for babes, in a very ſhort 


Catechiſm atthe end, cxcceding needfull 
for all Famil es, in theſe jguoranc 
and unſerlcd Times, 


Written by Chriſtopher Blackwood, a ſer- 
| vant of Curi1sT. 


——— — 


"The third Edition, with Addition. 


— 


1 Theff 5. 21. Prove all things : holif-ft chat which is good, 

2 T-m. 1.12. Hold faſ? the form of ſound words which thou haſt heard. 

Luke 3. 34 /t (cemed good to me to write, that thou might ſt know the 
certainty of theſe things wherein thou haſt been inſtrufted, 
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LONDON, 


Printed for Giles C alvert, at the black Spread-Eaele at the 
- Weft-cnd of Pauls. 165 8, 
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The Epiſtle to the Rzavezs, 


Bc O preach unto people, and not to catechlze 
them, 1 take to be 4 building without laying 
4 foundation. Hence the Apoſtle firſt laid 
the foundation of the ſix Principles, Heb, 
6,1,2. Not Jaying 2gain the founda- 
tion of Repentance from dead works, of Faith 
towards God, of the doQrine of Baptiſms, and laying 
on of hands, of the Refurre&ion of the dead, and 
of the eternal Judgment, After which Pattern, I have 
propoſed unto thee, the Reader, a form (1truſt) of ſound 
words, wherein thou mayſt inſtruct thy Family. That 
thou mayſt doit the better to thine own comfort, and 
their edification, take theſe direfions. 
Firſt, cauſe thy children & ſervants t0 commit to me- 
mory the ſhort Catechiſm which is at the end of the Book, 
Secondly, En ery time thou doſt. catechize inthy Family, 
which ! would have thee to ao once every week at leaſf, 
read and explain to them one or two of the larger que- 
10115; and ao them and me that favour, as teturn tothe 
places of Scripture, which. for breuny ſake, I conld not 
write don'n, andread them, and ſhew them how th 
alleadged Sriptures prove the point in hand. : 
Thirdly If thy ſervants & children be more towardly or 
more ingeniouſly bred,or more quick wited,let them learn 
without book the larger Catechiſm:but if they be more ſlow 
A2 an 
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To the Reader. | 
and uncapable, let them onely learn the ſecond, and oft 
read and expound t0 them the former, remembring that 
narrow month'd veſſels can receive liquors poured into 
onely by degrees. Y 6c 
Fourthly, Pray for ableſsings upon the Inſtruitions, 

without which, thy pains will not be effeFual.. 

If thew art different in judgement from me in ſome one 
Point propoſed, yet let not that hinder thee from inform- 
ing others in thereſt of the Points wherein we are agreed, 


If upon pretence of errour in ſome one Point, —_— | 
ould- 


be drawn away with erronr; take heed that the gs 
e 


Conceal the whole from thy Family, for fear they 


herein contained, which thon acknowledzeſt ſound, 

nor a witneſs againſt thy mis-guided Zeal ( mingledwith 

Cruelty \in the day of the Lord. 
And feraſmuch as thou Ives in times wheretu many, 


for want of ſound Principles laid at firſt, goa whoring 


from God after ſundry, dangerous, and deftruttive Er. 


r0urs, let it be thy care to train np thine inthiir youth, 
in the way of Truth, that they may wot depart from it- 


w enthey are old. | 
Fo heartily deſiring that theSpiris of Grace would make 


theſe Inftruitions home v0 thy heart which I preſent t0thy 
eje and car, 11ake my leave, and reft. 


Thine affeQionate friend, 
inthe bowcls of Jeſus Chriſt; 


Chriſtopher Blackwood. 
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A Short Catechiſm; 


As at all times uſeful, fo eſpeci-' © 
ally in theſe unſetled times, * 


wy? 
þ4 


Queſt, FJ a Hat ground: have you to prove there 
| 'U {{h} is a Gody 7 
Anſw. 1.The word of God proves. 
41 it, & ſodoth the creation of Hea- 
WA ven and Earth, Pſal. x9.1. 
2. By the confeffion of all Nati 
ons, Roms 1. 20, no people-(o bat 
barous, that a1e without a God, 
though moſt men are ignorant of the t-ue God, Fſal. 19.3. 
2 By the order of cauſes: of every effc& there muſt needs- 
be 2 cau'e, till we come go the firfi univerſal cauſe, x Cor. 8, 6. 
4. By the Confſciences of wicked men, who having ſinned 
arc afrzid of being puriſh'd by ſome ſupream Judg, Row, 2, 
5. By the Providence of God, ſeen tr. In diſperfing puniſh« 
ments to.ch* ungod!y; Pſal. 9. 16. and rewards to the rightes 
uos, Pſal. 58. 11. 2. In m>king proviſion for all Crea-ures, 
Pſal. 1 © 4. throughour. 3. In the fi:ting one thing for another, 
25-the eye and colour,and light and the air,a thin body,through 
| A3.- EOS Which - 


'2 A Seul-ſ.arching Catechiſns. 


which colours are ſenc to the eye, 4 The aRions of unresſon- 
able creatures aboye their ability, as the Ant Spider, &c. the 
ordering of contraries to uni:y. 

6. There is a Divel that ſuggeſts evil, therefo:e there is a God 
that ſuggeſts good motions; and though he be not ſeen, no more 
is che winde, or ſoul of man, 

Q. What are we to conſider in Ged? 

Anſ. 1. His nature; 2, hi> Kingdom ; 3. his works, 

Q, What are we to con{ider concerning his nature ? 

Anſw. The Upvity of the Eflence, together with the Trinity 
of Subfiſence z how that the Godhead {ubſiſteth in the being 
of Father, Sor, and Huly Ghoſt ; yet they are not three Gods, 
but one, 2 J-h». 5. 7. Muth. 28. 19. 

Q. Canweurderſtand God in his eſſence, as he is? 

Aznſw, No further than he hath revealed himſelf; yet we 
know him, by conſidering all the perfeRions that are in any 
creature 3 as wiſdom, Juſtice, bounty, bolineſs, mercy, ſtrength; 
and aſcribing them all ro him. 2. By removing all the imper- 
feRions that are in any creature frem him ; ſo we ſay God cans 
Not die, nor ſuffer, nor fin, T Tm, 1. 16. | 

.Q. How prove you the Father to be God ? | 

Ar ſw, 1 Cor. 8. 6. There is to us but one God, the Father, 
Gal. &- 1. God the Faiher, who raiſed him from the dead. 
x Per, I. 2. Through the foreknowleag of God the Father, 

_ 3 FR 
1 Q. How prove you the Sontobe God ? 

Anſw. Becauſe the Scripture calls him God ever all, bl:f4 
for ever, Rom. 9. 5..Phil. 2.6. He thought it no robbery to 
be equal with Goa. Beſides, none bur God could mike che 
world s now Ciniſt made the world, 1 Feh. 1-3, 10.Col. 1.15, 
16. Heb.1r.2. Alſo the Saints have pray'd unto bim, as well as 
unto the Father ; Atts 7.59, Stover cryed Lord Jeſus receive 
my ſpirit, Heb. 1. 6. When he bringeth hrs firſt beg'tten into.the 
world, he faith, Let all the -ingels of God worſhip hims, 

Q. . How prove you the Holy Ghoſt to be God? 

Anſw. Btcaule we are. baptized into his name, and received 
into Covenant by him, as well as by the Father and'Son; and he 


promiſes pardon of fin, and cternall life, Marth, 28.1 go Again, 
the 


eMA'Sout ſearching Catechiſm, 3; 
the Scripture calls him:God, At, 5, 3, 4; Why hath Stan fil. 
ledthy heart to lye tothe Holy Ghoſt Þ thru haſt nat lyed nnts 
men, but unto God, T,Cor. 3.16. Know ye not that ye are 
the temp'e of God? compared with 1. Cor. 6. 19, Know ye wot 
that your bedy is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt ? he that in one 
place is called the Holy Ghoſt,in the other js called God. Heb, 
3- 7. compared with Iſa. 9 5.'7. in the Hebrews it's ſaid 7 hey. 
zempted the Holy Ghoſt :-in the Pſalmes,. They tempted God. 
AFts 28. 25. compared with /fa. 6. 8.;n the Atts its ſaid, The 
Holy Ghoſt ſpake to Iſaiah : bucin ſa. its laid, the Lord ſpake 
#uto him, yea, the Lord wheſe train filled the t:mple. 1, Cor. 6; 
20. the Apofle ſaith, We are not our own but the Holy Ghoſts : 
therefore he hath abſolute power over us. Now God alone hath 
abſolute power over us. Yea, he bids us g/orifie God with our 
bodies. Now what God means hes ſaye.che Holy ghoſts whoſe 
bodies he call'd his temple ? 

7 Further, his Godheadappears, becauſe he ſearcherh'all things 
geathe deep thirgs of God, x. Cor. 2, 10,11. As the minde of 
a man knows all the things of man,becauſc ir is in him;ſo doth 
the Spirit of God know the things of God, Att: 9: 51. Tow do 
always reſiſt the Holy ghoſt, as your fathers did; : Now whom 
did their fathers refhiſt in the Books of Moſes, but God ? 

Befides, his Godhead was ſeen, in inabling perſons to-ſpeak 
with tongues of all'ſorts, without any teaching of them by 

man, Atts 2, | -+ 24 

Q. Whether is the Holy ghoſt only a motion, cftion, or ope- 
ration, whereby God works effe&tnally inthe hearts of tie 
eleft; or whether is he an und:r/tanding, willing, working 
ſubſtance ?” 

A He is an underſtanding; willing,working ſubſtance,becauſe 
he is ſaid to be blaſphemed, Marth.1 2:30, 31. Now an aQion 
cannot properly be ſaid ro be blaſphemeo, bac a perſon. Agairs 
the ho]y Spirit is ſaid to be a Comforter, & to teftifie of Chiift, 
John 15. 26: When the Comforter is come, whom 1 will ſend un- 
to you, he ſhall teſtifie of me : therefore a perion, Aﬀts 13. 2. 
The Holy ghoſt bade ſeparate-Pavnl ard-Barn: bas for the.-works 

ea, he ſets averſeers oyer Gods fl-c,. 4 &s *0: 28; Als 35, 
18 1t ſeems good tothe Holy ghoſt and ome It nn leem'd good 
IG- 
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to him then he is a perion indued with unde: ſtanding, Ay 16. 
6.The Holy Ghoſt foibad theAp.files io go toFEryg « & Bithya 
ni4, and bad them goto Mac: dv #1; |-c:u'e he c mmandsand ; 
forbids. he is a Subliance. R:'m.y. 5. :he love of -God is laid 
to be (hed abro.:d in owr brat. by the Hely Ghoſt, The Apoſtle | 


herein puts a full diffcrence bet *1xt the gifts of God) & re How 


ly Ghcſt, Beſides, 1. Cor, 12. 18. He diltiibures gitts.co every 
one ever «s he pleaſcth : therefore be is a perion or ſubſtance ; 
Iſa. 48.16. 

Q. #hither is the Holy Ghoſt equall with the Father and 
Son? 

Anſw. Yes : 2 Cor. 13. 13. The grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the love of God, and eammunion of the holy Ghoſt, 
bewihyou. TheApoſile joyns the holy Ghoſt with the other per= 
ſons in prayer. 1 John 5- 7. theſe three are one: Pſal. 33. 6.all 


the hoſt of Heayen was made by the Spirit, as well as by Fatker 


and Son, Ger. 1. 2. 7 he Spirit of Ged moved upon the waters, 
[The holy Ghoſt alſo takes ys intoCovenant,and in his name are 


we baptized. Marth. 28. which were unlawful, were he nor God 
equal with the Facher. The holy Ghoſt m>kes covenanc with us, 


Heb, 16. 13,16. the holy Ghoſt is a witneſs to us: for after he 
had ſaid betore, T his is the C:venant that I will make with 
them : I will put my Laws into their hearts, &c- Belides, be- 
ing we are baptized into his name, we are baptized into his 
worſhip, religion, faitn, doArine. | 

Q. What Scriptures prove wnto wrthe Trinity? 

A, Theſe following: ſa. 6 3, 7- 2 Sam. 23, 1» 3. Tſe. 6t, 
T. Hag. 3. 4,5. FT ſal. 33.6.1n th: New Tcliament, ſarth. 
3.16, 17. Math. 28, 19, Joh. 1. 32, 33. Job. 15. 26. Job, 
TG. 3,19» 14, 85. © Cor, £2. 3. Eph, 2.18. 2 (or. 13, 13, 
Tit. 3. 5,6. Gal. 4.6, The ſame name of Jchovah, and the 


fame works, are aſcribed toeach perſons, 


Q. What are th: attributes of God? 2 
A. There are many of chem; as 1. Spiritualicy, whereby he 
cannot be touched, Luk, 24. 29. For a Spi'it hath not fleſh nor 


bones ; nor can he be ſeen, i 75m. 6. 16. Whom no may hath 
ſeen, nor can ſee, | 


2, Eternity, whereby he was from everlaſting, P[al, 90.24 fa 
ore 


| eA Soul-ſearchin; Cattebifm, © Fd 

. fore the mountains were brought Prebp Prom everlifbng td" wond? ' 

iefngifis an Ga. OT ITT 0g 

' 3. Unchangeableneſs:There?s #0 ſhadow of turning with God, 
Tam. t. 17,1 Sam. 15. 29. Repentance attfibured to God, 
- Gignifies nochange in Gods nacute, but in this aRions' mutably 
decreed from eternity. 'God is fain.to ſpeak to us 2s Nirſes ito. 
CO liſpingly, beeauſe chey' cannot! underſtand” per& 
peech. | 1 F232 of 39309 
4. Omnipreſence In that he is preſent every where, - Pſal, 
1 39. 7, Whither fhall I flee from thy preſence? and alſo knows 
every thing and perſon, Heb. 4.13. All things are naked and 
opencd unto the eyes of him, with whom we have to db: o that 
| he knows thie yery motions of the will of man,even before they 
move, PIES : . 

5. His Almightineſs ; in that he is able to do whatſoever he 
pleaſeth, Pſal. 1 35+6, What ſorver the Lord pleaſed,” that aid 
hee Yea, he isable todo mare than he pleaſeth co do z he could 
have raiſed up of ſtones children to 46rabanws. Marth, 3. g. He 
could have given Chriſt 12 legions of Angels, Job 42.2. 

6. His Self-\ufficiency; in that he is compleat in himſelf, not 
needing any thing the creature can do, Ger. 17.1.4 avs God 
alſuſficient. ; JETS | 

' 7.\His Knowledg;whereby God doth perfeAly know himſelf, 
and by himſelf, all other things that are, were; ſhall be, or, can 
be; and that not ſucceſſively, as men de, but by one aR:'of un- 
derſianding, Job 42. 2. Jo: 21. 17, ; 
$. The Will of God; whereby he wills in a holy manner,and 
works all things according to the counlell thereof, Eph. 1.11. 
. Q. © What be the parts of Gods Kingdom? © | : 

A. Two: 1. his decree : 2; the execution of itz: © 

Q. what is Gods decree ? | in. 128: 

A. Itis Gods eyerlaſting determination and purpoſe concer- 
ning all things & perſons, A.q, 28.7 do whatſcever thy hand 

- and thy counſell determined before to be done,” Eph: 2. 11 Pre- 
deſtinated according to the purpoſe of him, who worketh all 
things after the counſcll of his own will. | And 18: God decreeth 
concerning all things and perſons, ſo doth he decree the circuw- 

ſtance of place, time, means, and manner, Att, 27. 3I« Except 

B theſe 


A Soul-ſearching (atec hiſus 


6 
theſe. abide inthe Ship. ye cannot be ſaved. 


Q. Whater Predeſtination ? "_ 

4. Ic is Gods fore-ordaining all reaſonable creatures, whes 
ther Angels or Men, toaneveclaſting eſtate eicher of ſalvation 
condemnation, 1. Theſ. yg. 9. God hath not appointed ws to wrathy 
bat to obtaine ſalvation by our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 

Q. #hat are the parts of Predeſtination ? 

A. Two: 1. Ele&ion, which is Gods appointing ſome to 
Salyation chrough Chriſt, Rom. 9.23. He made known the riches 
of his glory on the veſſels of mercy which he had prepared unto 
A, "tot . 5. Having choſen u3.in him before the foundati- 
61 ofthe world, | 

2, Reprobation ; which is Gods appointing ſome, both Men 
and Angels, to deſtrution, 3 Trm. 2. 20, there are ſome Veſſels 
79 diſhonvour, Rom 9, 22. 7 0 ſhew his wrath, and make his power 
known, he endured with much long ſuffering the veſſels of wrath 


fitted ro deſtruttion, 
Q. Is there no cau It; ov inducement of E leftion inthe elefted 


themſelves, or of Reprobation in the reprobate ? 

No : Rem. 9. 18. He hath mercy on whom he will have 
mercy; and. whom be will, he hardexeth, 2. Tim. 1. 9. He hath 
called us with an holy calling, according to his own parpoſe and 
grace. Eph. 1. 9. He made known unto-ns the Myſtery of his 
will, according to his good pleaſure which he had purpoſed in 
himſelf. 

- wy Is not Chriſt the canfe of onr Eleflion ? 

A, No, not of Gods decreeing of ir, for that he did of his 
own free-will; bur of the execution of it : that is our Salvation 
js for and through Chriſt, Eph. 1.4. He hath choſen ws in bim, 
before the fonrrdation of the world. 

Q. 1s not ſin the cauſe of reprobation? 

A. No +for then all men ſhould be Reprobate, when God 
foreſaw that all would be ſinners: bur fin is the cauſe of the exe- 
cution of reprobation. | 

Q. What vuſc are we to make of our ehHtion? 

A 1. It ſerves to humble us, that we had nothing of our ſelves; 

2. It ſhould breed in us loye to God, for his love to us. 

3. It comfogts, that our Salyation flandeth not in our ſelves 


who 


\| 


\| 


who dayly might loſe it; bur in Gods-unchangeable deeree,  - 
' 'Q. Whether 5s Gon decreving the works of the wicked, the 
author of fm >? : 

A. No : though God deerees the finfull works of the wicked 
(for elſe they had not been) as the Jewes crucifying of Chriſt, 
Alts 2. 23, Him, being delivered by the determinate connſell 
and forcknowledg of God, &c. So Teſenh's __ into Egyprs 
Gen. 45+ 7, 50, 20. yetis nothing fin, as God decreeth it, or 
commandeth it: Abraham's killing of ſeat, being commanded 
of God, was a duty ; whichelſe,God forbidding ir, was a fin : 
Gods decreeing of fin,being a way to manifeſt the glory of Gods 
Juſtice, is a goed thing, 

Q. What is the execution of Gods decree? 

A. Irs an aQion of God, working all things in time, ac- 
cording to his deeree, Eph. t. nn. Aits q. 8. 

Qs hat are the parts of the execution of God decree ? 

A. Two : 1, Creation, 3. Providence. 

Q. hat is it tocreate? 

£. Tobring a thing from no being, to being, Gen. 1.1. Allo, 
to bring in a form creared of Nothing, into a preexiſtent matter. 

Q. How did God ereate all things ? 

+. By his word ; Pſal. 33. 6, By the word of the Lord, - 
were the heavens made :allo, ver. 9. Gen. 1. 3, &c. Let there 
be l'ght, and there was light, Heb. it. 3. The worlds were 

framed by the word of Gel. 

Q. Of what made he allthings ? | 

- A. Ofnothing, Rows. 4. 19. Heb. It. 3. Things which are 
ſeen, were not made ofthings which do appear, Which plainly 
appears, in that they are ſaid to be wade in the beginning, that 
is, when there was nothing but God, Gey. 1, rt. Ir was either 
made of the eſſence of God, or of nothing : but Gods eſſence is 
indivifib'e; ergo, of nothing. 

Q. How long was God in creating the world? 

A, Six days, and reſted the ſeyenth, Ger. 2,3. Exod. 30.11» 
In fix days the Lord made Heaven ard Earth, the Sea, and all 
that inthem is, and refted the ſeventh day, 

Q. #hy was God ſo long 1n creatis:g the world? 

Q. That we might not lightly paſs over the works of God, 
Which he wasſo long in creating, B 2 Q. #hat 
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Q. what is Gods creation ? _ Ws ; FSB B82 ; 
A. I:'s Gods aRion, whereby he made Nature, & a!f things 
in nature, whether ſubſtances or accidents, in the ſpace of fix 
days 3 forhis'own glory, 8 happineſs of his Ele&, Fr02,16. 4. 
4 Q. What grounds have. we to brlieve there is a Provi- 

ence ? h | EY | SE 
A. 1. From Scriptures becauſe nothing falls out without the 
determinate counſel} of God ; no, not the crucifying of the Son 
of God, AR. 4.38. cro.do Whatſoever thy hind a::d thy counſell 
determined befare tobe dones Matth, 10. 39, 30, 3L. not a 
hair falls from our heads, nor a ſparrow to the orou:d, w.thout 
the will of our Father. | | 
2. The providence of God is (een, 1, In making innumera- 

ble contrarieties ſerve ro one end; as heatand cold, light and. 
darkneſs, viz. the uſe of man. 2. From the reaſonz ble aRions, 
of unreaſonable creatures ; as the ſhifting Countryes according 
£0 the ſeaſon of the year. 3.From the dependence of callings and 
countryes one upon another. 4, The fitting one thing fot ano- 
ther: man hath an eye ; colour is the objet of ity light diſcovers 
the colours the air is a clear body rbrough which ir 1s ſcen. 5, 
The provident proviſion made for all the creatures, as in bring= 
ing ſprings of water to all cowns ;.the earth alſs bringing forth 
oraſs for every creature. 6, The fir rewards & pun i{hmengs thac 
are beſtowed & infliQted on the deeds of men,ſo thacno wicked 
man can out-1un Juſtice, Judge16, 30, Efth. 6. 4, Haman ſeeks 
ing to hang Mordecas, is hanged. P/al. 9.16, AG, 12, 22. 

 Q- But if there bs a Providerce tn the world, how comes it 
that ill men have ſo much proſperit y,and gocd men ſo much adver- 

ity ? 
f #4 The proſperity of wicked men, tends to further the deeree 
of God to their deſtruAtion, Prov, 1. 33. The proſzerity of fools 
ſhall deſtroy them. Moreover, the adverfity good men endure, 
is very profitable in many particular reſpeRs ; as to wean them 
from the world, &-to keep their hearts humble;and that they bes 
ing empty of the creature, may the more faſten upon God : ſo 
that good men have acknowlede'd their adverſity good for them, 
P[.119.7%. It is good for we, that I have been affiifted, Rom.$. 
28, .1ll things work. together for good to them ; therefore the 
| adyer- 


wards co his ag ns puniſhments -to [the wicked, that, -t0 
ſpeak properly, ir never happensall coxbe Sodty,or well to the 
wicked in. thiblifes © +530 2 0 ret by ang yards 

Q." What i3 the Providemeof God? * | 

eA. Icisan oucyard ation of God, whereby he doth govern 

and diſpoſe all & eyery thing which is made, both creatures and 
their ations, and faculties, according io the counſell of his will, 
cthatinevyery thing he may beiglorified : As honours, Pſal. 75. 6, 
7. Punifhments,' Amos 3, 6, periods of Kingdomes, Dan, 3. 
21. The wills of men, Jer, 16. 23. yea of the greateſt of men, 
eyen Kings, Prov. 21, I. the counſels of men, as Achitophel, 
. S::.17. 14. yea, the ſmalleſt thing, as a Sparrows falling, 
Mate Ie 30. yea, the molt accidentall thing, as the killing of 
a man unawares Exod, 21. 13. yea, the lot caſt into the Jap, is 
wholly diipoſed of by him, Prov. 16. 33. 

Q. What are the parts of Gods Providence ? 

A, Three: 1. The keeping the being of things in their kindes, 
in a continued ſucceſſion, as long as he ſees good, AG, 17. a8. 
In, him. we live 1nd move, and have ouy being. 

2, lis government ; whereby as a Monarch he: governs all 


things, according to the liberty of his own will: ſo that when any * 


creature goes according to the liberty of its will, it is becauſe God 
ſuffers it ſo todo, ER -o 

3. His ordination, or- appoiritment ; whereby God orders; 
brings, anddilpoſes all things,'&-the ations of things, how diſ- 
orderly ſoever they may. ſcem-to be, to certain ends, 'according 
as it ſeemeth good to him; for the bringing about of which ends, 

he alſo appointeth means. Rs 
Q. How is the providence of God converſant about 
rune ? | | A200 e 
n A. 1, God preſerves that nature and will, that produces fin= 
ſul aRions. God hatha concurrence about ſinful aRtions, as ap- 
pears, Gen. 45. $. It was not you that ſent me hither, but God, 
Deut. 2. 39..God hardened the Spirit of Sihon Kizg of Heſh- 
bon, Pal. 165. 25. God changed the mindes ofthe. Netinns, 
that they hited his people, But as ina chain that breaks, there is 
no link in fault but that which breaks; ſo in theſe concur- 
: rences 


adverfity'is fortheir good : ſo.thar-God-doth :ſo- diſpoſe his.ro» 


\ 


rences of cauſes, none is ro be blamed bur the next and irame. 
diste cauſe, which is the will of man ; ſo that chough God will 
the being, yer man alone wills the nature of fin. 

Q: What are the poſitive attions of Godin and about ſin? 

A, Three: 1. His withdrawment of his help & grace from the 
creature ; both the help of light, Dewt 29. 4. The Lord hath noe 
given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to ſee ; and allothe help 
of ſupportance ; 2 Chroz. 32.31. Hezekiah was left of God ro 
his prede, that he mig ht know what was in his heart: which two 
helps being withdrawn, the creature fins not neceflarily,but yo- 
luntarily; ſo that as the Sun cauſes darkneſs, not by overcaſting 
che air, but by hiding his light, as the ſtaffe falls ro the ground 
being nor forced by the hand, but only forſaken of it; ſo God 
withdrawing eitherlight or ſupporcment, man fins. God, who 
ſuffers fin, hath the power of hindering, without any obligation 
ro us; and man hath the power of doing, withcut any compul- 
fion : the aRion in God is without fault, the aRion in man 
without excuſe, 

2. God works about fin, by removing the impediments that 
hindered us from finning, God cook away good Fehoiadas, and 
then Foaſh fhewed his wickedneſs, 2 Chron. 24. 17. So God 
takes away a Maſter or Father, that kept ſuch a perſon from 
wickedneſs ; who being removed, his wickedneſs appears. 

3. God works abour fin, by ſetting before us objeRs, whereby 
he knows our corruption will be enticed, as a beautifull wo- 
man before an unchaſt perſon, wine or bect before a Drunkard. 

4- God works about lin, by ſetting bounds to fin, that ir 
ſhall go ſo far, and no further, Pſal. 76. 16. 7 he remainder of 
wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain, | 

5. God works about fin, in that he preſerves the perſon, nas 
tures & faculties of the finner, even whiles he is in finnine, 4&, 
17.28.1n hin we live, & move : as an horſ- man driving a lame 
horſe, is the cauſe of his going, not of his balting ; ſo is God che 
cauſe of our moving; though not of the finfulneſs in our moving, 

Q. What uſe may we make of Gods previdence ? 

A. 1.'Sce, that nothing befalls unto thee by chance ; if we 
take chance as a cauſe in oppoſition to God, as the Philiftims 
cook it, 1 Sam, 6,9. * 

2, To 
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2. To perſwade us co the uſe of prayer, Ger. 24.13. Neh 3. 4. 
3+ Tofrcethe heart from diſquieting carefulneſs, Afatrb, 6. 
29 . 

"I Fre God in all thy affaires, P/al. 145. 15. Prov, 3.6, 
Pla. 139. 3+ 

5. Not to fear the terrors of men, and fo n:gleR duty, 
Matth, 10. 28. 29. - 

6. To comfort us, that we arc ia covenant With him; that 
firs at the ſtern, and governs all, 

2. To comfort.usin reſpeA, r. of our poor condition, t.Sam. 
2. 7. 2. againſt encmyes plots, L:ke 11. 31, 3 3. See Exod, 34. 
24. 3. againſt fear of danger, Marth, 2. 13. fob 29. 4. 

:, To work patience in afflitions, r Sam. 3. 19. ſal. 39: 
9. Job. n. 20, 21. 

Q. In what condition did God create man at firſt? 

A. In an holy and happy condition, Ger.t. 26. Eocleſ. 7. 
29. God made man upright - which uprightneſs confilted in a 
perfe& conformity of e faculties of the ſoul, and members of 
the body, to the will of God, £ph. 4. 24. Col. 3. 10. 

- Q, Did man continue in that flate wherein he was crea- 


ted? 

A, No : All have finned, aud come ſhort of the glory of God, - 
Rom. 3. 23. Rom. 5-1 2. By oze man /in emred into the world, 
and death by in, and ſo death paſſed upon all mer, in whonz all 
bave ſinned. | ry 

O. What death did Ad;ms fim procure > was it only a tempo« 
ral death, or was it net alſo eternal? 

A Adams fin procured to his poſterity eternal death, in re- 
ſpe of deſert : Rem.5. 15,1f through the offence of one many 
be dead, much more the grace of God andthe gift by grace; hath 
abounded wnto many. As the grace of God, and viſe by grace, 
abounded unto many, that is, to eternal life, and roremiſſion of 
fins ; ſo the offence on the contrary, abounded nnto eternal 
death :.and ſo it is ſer down, verſe 25..that as fin hath reigned. 
unto death, even [0 might grace reign _— righteouſneſs, 
w1to eternal bfe, by Jeſns Chriſt: asif he ſhould lay, as the one 
js, ſois the other. 

2. Such as the juſtification is, by the ſecond Adam, ſuch is 
the condemnation by the fuſt Adam, 7 Bu. 
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* But the juſtification by the ſecond Adam js a Juſtification of 
life, that is, of or to eternal life. TOE I» ns | 

Therefore the condemnation by the firſt Adam, is a cons 
'demnation to eternal death, Rom, 35.18. | S - 

Therefare, as by the _—_— of one, the judgment came npon all 
men t6 condemnation”; tven ſo by the righteo::ſneſs of one the free 
gift came upoy all men to juſtification of life, : | 

If any man obj.& that it's againſt equity that eternal death 
fhould be inflified for another man's [in ; 

A, The ſame may be ſaid againſt temporal death : it's as 
tinjuſt that natural life ſhould be taken away for the fin of 
another z yet the ObjcRors, whether Socinians or Arminians, 
acknowledeg thiss | En 

2. The will of God is the rule of righteouſneſs; and if Adan 
would enter into ſuchan agreement with God,that if he ſtood he 
andall his poſterity ſhould ſtand eternally, and if he fell, he and 
his poſterity ſhould periſh erernsIly : Who hath any thing ' ro 
rea/on againſt it> Zef. 6, .the words are, They bike- Adam 
have tranſgreſſed theCovenant:ſo you haye it varied,in the mar- 
vin, So that a Covenant pafled betwixt God and Aden, for 
the violation whereof on Adams part, he and his incurred eter- 
'nal death : and we hold it equitable in tne Courts 'of men, tha 
for the treaſon of the Father, the P:ſterity ſmarts alſo. Levs, in 
the loynes of «Abrahas, is (aid to pay tithes; Heb, 7. 9, 

O. What did Adam paſſe over ts his poſterity, beſides rempo- 
yall and eternall death ? FOO 

A. Beſides their being cbildrefi.of wrath(chat is, not only per- 
ſons with whom God-15 angry, but upon whom his wrath abiges, 
_: 36. )they are childres' of wr ah by nature, Eph2,3, figni- 
tying, nor'on]y that we are curit© bn: that we are ſo by nature 
or birth ; #ar#r4 being derived 2 #aſcende, from being born, Of 
Adam & Eve,it might be 131d, They wereliable to wrath; bur it 
could nor be (aid they were children of wrathzie might be ſaid 
they were upon their fall, curſed ; byr it could not be (aid they 
were born cu ſed. So tha: bifides temporal & eternal death,there 
is a viciouſnes of nature that paſſeth Fam 7dam,to all his poſte- 
ricy:0 that as a creature begotten. paitak-s of the nature of che 


beoertes,as a horsafter the nacure of a ho:5;fo we partake of the 
| finſuil 
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ful nature of our firſt Parentsallalong : ſo that no man can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean, Iob, 14. 4. tory we were Shapen 
;n wickedneſs, and in ſin did our mother conceive ws, Plal. 51.5, fo 
that naturally we are eſtranged from God from the womb, ſpeaking 
lyesas ſoon as we can ſpeak, Plal. 58,3, The looking-glats of our 
miſery we may ſee, Rom. 3.9. to the 20. which the Apoſtle 
applyes to himſelf, as well as others, yer. 9+ bat, are we better 
than they ? (that is, by nature) No, in no wiſe, 

Tolay we become guilty by imitation only, as one Ox learns 
to plow by the ſight of another, is moſt falſe : For corrupt na- 
ture teaches many perſons evill, for which they never ſaw 
example; as Cain When he killed Abel. 

To ſay the immediate will of the ſinner is abſolutely neceſ: 
ſary to conſtitute ſin, is totye the Creator to the Law of the 
creature, who had a ſoyeraign power in himlelf, to propoſe 
what Law he pleaſed unto his creature. 


our con{ciences accuſe us not for it; no more dorh our conſci- 


ence accuſe us for fins of ym_ and many other ſins; yet 
will we ſay they are not fins? The conſciences of the Icxs did 
not condemn them for not dwelling in Booths, in the feaſt of 
the ſeventh month, which they had omitted well nigh-a thou- 
ſand years, from the days of Toshua to the days of Nehemiah, 
Neh. 8, 14 to the 18. was it therefore not a fin ? CO 

And whereas ſome ſay, They cannot ſee how the fin of our 
firſtParents ſhould be botha fin and a puniſhment; was notPhg- 
140ls hardneſs of heart both a fin and a puniſhment? Was nor 
the Idolatry of the Gentiles? Rom. 1. 21,23,2432 6,28, 

Q. Whereas ſome ſay, No Infant, no not of the deathens, is dam- 
ned meerly for original ſin. PET | 

4A.We know nothing of their damnation, but we ſpeak ofthe 
deſert of original fin. I rather incline to judge of their ſalvation, 
they dying in Infancy, becauſe Chriſt ſaith, Of ſuch s the King- 
dom of God, The innocency of all Infants (in reſpe& of actual 
ſinas)whethergf Heathen or Chriſtian Parents, is the ſame:chey 
may be ſaved, astheelet Angels are ſaved; or elſe God may 
forgive that offence withour ſatisfaQion : for if that power be 


ina creature. to forgiyvea debt without payment,tauch more 1s 
C | "Mo 
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it in God: andI humbly ſuppoſe there cannot be a more fit 0b 
je to excerciſe the ſame, and ro bring it into aR, than to- 


wards poor dying Infants. 
Butthat which I moſt incline to, concerning the ſalyation 


of dying Infants, ts,that wo God can pardon dying infants 


Ih . 


without ſatisfaction, yet that he will nor, becauſe Chriſt is the 
Way to the Father, and No man comes to the Father without Chrift, 
John 14. 6. Now Chriſts ſatisfaRion becomes effetual through 
believing, only to them that have the power of believing; but 
to dying infants, it may become effetuall by bare applying, 
Without believing, becaule infants cannot believe, Dex. 1, 39. 
Tonah 4. 11. That there is ſome way of ſalyation tor infants,the 
Scripture ſpeaks Lake 18. 15, 16. but for any other way of ſal- 
yation for them beſides Chriſt his ſatisfation, we know not; 
nor for the conveyance of ſatisfaction in behalf of intants any 


other way, than by bare application on the Mediators part, 
and accepration on Gods party I cannor conceive, And ſhould 


Infants be damucd mccrly for original fin, then ſhould God 
deal more ſeverely with poor dying infants, than with the 
Devils, who were condemned to hell only for aQtual fins. 

Q. Wherein doth our natural defilement reſide ? 

A. Inevery faculty of ſoul, and member of body, Pſal.14.y. 
They are all gone aſide, they are altogether become filthy. So char the 
whole man ſtands in need to be ſanctitied, 1 Theſ. 5+ 23. the 
Vanderſtanding is full of blindneſs, Pſal. 14.2, the Will tull of 
rebellion, 10. 5. 40. and 8. 44+ the afteRions of diſorder, Rom. 
7. 5. the Conſcience of benummedneſs and other defilements, 
Tit. 1 16, the Ears full of filthy liſtnings, the Eyes full of wan« | 
ton gazings, &'c. ; 

Q- Wherein doth our natural defilement conſift, which we drew 
from our firi# Parents? 

A. Intwo things: 

=» In anaverſnes to every thing that is good; Pf. 14, 3. and 

$3.3. | 
2. Inaproneneſs toevery thing that is evil, Rom. 7. 5. So 
that corruption takes occaſion from the holy law of God, to 


ſtir us up to ſin, Rom. 7. 8, 12. 
Q, How came Adams ſin to ſeize upon his poſterity 3 


Anſw, 


We OE ee gr RT: Fas mnt; 
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A. That man by nature is wholly finfull, nothing is mote 
lain : but the manner how hecame to beſo, is hard to under- 
{tand, Now as when we are fallen intoa ditch, we ſtand not 
queſtioning ſo much how we fell in, as how to getout; ſo 
ſbould we ſee how to get out of this ſintul condition. 

But, ro anſwer, ſome lay the Parent begets the ſoul as well 

as body : but God is called the- Father of Spirits, Heb. x2, 9. 
See alſo Zach. 12. 1. NumMe« 27. 16, 'Ecclel. 12.7. Either the 
Parent in generation conveyes partof his ſoul, andſo the ſoul 
ſhould be diviſible, contrary to the nature of ſpirits, which are 
not quantitative; or he conveys his whole foul,and ſo the Pa- 
rent ſhould be without a ſoul ; or elſe ſouls multiply , which 
1s more than Angels do. 

Therefore, 1. we become guilty by imputation,/ or by Gods 
ordination ; in one man, God ordained to adorn us all, if he 
ſtood ; in-one man, he ordained to ſtrip us all, if he fell. 

2. By natural propagation or generation of that moſt filthy 
nature which Adam had after his fall, Gen. 5.1. Adam begat 
# ſon in his own likeneſs, after HIS IMAGE, What image had Adam 
then, ſave a corrupt image ? 7b. 14,4, Who can bring 4 clean 
thing out of an unclean ? no body : Pſal.5 1. 5. Behold, I ras thapen 
in wickedneſs, andin fin did my mother conceive me. So that ſinful 
man (by man, I mean both man and woman; 'who though 


they betwo.in ſex, yet are one in nature, and one in wed- 


Jock) I ſay, ſinful man begets ſinful man: ſo that ſin is in the 
ſeed inbidingly, as fire is in the flint, as ſome ſuppoſe. This 
power that the body ſhould have over the ſou], being above 
nature, may be aſcribed to Gods: juſtice, puniſhing Adams fin, 


In his baſe ſubjeRing of his ſpirit to the fleſh. Through the 


ſeed, hereditary diſcaſes of Gout, Stone, Conſumption, Lepro-« 
ſy, are conveyed, which are inviſible; and why may not fin be 
conveyed by the father to the childe in generation? 

Though this anſwer may be ſatisfatory to many, yetl reſt 
upon the former, that we become guilty by imputation. 

Qu. How doth it appear, that Adam's ſin is tinputed to all his po- 
Ferity? 

A. It appears, 1. Becauſe fin was in the world before the:e 


was a Law given on i 22ra that all Ad.m?s poſteri- 
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ty wete liable uuto a temporal death, which is the fruit of ſin; 
Rom. 5. 13s Vntill the Law, ſin was in the world; ſo that death 
raioned, from the time of Adam to Moſes , vet, 14. now ſin would 
not have been imputed (and conſequently death) when there 
is no Law. Now if you ſay, What Law was there before Mo- 
ſes Law,without which fin would not have been imputed? 


 Janſwer, Though there was the Law of Nature writ in our 


hearts by Nature; yet the Law the Apoſtle there ſpeaks of, was 
this, mentioned yer. 12. That by one man (Adam) finning, all 
mankind ſhould fin in him, and by that one fin of that one man 
(Adam) death ſhould come upon all. He ſpeaks not one word 
of the Law of Nature. 

2: It appears that Adams fin is imputed to all his poſterity , 
from the death of infants, Rom. 5. 14« Death reigned from A- 
dam to Moſes (and ſo along) evenover them who had not ſinned af= 
zer the ſimiltcude of Adams tranſgreſſionz which cannot be meant 
other wile, than of infants, who had not ſinned attually, as 
Adam had :{o thar the Apoſtle argues thus : 

Where death reigned without guiltof their own aRual fin, 
there neceſ[1rily muſt bean iIMputation ofthe guilt of rhe firſt 
fin. 

But before the Law, death reigned over thoſe that had no 
guilc, from their own actual ſins, (meaning little infants, that 
could not fin actually, after the fimilitrnde of Adams tranſgreſ= 
ſion : 

* -» FUR the guilt of the firſt ſingis neceſſarily impured tc in< 
fants; and it to infants, much more to grown perſons, and ſo 
to all. 

Q, YV bat map we learn hence ? 

4. That there is 4 ſinning after the ſimilitude of adams tranſgreſ- 
fion,or actually. 2. Vhatrhere is a inning which is not ater the 
fimilicude of 4dams tranſgrellion, or imputatiyely ; which is 
Called original (in. 

Q. VV bat s original in? 

A. lItis the corruption of all mankinde, by the fall of our firſt 
Parests, naturally propagated or derived unto all, making 
them guilty ot te-nporal and eternal death, and other puniſh 
ments, unleſs torgiveneſs be made in Chrilt, Ro. 3.9.:0ver. 25. 

| Rom, 
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Ro.$. 123 13, T4s I5» It's calledoriginal fing becauſe it was in be- 
ing from the beginning, from the fi:it man that ever was. 
 Q Vat way is their to come out of this miſerable condition ? 

A, Only by Ieſus Chrilt, Col, 1.21, 22, 

Q. VVbat is leſus Chriit ? 

A. The eternal Son of God, Mic, 5% 2. made man, Ro, x. 3,4. 

Q. How many are the Offices of Chriſt in relation to his 
Church ? | 

A. They are three. 

Q. VPbih are they ? : 

A. His Kingly office, whereby he rules in his Chutch, pſ. 2. 
$, andin the hearts of his people, Luke 17. 21. 

2. His Prophetical office, whereby he revealing his Fathers 
will, wee are to hear him in all things, Ads 2. 22+ Matth. 
17-5. 

- His Prieſtly office, whereby he offers ſactifice for the 
fins of his people, Heb. 8. 3. 

Q: V Vhat ſacrifice d1d Chriſt offer ? 

A. His own body unan the Croſs, Heb, 16. 16. 

Ou. Vyby did Chr offer bis own body upon the Croſs? 

A. To make fati;taction for the fins of all thole that believe 
on him, Rom. 3425, 26. 

Q. FVhat is faith £ 

A. It is a matrimonial a of the ſoul, Rom. 7. 4+ 2 Cor. 1,14. 
3+ Eph. 5-32: whereby I do nor only believe that there was 
{uch a perion as one ſeſus Chriſt, who dyed and roſe again at 
leruſalem ; but I believe allo that he dyed and roſe again tor 
me : yea, my (oul is willing to receive him, lobn x. 12. as my 
Lord and Saviour, Iude 2x, 25+ and torelt upon his ſatistacti- 
ON, Rom. 10. IO, Ie 

Queit. VVhether doth Faith goe before the forgiveneſſe of 
ans? 
L Anſ. We are not firſt wathed, and then believe; but in Scri- 
pture-language we fi:ſt believe, and afterwards arc waſhed : 
hence we are ſaid to be jultified by F:ith, Rom, 3.28.and ro be 
purified by Fai-h,Ads 15.9. and Chriſt is ſet forth a reconcilia- 
tion through Faith in his blood, Ro. 3.25 .,which blood, though 
it have ſufficieat Vercue to cleante us from our fins, yet it doth 
not 


 notactually purge any unleſs it be applyed: when it is once 


applyed, that the ſoul looks believingly and mournfully upon 
him whom he hath pierced, in that day there is a Fountain 
ſec open to that ſoul, the Fountain of Chriſt his blood, Zach, 
12- 10. Compared with chap. 13 . I. 

Q But whether is Faith or repentance firit in the ſoul ? 

A. Though Faith be in order betore repentance, yet in reſ- 
pect of time they are both together in the ſoul ; for in the ſame 
momentthe Children of God believe that Chriſt was crucified 
for their fins, they melt under the ſight of their fins which 
were the cauſe of his crucifying,Zach. 12.12,13-compared with 
chap. 131. | 

Q. How doth the ſoul at in receiving Chrifi? 

A. There is not onely an aſſent of the underſtanding that Ie- 
{us is the Chriſt that came into the world to ſave ſinners, which 
may bein wicked men, He, 6.4. and Devils. 14m.2, 19.but there 
is alſoan aR of the will, whereby God offering his Son as a 


Prophet to be our teacher, as a King ro take us into hisGovyern- 


ment,as out Prieſt,by his death and interceſſion to waſh away 
our fins; we look upon this offer as worthy ofall acceptation, 
1 T4. Is 15-and ſo receive Chriſt ro be under his teachings as 
our Prophet, Mat-17.5.Ads 9.6. reſt and repoſe our ſelyes upon 
hisSacrifice and ſatisfation,as ourPrieſt;,Pſ.37.5. Ads 8.37.put 
our ſelves under his Government, and ſubjeR our wills to his 
will, as our King, L«uk.19.27. This accepuing Chriſt by the wil, 
is that very receiving mentioned, 19. 1.12. becauſe whoſoever 
thus receive him, have power to become the Sons of God. 

(NY «What are the twoparts of Chrit bis Priefthood? 

A.r. His death upon the Croſs, whereby in reſpe of Gods 
foreknowledge, Chriſts merit, and Gods acceptation, he bore 
the lins of all the Ele upon the Croſs,ranſoming them toGod 
by bisdeath, Mat.20.28. Eph. 1.6-7. 

2, His ReſyrreRion from the dead, together with his inter- 
cellion in Heaven, whereby asan Adyocate he pleades their 
cauſe, 1 Iobn 2. 6, appearingin the preſence of God for them, 
Hebrews 9. 24. preſenting the merits of his own death, 
whoſe blood ſpeaketh good things for them, Hehrews 9. 24.50 
that he js abletoſave them to the uttermoſt, Hebrews 7. 25. 

; Q. How 


e.. {i Are 
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Q. How may 4 Believer know that Chriſt is his Advocate or In- 
rerceſſor ? 

A. Hereby do we know that we know him ſo to be, it we 
keep bis Commandements, x 1obn 2. r, 2, 3, 4+ 

Q. How doth a Believer keep the Commandements ? 

A. x. He keepeih them in his head Chrili, in whoſe fleſh ſin 
was condemned, thatthe righteouſneſs of the Law might be 
fulfilled in us, Roms. 8. 3, 4. 

2. He keeps them intentionally, having a reſpeRt to every 
one of them, Pſ. 119+ 6. without ſlighting or deſpiſing any of 
them; ſceing rhe Scripture ſets down, that the ſlighting or de- 
ſpiſing any of a mans wayes, doth declare him to be as yet un- 
der the ſtate of death, Pro.13.13.and chap.19. 16, 

3+ Inthat he will not deliberately fin againſt Conſcience for 
the eſcaping of Croſles, or obtaining of enjoyments, Dan. 3.16, 
x7. having a full purpoſe in his heart (through the aſſiſtance of 
grace) to choole arHliction rather than iniquity, Tob 36.2 1- 

Queſt. Y/ hat meaſure of love muſt we. love: the Lord with- 
all? 

A, We muſt love him with aſovereign love, better than Fa- 
ther and Mother, Lands and Living, Wife and Children ; yeay 
and our own Lives, Mat. 10:37: Luk. 14. 26. 

Quelt. /Y hat-denial of Chriſt is that which excludes a ſoul out of 
Heavens. 

A, Habitual denial, when we, for the ſaying of our Lands, 
Liberti2s, Country or Lives, have a purpoſe to deny Chriſt, or 
any part of is truth, Mar. 10.32,33. + 

Q. VVhat way ts there to prevent this habitual denial of Chrift , 
which is ſo dangerous and deftruttive ? : 

A. Tolearn to deny our (elves in ſuch a meaſure, that in the 
Lords {trength wereſolveto take upevery Croſs that comes 
betwixt us andour duty, 7.uk, 9.23 and to hate the beſt en- - 
joy ment we have, as friends, liberry, eſtate, yea and life it ſelt, if 
we cannot hold them and the Lord together, Luk: 14. 26, 27. 
So that weare reſolved in no wiſe ina plain Commandement 
to ſin againſt our Conſcience, but arere{olved to chooſe a fiery 
furnace, ratherthan worſhip a golden image, Dan. 3. 16,37. © 

Q. VV hat is repentance? 


A. A- 
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A. Achange of heart, Eph. 4. 22, 23+ Ro. 12. r, 2. Whereby 
we turn from all fin with an hatred thereof, Pſal. 119% 125, 
purpoſing to walk in newnels of life, Pſal. 119. 106. 

Q. PP bat are the fruits of repentance * 

A. The Apoſtle tets down ſome, 2 Corinthians 7. xx. as a 
care of pleaſing God in every thing; allo a tear of diſpleaſing 
himinany thing ; alſo a- clearing of our ſelyes both before 
God, not reſting till we have got aſſurance of the pardon of 
our fins; and clearing our (elves before men, in a godly courſe 
of life; alſo a defire toeye God in all things ; alſo a zealzrejoy- 
cing when his name is honoured, and {orrowing when it is 
diſhonoured ;alſo an indignation againſt fin, ina triend as well 
as an enemy,in arich man as well as poor;alſoreyengeagainſt 
our ſelyes,in that,as we have abuledGods bleſſings to our own 
luſts, ſo we endeavuur hereafter to ſpend them ro his Honcur, 
F Queſt, What doth the Scripture reveal concerning ſpirituall 

eath ? 

A. Itreyveals unto us thatwe arc under a threefold death. 

1. A death of guiltineſs, whereby we are bound over to e- 
ternal death, Rom. 5. x2. Luk. 1532+ lobn 5.24. being wrapt 
therein by Adams fin and our own, | 

2. A death of filthineſs, whereby naturally we all Iye wal- 
lowing in carnal courſes, though ſome are more deeply in 
them than others, Eph. 2. 12,2. This life of holineſs was alſo 
loſt by Adam, Gen. x. 26s Eccleſ. 7. 29. Epbeſ. 4. 25. 

3. A death of diſcomfort, whereby naturally we are depti- 
ved of that ſweet Communion andenjoymentof God, which 
Adam had in innocency, and regenerate men have in part, and 
glorified Saints have in fulneſs, Rom- 3.22. - | 

Queſt, What doth the Scriptu re reveal concerning ſpirituall 
life ? ; 

A. It reyeals unto us, that there are three parts of ſpiritual 
life in oppoſition to this death : 

I. The life of juſtification, Rom: 5. 18. Gal. 2. 26. fo that 
whereas we are all dead men: by offending the Law, when 

God pardons we are alive, Col, 3. 4. 

2. Thelife of Sanification, when a man is quicknedup to 

all the wayes of C:od, Fpbeſ. 2, 1. Rom. 6. 11, 13+ 
3. The 


| 
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- 2 The life of comfort, P/a/m 85. 6. when the ſoul! enjoyes 2 


life in Gods favour, P/alm 30. 5.P/alm 63. 3. looking uponthe 
abſence thereof as death ir ſelf, P/a/ms 28.1. P/alm 143.7, 
' .Q. What neceſſity is there of ſpiritual life ? | 

A.It is ſo needfull,tbat wichout it there is no Salvation, 704» 3.5, 
All the body of Chriſt being living ſtones, x Peg, 2.5. withour 
this thy converſion is nothing, Epheſ.2.5. thy faith nothing, 7ohn 
11,26.thy Hope nothing, 1 Pez. 1. 3, thy Repentance nothing, 
As 11.18. and thy duties of Religion nothing, P/al; 80. 18, 
24at.13.15. yea, if thou beeſt without this, thou haſt oo ſhare 
Casyet) inChrift, 1 Tohn 5 12, Ges | 

Q, What kind of thing is ſpiritwall life ? 

A. As it hath reſpet to change of heart, there is an unſeen 
working of the Spirit upon the ſouls of Believers,ſo that as there 
goes an hidden quality from the Loadſtone to the iron, that 
draws the iron to it ; ſo is there a power goes from Chriſt to 
draw the ſoul off from all finfull purpoſes unto himſelf, 7obz 6. 44. 


Tohn12.31. Sothat the Soul exales Chrift, though with thelofle 
of all lufts and all enjoyments, ACazs, 16.24. _ | 

' ©.1n What faculty of the ſoul #4 ſpirituall life ſeated? - 

| A.Though whereloevever ſpirituall life is, ie ſhows forth its aRs 
and operations, (25 the naturall life doth)in the whole man; yet 
as the naturall life is more eminently in the head and heart: fo is 
this ſpirituall life more eminently in the faculties ofthe Under- 
Randing, Will,Conſcience, AﬀeRtions and Memory. | 


Q. How may a perſon know his wnderStanding is made aliveto 


od ? 

A. When hedoth not onely think of Divine truths, 7h» 5.39; 
and* approve ther, Rew.2, 18, which natuall men may do; bur 
alſo applies them to his own Conſcience, Job 5, 27. meditates of 
them, P/alm 1:2. ponders them, Luke 2, 19, remembers them, 
Pſalm 11645 5+ judges aright of Gods wayes, P/alm 119.128. 
1 Cor; 2.13,14- and is often- inventing and devifing how to ho- 
nour God, and to keep Conſcience pure, Proverbs 14.22. Iſa. 

2.8, : 

' Queſt, How may a mun know his will is made alive te © 


oa. : 
A, Though the Saints of God have drawneomfort from their 
D EEE. 
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£3. A Soul ſearching Catechiſm, 
willing g20d, when they could do no more but will, Rey.7.1819, 
25: yet may there be wiſhings and wouldings in a heart often- - 
times, and yet 'it remain carnal, as in Balaem, Nemb.23,10.and + 
many others:a0w becauſe many thouſands deceive chemlſelyes by 
theic withings and wouldings, know that wiſhing or willing 
good, is an Argument of Spirituall life. 

1 Whenthe will brings forth earneftand diligent endeavours, 
1 Cor, 15. 10, Heb. 13. 18. Lake 15. 18. compared - with 
' verſe 32, againſt all hinderances and pull-backs whatſo.-- 
ever. 

2 When the will of a man is ſet for good abſolutely, P/a/p 
119. 145. Dan.1.8. though it expoſe him to the Croſſe, and he 
Save nothanks, but be hated of men for the ſame. 7 

3 When the inclinations and diſpoſitions of the heart are for 
God, Pſalm 119. 112. that what other men do with a dead - 

heare, he doth with a willing diſpoſition. 
; 4 By thechuſings and refuſings of the heart; when we chuſe ' 
' the wayes of God before all other wayes, P/alms 1 19. 30, 173. 
I/a.y 6.4. and refuſe the wayes of all finne in the parpoſe of the 
heace, P/a/m 119-101,104. but when men have good things put 
to them by che Word and Conſcience, and inthe purpoſe and 
frame of their heart refaſe chem, chis argues z dead will, /ere- 
miah 5. 3. 

5 By -M cleaving of the heart ; whenthe heart ſticks ſo to its - 
ducy,that nothing can pull ic off, neicher bonds nor impriſonment, - 
Afts 21, 13. Afts 11.23. ſo that though violence of torturing 
temptations may ſeem to carry the ſoul off in a fir, as in ſome of 
th: Martyrs, yetin the habit of the heart it ſticks ſo to God and 
his Word, that nothing canunſettle the habit, P/alm 1 19. 31 
Dan. 3. 16, 17, Dan.6. 10, though tentation may unſeccle an 
aft, 

6 By the gronnings and ſighings of the hexrt under coreup: - 
tion, P/alm 119.5. David out of the unwillingneſſe of his fleſh, 
ferch'd a groan, ſaying, 9 that wy wayer ere mide direlt ! - 

7 By the reachings of the will ; living wills uie to reac! afrer 
God, Phil. 3. 13. 35 a man that rexches as high ashe can, aad 
ftrives co reach hizher ; he believes in ſome meatuce, an. would 
believe more ; oppoſes every kao wn finne, aud would oppoſe it, 

more . 
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more; follows all goodnefle, and would follow it more. 

$. Bythe intentions of the heart, when they are ſet for God, 
ſo that the ſoul ſaith thus, So that I may keep cloſe to: God, arid 
keep my conſcience pure, and may not be carried away with the 
world ; this isthat I deſire : ſo that as carnal men make honour 
and pleaſure, and that which leads thereto, their ends ; ſo Saints 
make God, and that which lead to him, their end. 

_ How may a man know his Conſciente is made alive to 
Goa? 

1 Urgency of Conſcience to preſle the ſoul to its duty, is no ar- 
gument of Spirituall life, N#72b. 22.18 noryet trouble of con- 
ſcience before or after the committing of fin, Mark 6.26.Dan.6. 
14. 1 $4. 13.12. 141.27.41: Yea, Conſcience awakened may 
make a man go againſt all outward by-reſpeAs, Numbers 223: 18: 
AMetth:27:4: and make a man look at God,Gen.31:29: Exra 1:3: 
Rom: 10:23 

But then is the Conſcience alive, when not onely Conſcience 
doth his duty, but makes-2 mando his duty towards God and 
Man, whether Conſcience do it with much adoe, or little adoe,us 
to believe with al! the heart, to love God ſoveraignly,to ſerve God 
ſinceeely,c#c: 

2 When the Conſcience doth not onely excufe a man in part ; 
Gen: 20:6,7;Rom:2:15: but excuſes him full our, that he ftands 
guilcleſs by faich in Chriſt, Rows: 8:23 and that every purpoſe of 
his heart - ſer againſt every ſin, and for every duty, AFs 23: 1: 
Heb:1.351 s ; : : 

3 When weare glad our Conſcience is ſo buſie with us, P/alms 
16,1 7:yea we call ypon our Conſcience to be buſie with us,P/alvs 
T 03:1: 

Pack: How may ve know our affeGiions are made alive t0 
Goa? 

2: 1 When our principall treaſure is in heaven, A44r:6:20: 
and our affeRions are ſet upon it, not upon the world, Col:3:12: 
That though worldly occafions may put off the heart from heaven = 
for atime , yet no ſooner are theſe imployments over, butthe 
heart endeayours after its former enjoyment of God:ſo thar as the 
affe&ions of dead men are ever and anon vpon the world, becauſe 
they have a dead and worldly frame of heart ; ſo the affeRions of 
D 2 men 
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have 2 quickned, and heavenly frame of heart. 
2 Whenthe heare can relliſh good things, Rows, 8. 5, So thar 
as carnal men ſavour profit and pleaſure, and carnall contents, ſo 
the affeRions alive can ſavour communion with God , the face of 
God, the word of God, the ſweetneſle of a Spi:ituall duty, 

3. When the heart efteems God above all enjoyments, P/alys 
73.25,26, $0 that thou wilt morgage any thing for God, and 
the things of God; ſo that thou wilt count his glory dearer chan 
thy credit, duty to him dearerthan life to thy ſelf, 48s 20424, 
to ſuch affeRions the promiſe, 2 Per.1.4. grace, Prov.z. 15. and 
Chriſt x Per. 2.7+ is pretious above all. 

4 When thy greateſt care isto pleaſe God, 71.3.8. and how 
to get thy heart weaned from the world, and how to keep con- 


ſcience pure, A#s 24.15.and thy greateſt fear is to ſin againſt God, 


Gez.39.10. ſo that thou feareft him above reproach, poverty, or 
deathir ſelf, Dax.3.16,17, _ 

Qu. How'may We kno, our memory is made alive ? 
* 4. Whereas by Nature corrupt we are zpt tO remember 
fooliſh things, P/alm 106. 3- as ffooliſh jefts,and wrongs and in- 
juries done to us, and arc apt to forger God andall his com- 
mands, P/al.78.7. the Spirit brings good things to a regenerate 
memory, oh» 14.16,ſ0 that the ſoul remembers to pratice, P/;/, 
109.16. And as at other times he remembers his duty, ſo ef; pecrally 
in time of tentation,Gez.3g.10. | 

Q. What ought tobe the ground and motive of 6 Chriſtians obes 


ence? 


A. 1 The Command of Chrift, which is the Bond of the con- 


ſcience, Rom. 1. 14. As 20,22, ? 

2 The love of God from whence ous obedience ought to flow, 
Tohn 14.15. 2 Cor.5.15: 

O. what doth the Scripture reveal of the combate of the fleſh 
and ſpirit ? 

A. It tells us, that the fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and che 
Spirit againſt the fleſh, ſo that we cannot do the good that we 
would do, Gal.5.17. 

2. what may comfart a regenerate man in this combate of Fleſh 


and Spirit ? - 
| A, This 


men ſpiritually alive, are ever and anon apon God, becauſe they 
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4. This may comfert him. 1. That he hates the evil that he 
doth, and lovesthe good that he doth not, Rom. 7.15,16. 

2 That he delights in that law that forbids his evil, Rom. 7. 
22. and conſents unto it that itis a good law, vyer.16. 

3 He groans under his eyilas a moſt heavy burthen, Rom, 7« 
24. and doth not allow-himſelf in theleaſt evil, yer,15. 

4 T hough his fleſhdo too often ſerve the Law of fin, yetin 
his mind or intention of his heart he ſtill doth ſerve the Law of 
Chriſt, Roms 7. 25» 

Q. But ſeeing many natural men have combatsin themſelves in reſ- 
pelt of ſin, bow 5hall 1 know that I combat aright ? } 

A. The combats that Natural men have, are moſtly, _ 

x Betwixt Reaſon and Senfuality ; ſo many are ſorry they 
cannot refrain their uncleanneſs, drunkenneſs, gaming, be- 
cauſe they are contrary to reaſon, 

2 Or betwixt natural Conſcience, and natural Paſſions, as 
in Pilate, whoſe conſcience warned himnot ro-pafs ſenrence a= 
gainſt Chriſt, yet.he durſtnior do otherwiſe; for fear he ſhould 
lofe Ceſars favour. - *:: © Ee Cen ns 

Or betwixt ſome outward evil for a time, or ſome groſs 
ſin all their life long; mean time harbouring ſome ſecret datr- 
ling-abomination,, as. the Jove of their eſtates, liberties and 
lives, more than Chriſt, | 

4 Or berwixt a pw poſe ofcontinuing in finfull pleaſures, and 
a deſire to enjoy eternal pleaſures, as in Balaam, who'defired to 
live in covertoulſneſs, yet would fain haye died the death ofthe 
righteous; lois this combat ſometimes betwixt theſe ſinful plea- 
ſures here,and the tear oteternal vengeance hereafter, 

5. Their combat, how hot ſoever, is ſtill joyned with acu- - 
ſtome and purpole of inning ſo that they lay cown the Cud- 
gels co fin,faying, This is my nature,and muſt doit, 2 Per.2.14 

Now the combatin regenerate men, is, 

I Fierce, and in the purpoſe of the heart againſt all fin, 
though ſometimes it be defeRive in ſome at or acts, 

2 Inthis combar they diſallow the evil they do, not onely 
from a princip)e of natural conſcience (which in ſome ſins car- 
nal men may do) but alſo froma principle of { piritual life, be- 
cauſe it is contrary tothe life which they live, 

| 2 They 
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- 2 They groan under their evils with many a ſigh and tearin 
ſecret, yea (uchevils as the world takes no notice of, as dead- 
heartedneſs declining ofaffeRion to God, want of former fee- 


. lings, hardneſs, of heart, unbelief, coldneſs and diſtraRion in 


good duties, vain hopes, vain tears,carking cares, Jumpiſhneſs 
in Gods ſervice, rilings of reyenge:al(o the tricks the ſoul hath 
had to keep off convincementin ſuffering times, alſo the by- 
ends in the good it hath done. One wears achain as an orna- 
ment, another as afetter, and would fain be rid of it; ſo wicked 
men wear their luſts as ornaments to them, but Gods people 
wear them as the heavieſt chain. | 
4 If inthe combat the Fleſh get the upper hand,and they fall, 
they cannot be quiet till they have turned to God, and recove- 
red their acquaintance with him, Pſalm51.8,9,10,11, 12; but 
carnal men are not troubled, but adde to fin, Gen, 37+ 24s 
Q. Whether it be poſſible for a Chriftian to be aſſured of his union 
with Chrift, and of hu acceptation into favour with God ? 
A. Yes : x becaule the Scripture bids us proye our ſpirituall 
eſtate 2 Cor. 13+ 4+ Gal. 6.4. 1 Cor. 11. 28. Now the Spirit 
would not bid us ſearch forthat which could not be found, 
2 Becauſe the Scripture reveals unto us many evidences of our 
aflurance, ſome token from our union with Chriſt, and ſome 
from the in-dwelling of the Spirit in us. 
Q. What marks or ſigns doth the Scripture reveal to evidence our 
@nion with Chr: ? 
A. The moſt demonſtrative ſign, or at leaſt one of them, is 
ſoveraign love to God,to the Lord better than any en joyment 
of Lands,Liberties, Lite, Wife 8 Children,Mat.10.3 7:Lukeg. 
23. & 144026, Mat.16.24. Which evidence it you leave out;the 
{oul may be deceived in others ſevered from this. For whoſo- 
ever believes in Chriſt, his faith doth work by love, Gal. 5» 4s 
yea by alove of this meaſure, Heb.11.25,26,27,35. 
Q. What are the witneſſes that witneſs a Chriiftians pood conditi= 
on to God- ward? - 
A, They are two: 1 The witneſs of Gods Spirit: 2 The 
witneſs of our regenerated Spirits, Rom. 8. 16. The Spirit bea- 
reth witneſs with our Spirit, that ave are the children of God, ” 
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A Soul-ſearching Catechiſm, - 27 
Q. What doth the Spirit witneſs * 

A. It witneſſes God is our Father; for we having received 

the Spirit of adoption, thereby cry Abba Father, Rom, $. 15. it 

witneſles the things that are freely given us of God, 1 Cor. 2. 

+12, 

, Q. After what manner doth the Spirit witneſſe * 
A. Two wayes; Firſt by. the impreſſions and ſtamps 
which like a Seal upon the Wax, it maketh upon the ſou), E- 
heſe1-13. | 
F nat, by the fruits and effects thereof. 

Q. What are the impreſſions or ſlamps the Spirit maketh upon the 
ſoul? 

A. They are two: Firſt, the ſtamp of Aolineſs, whereby the 
Spirit changeth the Saints intothe image ofGod, from one glo- 
rious grace into another, 2 Cor. 3. x8. (o that asa ſeal deſtroyes: 
that image thar was inthe Wax before, ſo doth the ſeal or ſtamp 
of the Spirit deſtroy corruption in the ſoul inreſpe of the. 
reign of it, and ſet up grace 1n the reign thereof, Rom. 6.14. This - 
ſame ſtamp of Holineſs being throughout, x Theſ. 5. 2 3.and con= 
ſiltiag in a change oftche whole man, 2. Cor. 3.18 and eſpecially 
inatransformation ofthe minde, Ro.x2,2. and will, 4s g. 6. 
is one of the impreſſion of the Spirit. 

Secondly, the impreſlion of Comfort and Feeling, Pſal. 51-8, 
I2. thi, being givenof the Spirir, Eph. 1.13. as air occaſional re= 
frehing, not as daily food for the (oul to feed upon, Pſal. 6. 8. 
Pſal. 31+ 22. doth ſhew the Spirit of God is in us, 2 Cor.1.3.yet 
doth not the want of his feeling prove thatthe Spirit of God is 
not in us : for God dorh ſometimes hide*himlelt from the ſoul, 
Iſa.45 15. Pſ. 51.8. the Spirit in reſp: of this feeling, is one 
of the three wineſſes that teſtifies Chriſt ro be our Saviour, x loby 

. 8, | 
, Q. VVhether i a Chriſtians aſſurance and feeling all one? 

A.No: The word and promile of a powerful, faithful, and 
Willing God, with the notes & evidences of a Chriſtians good 
eſtate, as they are laid down in the Scripturegarethe grounc's of 
a Chriſtians aſſurance;and comtortable feelings are theCrown 
thereof, A poor deſerted foul that hath little feeling,may have 
a ſoveraign loye of God, fear ot lin, and.an a" 
againlt - 
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againſt it, Pſc44-18,19. yea, he may haveuprightneſs of heart; 
10h r.1-compared with chap. 6+4.yea he may havefaithinChriſt 
Pſ. 22.1: yea,an earnelt thirlting after Chriſt, Cant. 5. 6. Now: 
ſhall I have a purpoſe to deny creditywealth andlife for Chriſt, 
yea and have all the forementioned gracious fruits, and ſhall I 
not have grounds of aſſurance that my eſtate: is good to God- 
ward? When Chriſt asked Peter whether he loyed him, hedid 
not ſay, Lord thou kaowelt we cannot tell whether vve love 
thee or no; but ſaid, Thou knoweſt that I love thee. 

Q. VV ben doth the Spirit ſealthe ſoul with comfort? 

4. Firit, when the (out is caſt downin humiliation, and ear« 
neltly.longs for the light of Gods countenance, Iob 22. 29. 1/4. 
29.190 

"odds, upon ſelf-denial ofthat which is pleaſant, or ſuf- 
fering that which is painful, Mat. 9.274 

Thirdly, after confli& with corruptions, or other tempta- 
tions, and victory over them, Apoc.2017: 

Fourthly, when a believer takes pains with his heart, and 
purs forth Eis ſtrength in duty, Hoſea 12+ 4s 

Q. VVhat are the effefs and fruits whereby the Spirit witneſſes his 
7n-being in the ſoul ? | L 

A, They aredivers ; as, 1 An inablement of the ſoul to do: 
things above nature, as to love the Lord Sovyeraignly,to love 
our enemies, to love the godly forthe Image of God in them, 

2 When the Spirit is combating in us againit allthat is ſin, 
Gal.5.17.ſo that we do not onely ſuppreſs the ſame, but alſa 
luſt after graces contrary thereunto- 

As the beams of the Sun ſhew forth the preſence of the 
Sun, ſothe ſighs, groans, and meltings in holy hearts,evidence 
that the Spirit is in them, Zach. 12.10. Rom. 8.26, | 

Q. PYPhat is the teftimony of our own ſpirit ? 

A. Itis the teſtimony of a renewed Conſcience, witneſſing 
ns to be in the (tate of grace, upon ſufficient grounds, Ro.$. 16, 

Q. VVbat are thoſe grounds ? 

A. 1 Becauſe Faith evidences, Heb. 11. 1. 1 Tohn $5.10: That 
none can lay any thing to my Charge, ſeeing Chriſt did not 
only die for me, but roſe again, 8 aſcended into heaven, making 
interceſſion for me, Roe 8. 33. So that he appearing for me as 

my 
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A Seal-ſearcing Catochiſin. '2y 
ry Advorate, Heb. yg. 24 And his bloodſpeaking good things, 
Heb. 1.4. 24+ he is notj onely able ro ſave me to, the uitermoit, 
though my fins be great and many, Heb, 7. 25. but isalſs wil- 
ling in that he promiſes in no wile to calt off chem that come 
untohim, tb» 6.37. Which my poor ſqul doth. | 
|  Q. VV bat other ground is there £ 

4. My union with Chriſt, | 

Q. How knoweſt thou, thou art united with Chrit? 

A. 1. By my (overaign love to him, 1 1oby 4.19. 

2,By my being made a new creature, and my ctucifying the 
fleſh, with the lults andafteRions thereof,2 Coreg. 17. Gal-532 4. 
which is not meaut,asif there wereno oldneſs of nature in me, 
or that every Juſt were actually and perfectly dead; bur its 
meant thus,my luſts are crticifted,and Iam new intentionally, 
becauſe it is that I aimat, and ftrive after daily. 

He that is united to Chritt, lives not in fin, x Iohn 3.6, He 
thatabideth in him fins not, which is not meant fimply of nor 
finaing; for no man lives that fins not x Reg. 8. 46.therefore ir 
is meant of a purpoſe ofſinning: hence thoſe in Chriſt are ſaid 
not to walk after the fleſh, Rew.8.r. that is, though ſometimes 
they may {lip, yet the conſtant purpoſe of their heart is after 
the guidance of the Spirits 

4: He thatabidesin Chrift, walks as Chriſt watked, x Tobn 
2:6:With an « of fimilitude, though not of equality, x loby 337. 
he endeavours tofollow Chriſta every ftep, though hecannor 
take ſuch long firides: As a young writer begins and ends his 
lines, and makes his Letters like his Maſter, though he cannot 
write ſ6fair;fo every Member of Chriſts body having the ſame 
mind, (in his meaſure) that was tm Chriſt, Phil:2:5.endeayours 
to-follow Chriſt in all graces and duties, and his ſo Walking is 
evidentiall unto him: and 6.every one that thus obyes Chriſt, 
he becomes the Author or Cauſer of eternal ſalvation, Heb: 5.9. 

>, He that abidcs in Chriſt istruirful, ob» 15.5, which though 


: Hypocrites may ſeem to imitate, yetthe truitfullneſs of Chri- 


ttians is eaſily diftinguiſhedzin that its not from external mo- 
tives, but from.Chriſt, Foſe 4.8. not for ends ſelfiſh and baſe, bur 
for Chriſt Rome 14+7,8. ; 
Q. VV hat other ground of aſſurance for the ſoul? 

E A, I have 
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4+ haye this ground that my fins are forgiven me, becauſe - 


have the other branches of the new Covenant made over to 
me, as the taking away from me a ſtony hard heart, and my 
heart and the Commandment cloſes together,and that I know 
God with a relithing knowledge, and not onely with a bare- 
notional knowledge; therefore I have this branch of the new 
Covenant, that my ſins and iniquitiesGod will remember them 
no more, ler.31.34. Ezek-36. 25. Heb.811,12+ for all the bran- 
ches of the new Covenantare undivided, and my ſoul truly re- 
pents,and therefore God hath promiſed faithfully to forgive, 
Pro.28,13. 11ohn rt. 8,9. Luke 24. 47. Ats 3.19, Ats5.31, So 
that whatever evidences my repentance, the ſame alſo evi- 
dences the pardon of my fin. 

Queſt, V/bat other grounds of aſſurance have you ſor your 

oul ? | 

f A. I finde an univerſal change :. In the underſtanding, from 
darkneſs to light, 4s 26.18. in the judgment,trom falſe diſcern- 
Ing to a right diſcerning) 14.5. 20. In the Conſcience from. be- 
nummedneſs to rendernels, x Sam-24-5.in the will, from wilt 
fulneſs toevil, ler. 14. 16- loþn 8. 44. to willingneſs for good, 
Ads 9.6. Rom. 7.19. inthe imagination, from habitual running 
upon the W orld,Phil.3.19.tobeofren in Heaven, Col. 3.1,2, 
in the deſires, which formerly were lawleſs, nor awed by the 
eye of God, Iob 31,23. 

Q. But ſeeing there may be changes, 4s from prophaneſs to civility, 
and from civility to 4 form of Religion without the power, bow $hall I 
know my cbange to be right £ 

A. I know itto be a true change, becauſe I gofrom one con- 
trary to another, that the things which I hated,now I love;and 


the carnal courſes [ loved, now I hate, Rom. 7 .15. holy duties-: 


were tedious, now they are delighttul, and now my foul be. 
gins to relith that whicli formerly I loathed, Rom, 8.5+ x 

Q. VV bat other ground of aſſurance bave you ? 

A. This, that | have a true converſion, which appears, 

1. By the humiliation and confuſion of ſpirit I hayefor li- 
ving ſo long a ſtranger from God, Ter.31«19. Luke 15.19. Rom. 
6.21, being {orry I begun no ſooner in Gods wayes, and that 
fince I have begun, I have made no greater halte, 
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2,By my higheſteem of my preſent condition,in a conyerted 
eſtate,thaugh never ſo baſezthat I would not change my con« 
dition with the greateſt man upon erath, that is a ſtranger from 
the Lord, Heb, 11. 25,26. As 8.39. 

Q. YPhbat other ground of aſſurance have you ? 

A. As the Saints of God of old have gathered comfort and al- 
ſurance from their uprightneſle, x Chrox, 29.and Paul had rejoys 
cing from their uprightneſle and godly fincerity, 2 Cor. tr, 12. 
{o we may gather aſsurance from them, when 

1 We ordinarily and uſually look at the eye of God in the 
things we do, Col. 3.23.Eph.6.6,7.and have adeſire(it it might 
be) alwayes to look at his eye, 1/438, 3. 2 Cor, 2, 17, by-ends 
being a grief unto us, Rom. 7-15. 

2 Pprightneſsis ſeen by adiſppſition to part with whatſce- 
God commands, When we cannot hold Chriſt and ſuch enjoy- 
ment together. Mat. 19.21. . 

3- When the ſame fins weayoidin publick, we avoid in ſe- 
cret, out of conſcience to God, loh3r.1.Gen.z9. 10. and the 
ſame duties we do before men, we labourtodothemin ſecret 
before God.Mgt. 6.6. 

4. When a bare command moves us to at in our duty,though 
no ſecond reſpects of credit or profit accompany,E#h. 4.16.Mat. 
14.3. and contrary, though ſecond reſpects of credit and profit 
which are offered, move us to at againſt duty,yer we will nos 
a&t out of Conſcience of our duty ro God, Gen. 39.10. 

Q. But how do you alledge all the forenamed ſignes ? do you make 
the ſoul to ſtay upon theſe, 4 a righteouſneſſe to anſwer Divine 
quſtice ? 

R = Innowiſe: but I make them evidences that I have the 
Spirit of Chriſt in my heart, and having the Spirit, Ialſo have 
the blood. of Chriſt, becauſe theſe are not ſeyered one from the 
other in juſtified perſons: 1 Cor.6.1e.11:Rom.$:30. 

- Queſt: VPbat is that- righteouſneſs which anſwers Divine 
Tuftice © | 

A: It was the ſatisfaRtion of Chriſt upon the Croſs, for the 
merjt or defert wherof God did not only forgive us our fins, but 
did alſo blot out,take away,and by nailing to the croſs did tear 
all hand- writings of Moſaical, or ceremonial ordinances, which 
E 2 > dtd 
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s . | ; 
did publickly profeſs the miſery and guilt of the World, and al- 
ſo did blot outztake away, and tear the damnatory power of the 
moral Law, which being contrary to us,did convince us of fin, 
and condemn us for it, R6.3.20.Gal-3.10. So that as the Debter 
35 quiet whea his Debt is forgiven, and the Bond cancelled ; ſo 
the heart of theBeleever isquieted, when not onely all his fins, 
both original & aRtual,are forgiven, bur alſo all hand: writings 
which may witneſs the lame againſt him, are taken away, Col. 
2+ 12, 14+ Yea, not onely fo, but alſo the ſame Lord Ieſus did 
ſpoil, ſtrip, and diſarme the pricipalities and powers of Hell, of 
all chat power wherby they proſecuted the bond of the Law a- 
gainſt us,Col.2.15.and made atriumphant ſhew of them ſocon= 
quered to the Faith of theBeliever, as the ceriumphant Conque- 
rors of the World were wonty(of oid)to lead the Conquered 
bound before their triumphant Charers, all the people looking 
on, Col. 2, 15. And as in battej, where the General and chief 
Commanders are oyercome, the relt of the Souldiery are alſo 
ſubdued; ſo with the Devils, whatſoever did war againſt us, 
was overcome, as Law, Sin, Death, Hel, Jeb.2.14.1 Cor.15,5 
ſo that none can lay any thing tothe charge of Gods EleR, Ro. 
8, 33s | 
Q. VV at isit to live by Faith£ 
A. Toreſt on Gods promiſes for juſtification, Gal. 2. 20. for 
San&ification, Tobs 15. 2. and for remporal things, Pſ. 34. 10, 
So that whereas carnal men live by ſenſe, believing no further 
than they ſee,and live by their luſts, helping themſelves by in- 
direRt means intime of want and danger, a Chriſtian lives u 
on a promiſe, Heb, 1.7. Gen.32+9,10z11. Efther 4.4. lob ty.15. 
Q. VV hereinisthe life of fatth ſeen? 
A. In ſundry particulars asy 
1. In drawing life and quickning from Chriſt, as the bran- 
ches draw ſapfrom the root, Tohn 15. 5. LES 
2eIn believing pardon of fin,notwithſtanding many circum- 
ſtances of aggravation alledged by Satan and Conicience, Gl. 
2+ 20. 
3-In comforting in aMiitions: though I be afflited, ſaith 
Faith, yet it is the hand of a wiſe God and tender Father, leby 
I8. r1. this Cupis a medicine out of a Fathers hand. 
4:In propoſing God to theſoulin the loſs of all; when there is 
| ; - noting 


A Stll- ſearching Catechiſm, 33 + 
nothing in the barn, nor in the field, faith ſees enough in God, 
1 Sam. 30: 6. Hab. 3.16, 17« 2 Cor.6.9,10. When friends dye, 
and Credit is gone, Faith tells the {oul God lives, and there is 
praiſe with him, 

5.1[n making a perſon let go the beſt of enjoyments for God : 
as credit, x Same. 6.20. and eſtate, Heb,r0.3 4. and pleaſures, Heh: 
x1-25.andlife, 4s 2x. 13. and cauſing him to ſuffer the worſt 
of evils; as reproaches, Heb. 11.2 6.baniſhment, Reyel.1.10, and 
tortures, Heb. x1.35. out of Conſcience towards God, 1 Pet. 
2. 19, » 

6. [n making a perſon refuſe finful gaine, 44s 8. 21. whenit 
might be had without any mans knowledge. Proy.2 1-6, 

7+ In keeping the ſoul from the ufe of unlawful means to 
come. out of trouble, 1 Sam.26.9, 10. Waiting till God open a 
door of deliverance, Iſa.2b.16. | 

8. Incying Godfor a good iffue out of the midlt of troubles, 
2 Chren.20. 12. becauſe of his promiſe that he will never fail 
us, nor forſake us, Heb. 13. 5. | 

9. [n ſetting before the ſoul the recompence of reward, both 
In erernity of joy,t Theſe 4.17-and property of intereſt, x 1o. 5, 
13-all this is thine, (aich Faith. 

10. In freeing the ſoul from a ſlaviſh fear of death, Neb.2,15+ 
Pſ.2 3+ 4+ men have found out comfort againſt other. evils, as 
SI faith onely profeſſes the Cure of the tear of 
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Of Sins againſt Knowledge and 
| Conſcience. 


Q V "ry i it to fin againit knowledge or conſcience? _ 

A. Itis when wetake the fulfilling of a luſt, or 
the performance of a duty into conſideration, and conſider 
motives againſt the ſin,or to the duty;and notwithſtanding all 
theſe motives that would ſtop us, yet. we commit the ſin, Dari. 
5,22.R0m,1-24. or omit the duty, Iam 4.17 | 

Q. VPhether are «ll ſins ag4infi knowledge and. conſcience alike, or 
are ſome greater than others * oy OE 

A. The more aperlon conſidets the iſſues and events of ſuch 
a fin before he commits it, Rom. x .32. and the more conſultati- 
ons thou haſt about it, Dar.6.14-and the more warnings thou 
haſt againſt it, whether from God, Conſcience or men, and yet 
doſt commit it ; the more hainous is thy fin, Mark 14. 21. Mat.; 
17.18,19. Yea, the more ſorrow and reluQancyincommitting 
ſuch an evil, argues thou ſinneſt againſt greater knowledge, 
Mark 6. 26. for this diſpleaſure of minde ariſes, from the deep 
apprehenſion of the evil,than a doing from which thy know- 
ledge would ſtop thee, but It cannot, | 

Q. Whether are ſins committed again#t conſcience and knowledge 
pardonable * 

A. Yes, 1 Becauſe they are not the ſin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

2 Becauſe for the moſt volutitary fins, a Sacrifice was to be 
offered, Levit. 6.8. There were Sacrifices to be offered for him 
thatdenyed a thing that was given himto keep, in the day of 
Reſticution;but if perſons perſecute the truth againſt light, 
and maliciouſly, then there is no pardon for that fin, Heb, 6. 4, 
5. and 10,26,27,28,29. Yetthough ſins againſt Conſcience 
are pardonable,yet this circumſtance, that ſuch a fin was deli- 
berately committed againſt light, makes the ſoul more guilty 
than ordinarily the fin committed therewith. 

Q. Where- - 
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Queſt. - herein is the. greatneſſe. of ſimnes againſt K nowledge 

ane POLE atk 
h A. In divers reſpeRts, 1. In ſuch fins there is a preat con- 
tempt of power, knowledge, and Juſtice of God, Numb. 15. 30, 
Dent.29.19,Numb.15.32,33. 

2. In ſuch finnes there is more of the Will, 1 Sam,r3.12.hence 
Saul for ſinging againſt Conſcience was caft off, 1 Sam,13.12, com- 
pared With 1 Sam.15.14.26, . : 

3. In ſuch fins there is a greater reſiſtance of that light, the 
Spirit kindles in ns, As 5. 3. e-L1anias and Sapphire lying a- 
Sainſt char lighe the Spirit ſet up in them, were ſmit with ſudden 
death for finping ſo againſt-their knowledge, As 7.51. - 

4.. In ſinoes againſt Knowledge there are.fewer pretences, X4ar. 
22,12.f0hy 35.32, Infinnes of ignorance men pretend they know 
not duty, but here's ao place for ſuch pretence, 7oby 9.41; 

5.We may ſee the greatnefle of ſuch ſinnes from the ſtripes pro- 
portioned cothemy Lxke-12. 48, Row: 1. 15, ſuch are beaten with 
many iripes. © oe fi et end lin | 

6. Inthat by ſach fins we do at once quench the fire of the Spi- 
rit, and loſe the feelings of Gods love, P/al.51.11,12, | 

Q. Why do wen venture upon ſins againſt knowledge, ſeeing they 
are dangerows ? ; | ; 

- A. 1 Union of the heart to ſome luſt,ceither of gain or pleaſure, 
Matth.15 10, compared with: verſe 15 ;/ ht 
_ . 2, Lothnefleto cake upthe Croſles that lie-in the way of duty, 
Hence perſons lic, and do other evils againſt conſcience, x Sams. 
13.12. Job 36.21. | z- 

3. Preſuymptuous hope of Mercy, Der. 29. 19. Rows. 2, 4, 5: 
P/alm 68.21. > Sv 

-Q. #hether may not a child of God fall into ns againit kis knoW- 
ledge and conſcience? #4 | 

«A. 1. There are ſome failings in duty, and Rirrings of luſt in 
godly men,which are commitred with knowledge, but not againſt 
it; for it isnot in the power of knowledge to preventthem, Rom, 
7.15.18, theſe evils ariſe on 2 ſuddain, 

'2. A godly man may fin apainſt his knowledge through 
ſtrength of paſſioy, & ſuddain ſurreprion, before he hath time to 
compoſe his heart; Conſcience in the a& of it checks him , yer he 
cannot 
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cannot keep it back: {ſo Peter denyed Chriſt, and Tonch,his Conc 
ſcience told him he ſhould not be angry, when Godaskedhim 
it he did well to be angry, lonab 4.9. 

3- A godly man may fall ſometimes into deliberate fins a- 
gainſt knowledge, when that which he knows habitually, he 
doth not actually think ofzthe violence of the temptation blin- 
ding the judgment, and beating back the yoice of Conſcience 2 
ſoDavid is ſet torth (as a ſmarting (peRacle of miſery, leſt any 
man thould venture as he did) to have fallen into the fins of a» 
duttery and mugder,againii knowledge;Davids mind was ſo ta- 
ken up with Batbsbeba,that he little thought of what he knew. 

4. A godly man exceeding ſeldom ot-never falls into a deli- 
berate fin againſt knowledge, when he doth actually, and de- 
liberately think, and judge of what be knows, 1 lo. 3, 94 | 

Q. But if ſinning againit knowledge be ſo dangerous, is it net beſt to 
Temain in ignorance © 

4A. Ignorance, when itis againſt a mans Will, may excuſe 
from ſo much guilt, Luke x 2.48, yer Will ir not excuſe wholly; 
As 17.30. But whien itis an ignorance of wicked diſpoſition, 
that a man is either willingly ignorant,z2 Per.3.5, or winks and 
cloſes up his eyes againſt the light, 1/4.30.10,11. Matth.13, 13» 
14.10.3.20, ſothat they will not read ſuch Books, nor hear ſuch 
Preachers,nor confer with -ſuch-men as might diſcover vruth to 
them; God is wont not only Iudicially to harden ſuch in their 
blindneſs, Matth. x 3.14. compared with Iohw12440. but will al- 
ſo-one day reckon with ſuch wilful ignorants,as if all their ſins 
had been committed againſt Knowledge: | 

Q. YV hat are the Covenants principally conſiderable, which God 
made with his people ? 

A, Beſides divers other Covenants which he: made, as with 
Noab,and with every living creature, both fowland beaſt, that 
there ſhould be no more a fload ro drown the Earth, of which 
Covenant he made the Rain- bow a token, Gen. 9.9, 10, 11+a8$ 
alſo a Covenant made with David that his ſeed ſhould ſtill rule 
over Iſrael; with the Levites,that they ſhould be his Miniſters, 
ler.33-20,21,25,26. And a Covenant to give the Land of 
Canaan to the lews, Pſal.105.9,10. therearetwo other Cove- 
nants moit confiderable, | 

Q.pPhich 
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'Q. Which are they? | B 

A. 1; A carnalltypicall Covenant, or Teſtament, called old, 
Heb. 8, 13. ſecond Heb. y. 1,worſe, Heb. 8, 6, which was dedi- 
cated with the blood of braſts, Exed,24. 6, 7, 8, compared with 
Heb. 9. 19. This-was with all //rae/,- 1 the Cay when God took 
them by the hand to lead them cut ot the land of Eygypr,Heb. 8.9. 

2. A ſpiritual] or new Cuvenant, | 

Q. What dia this old Covenant /ignifie ? 

A. 1, An Obligation of the Jews tothe Moſaicall Law in ge- 
'nerall, Ex0d.19.5,6,7,8. Exed.24,6,7, 8. inthe perfeRt obſerva- 
tion whereof, (it's thought) they were to have Canaas here, and 
Heaven hereafter ; but failing in one point, they were under a 
curſe, Gal.3.10. the Ceremoniall part of it alſo ſhadowed our 
Redemption by Chriſt, Heb.g.18,19. ; 

Q. What was the proper eff ft of this old Covenam > 

A.Bondage and laviſh fear for not performing what this old Co- 
yenant did require:this was ſignified by Hagar the bond-woman, 
Gal.4.24,25. and by Mount Sinai in Arabia, 2 place without 
the bounds of the Land of promiſe, and by the fleſhly 7ers/alem, 
which was in bondage by her children ; all three which reſem- 
blarces fignifie, that the old Covenant begat childrento bondage, 
not cnly under the unſupportable burden of the Ceremonial law, 
As 15.10. (which was a yoke of bondage, Gal.4. 1,2, 3. alſo 
chap.5.1.) but alfo under the bondage of the curſe,and of Gods 
wrath,for not performing what the Law requires; for which cauſe 
the Law is ſaid to work wrath, Rewa.4.15. to be a miniſtration of 
death, 2 Cor.3.7. and toflay the Soul, Row.7.11. Now,as when 
* a Pitcher falls uponthefiones,it's the weakneſſe of the Pitcher, not 
of the ſtones,that it is broken: So the reaſon why the law miniſters 
death'is nor becauſe ofthe weaknefle of the Law, but the weakneſs 
of our fleſh, Rom.8,3: 

. What is the other Covenant called ? 

A: 1t's that Covenant which the Scripture calls the ſecond C0: 
venant, Heb,$.7. and 9.1,18, Heb. 10.9. or the new Covenant, 
1 Cor.11.25, Heb.$.13. and 9. 15. or the better Covenant, Heb. 7. 
22, 25 being eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes, Heb.$, 6, of which 
Chriſt was ſurety, Heb.7.22, oe gs 

Q. What is this neW Covenant ? 
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A.It is Gods free Promiſ-,whereby he promiſeth not only par- 
don of fins and eternal life to them that are eleR, or do believe the 
ſarve ; bur alſo doth promiſe-to take away the ſtony heart,and to- 
give them x new heart and a new fpiric,and to put his Lawsin their. 
minds,and co wrice them in their hearts,ſo thac all of chem, from. 
the lealtro the greateſt know the Lord; yea, voucbſafes to be their. 
God, and takes chem co be his people. 

Q. What arethe Articles, or Branches in particular. of thu new 
Covenant ? 

A, They are theſe : 1 F-rgiveveſle of fins, Heb.8.12, 1 will be. 
wercifull to their anrighteouſneſſe. and their ins and iniquities will 
I remember no mwe. $0 that the Ele@have not onely redemption 
from O:iginsll finne, bur from all crangrefſion under the firſt 
Teftament, Heb.g.15. by ſprinkling clean water uponthem, Exzck, 
26.25. Chrnilts blood. | 

2- A ſecond branch is eternall life, Rem.5.15. Heb. 9.15. Chrift 
is the Mediatour of the new Teſtament,chat by the means of death. 
(thar is, of Chrifts dexh) chey which are called might receivethe. 
promiſe of eternall inhericance:in this inhericance no boncſlave of 
Satan doth partake,which appears, G«/.41 30.inthe type, in that 
the.ſon of the Bond-woman, which was //2macl, did not partake. 
with the ſon of the Free- woman, which was J/:ac, the meflage 
from God being, Caſt owt the Bond woman and her ſon; for the 
ſenne of the Bond-woman ſhall not be heir With the ſenne of the. 
Free- womans, 

The third Branch is, ſofrning of the heart, Ezek.11. 19. that 
whereas in the naturall[ftare che heart was ſo hard, that neither 
promiſe, threat, nor command, mercy nor miſery moved ; Now 
this ſony heartedneſs is taken away, that the Soul melts under 
the ſenſe of Chriſts ſufferings, it's own infirmities, and Gods. 
mercies, | 

The fourth Branch is, Newnefſe, whereby Chrift doth not one- 
iy cleanſethe ſoal from all filthineſsin the reign thereof, Ezek,36. 
25,26. compz:ed with Row.6.12.15. but alſo puts a new ſpirit, 
or x new frame of a Spirie within;which the Scripture calls :ravſe 

mation Or change of mind, Rom.12.2. 

The fifch Branch is, the putting of his laws in the hearts-of 
the elef3, Heb.B, 10,11, ſo that they.ſhall not teach every man = 
Acigi.. 
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-neighbour, or every man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord» 
for all hall know the Lord, from the leaſt eo the greateſt; 
which is not meant of Notional knowlege (as if perſons in cos 
venant With God ſtood in no need of being tau be by Paſtors, 
parents, Or neighbors)but of affeRive knowledge,that is,ſuch 
a knowledge as carriesaffeQRion with it, whereby they reliſh 
and ſayour good things. For-this, ſee-lobs 17. 3. Iobn 6. 45: 
x Theſſ-4.9- x John 2. 27. this isſucha teaching as God teaches 
the Beesto work intheir kind, whereby he puts an inſtinR in 
them ſoto work. 
The fixth Branch is, the writing of bis law in our bearts, Ter. 
31-33- The pen wherewith-he writes them, is his own Spirit, 
though the miniſtration be of men,z Cor.z,3.Now this writin 
is nothing but the inclination of the will to cloſe with Gods 
law in the breadth of it, the which branch Ezekiel exprefſeth 
thus, Bzck36.27. 1will cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and 70u 
$hall keep my judgments :ſo that whereas in the naturalſtate there 
was an enmity berwixt the theart and the law, the Spirit ſo 
'bends the will, that the heart and the law become ſutable, an- 
{wering one another, as the Seal and the Wax, : 
The ſeventh Branch is, 1 will be their God, and they hall be 
oy people : whereby God promiſeth to communicate tous not 
only every good thing, Pſalm 84. 12. but alſo himſelf, and that 
we that were enemies and ſtrangers, ſball be-his people, Rom, 
9. 25+26- Hoſ. 1.10. 

gd Who ww the Mediator of this nezwo Covenant? 

A. Leſus Chriſt, Heb. g. 15. Firſt, the promiſes were made to 
"Abrahams ſeed, not Seeds, but Seed; one Seed; Which was 
Chriſt, Gal. 3.15, 16. And by vertue of our union With Chriſt, 
we come to be heirs according to promiſe, Gal. z. 29. tbe pro- 
miſes being firſt inſtated upon Chriſt, 2 Cor, 1.20. as being heig 
of all things, Heb.1.12. . 
| Q. Whore the perſons that have benefit by this nexww Covenant? 

A. All the elet from the beginning to the end of the 
world, Rev. 13.8. Gen.z.15. Inthe times of the ofd Teſtamenc 
there were many children of the new Covenant: and though 
Teremiah, chap. 3 1. 31+ call - 4 new Covenant, yet doth he ſo 

2 call 
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4?,. 
call it, becauſe it was clearly manifeſted by .che ApdUes pregcy - 


ing. | RD 
O. But how can the Covenant be made With all the eleF ſeeing 
ſundry of them are not capable of divers brauhces thereof, as infants, 


tarots? &c, 

eL. You mut remember, chat thenew Covenant is called x 
Teſtameat, (xe. 26. 28,) ora Will; now an Infant is capable 
of a Legicy. 2 Though th:y are not capable of all ch+ Branches 
of che Covenant, yet are they of ſome, as forgiveneſl: of fi. 15, and 
_ life ; by cheſe they are ſaved, chough they have not the 
Otcner. 

Queſt, How doth it appear the neW Covenant was alſo a Teſta- 
Went, 

A, Becauſe as other Wills and Teftaments zce, it was confirm. 
ed with che death of the Teſticor, Heb. 9,16. this was eft1biih- 
ed in.che b!004 »f Chrit, A£2e.26.28. t Cor.11..25, B:fides the 
word J1451'tn properly fignifics a Teſtament, 

Q.. What difference betwixt the:tWo Covenants > = 
* A. Tie old Ovenant'required perfect obedience, but gave no 
frzagritoda ic: hencecalledF Favlcy ] Heb.8.7. notin reſpet 
of ic (elf, bat is*; faulty with 3 faultinels of imperfeRion, not of 
finfulagſs:, but in the new Coveaantis a, promile of ability co do 
wha; God requires : as he requires.loveof us, A{zt.10,37. ſo he 
pro.nifes it; ſo doth he for faith, Epa..8. repentance, Ezeh, 

36,26,27. an4 Gods fexr, fer 32.49. Heace calle1a Covenant of 

Grace, becauſe he doth our part as well as his own, 

Seconlly, the ol4 Covenant required obedience in the rigor, 
anJ cact the tranſereſsor for every breach, Dewe,27, 26. Gal, 

3:19: The new Vovenant requires on the creatures parc 0nely the 
perfe ion of fincerity which conſiits principally in a1 univerſill 
pu-oſe and eadexyour for new obedience, fobz.15: 14: with an 
hearty ſorcov if they be overtacen contrary £0 chis pucp ve, 

& Thirdly,che ol | Covenant was much up37 cenparail promiſes, 
33 L2vit: 16:3: Deat:28.1,'7. bur che new Coveaant rans upon 
fpicitual andececaul promiſes, Heb.3.6; 

- Foacthly, the ol{ Covenant is aboliſh?1 and cone to un end, 
Heb, 8. 13. Caſt out the Bond-woman aud her ſon, Gal. 4. — 
| l of 
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Butthe new Covenant is everlaſting, Heb:13:20. in oppoſition 
to the abrogated coyenant, ſo thatas a wite is free from her huſ- 
band when he is dead,fo we are freed from the old Covenant, 
it beiag dead,and we being new married uato Chriſt, Ro.7. x, 
23 3 to Q | , . ; 
Filthly, the ald Covenant was: very dark, 2 Cor. 3.13, Moſes 
puta veil over his face, to ſignifie the children of Iſrael}, could 
notſee Chriſt. Hence, as thoſe that learn the Rudiments or be- 
ginning of a languagezare in bondage, not knowing what be- 
nefic will come by them: ſo were ſundry Iews and others un- 
der the bondage ofthe Rudiments of the world, Gal. 4. 9. and 
could not with anyclearneſs underſtand it, Contrary, the new 
Teſtament is clear; the Miniſters of it uſe great plainnels of 
ſpeech, 2 Cor. 3.12413. and the children of the new Covenant 
ſee with much plainneſs, as in a [ooking-glaſs, 2 Cor. 3.18, 

Q. But ſeeing you ſay the old Covenant i abolished, whether or no 
are we freed from the Law of Moſes? 1 | 

A. Believers are delivered, Firſt, from the curſe for breach 
of it, Gal. 3.13. Secondly, from the covenant of the Law,under 
which notion it ſeems to have been delivered on Mount Sinai, 
Ex0d.19:5,6,8, Exod. 248. Thirdly, from thehand: writing of 
the Law, as icteſtified againſt us our guilr, Col. 2. 14. asa tree 
Creditor not onely torgives the debt, bur alio cancels the bond 
that might witneſs it againſt his debtor.. Fourthly, frem the 

ower It hath to ſtir up to ſing Re.7:5.8. the more the Law for- 
bids ſin tonatural men, with much more proneneſs they ate 
carried to it, Fitthly, from the Moſaical inſtitution of it, as it was 
by Moſes peculiarly appointed to the Iews lohn 7.19.Did not Mo- 
ſes give (Tos) the Law * Iohn 15.25. It is written in (Their) law. 
And eiſe why did Moſes command the ſeventh day from the ' 
creation to be obſerved, and we obſerye the firſt day of the 
week? 

Q. How are webound to obſerye Moſes his Laws ? 

A, x Asthey are Laws of Nature: 1 call thoſe laws of Na» 
ture, which men by the light of nature praQice, Ro. 2.14. as char 
God is to be worſhipped, parents honoured, that no, man is to 
take away the Wite or goods of another. 

'* 2 Sofar as they are Laws of equity andjuſtice. ; 
ol | 3 $0 
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3 Sofaras they are Laws of holineſs ; forthe Children of th 
new Teſtament wholived under the old Teſtamentymade great 
AA ORTE 3 conſcience of them, Luke 1.6. and they tend to the perfeRing of 
M0 the new Creature, 2 Tim.3.16. Row, 15. 4+ Hence the Spirit 
j writes the Law lg regenerate mens hearts, Bzek. 36,27-Heb.8. 
10: Which he would not do, ifit werenota rule of holineſs; | 
yea, all Gods Law is holy, juſt,and good, Re.7.12, whereunto 
LAY regenerate men, (as ſuch)had reſpeR, Pſ, 119.6.yea are bound te 
if ({RW.E have reſpect, Iames 2. 10, 11. all which proves the holineſs of 
114008 Gods Law,I mean the Scriptures penn'd by Moſes, withall o- 
1 HER other prophetical Scriptureswhich expound tbe ſame. | 
1:0 1 Q.FVbat comfort may we draw from this new Covenant? 
A. Much comfort : when thy huſts are prevailing, God will | 
ſprinkle clean water, Ezek, 36. 25. when hardnels of heart aſ- 
+. 0; ſaults, God will cake away a ſtony heart, Ezck. 11.19. when | 
ONT old luſts aſſail, that God will givea new heart, Ezck . 36. 26» ; 
"WW | ſo when thy heart begins to diſreliſh good things, that God 
3 My s will give thee aſavory heart to reliſh them, Heb. 8. 11. if thy 
heart riſe up againſt any of Gods commands, that God will ; 
write this Law in thy heart, ler. 31. 33. and when thy heart C 
ſhall doubtof Gods favour,remember that he ſaith, 1. will be their : 
Gol, and they shall be my people, Heb.8.10. | 
Q. VVhat are the ſigns of the new Copenant ? [ 
4. They are two: 1 Baptiſme, 2 The Supper of the < 


Lord. 4 

Q. Declare in particular what B eptiſme is? F 

4. Tris aſfign of my fellowſhip with Chriſt in his death, bu- : 

Þ 6 $4Ftl rial, and reſurreRion, that as my body is waſhedand buried in q 
Wn: wateryſo I:-believe my fins are waſhed away,and buried in the | 


death of the Lord Teſus;and as I didriſe again out of the water, i 
ſoI did riſe again with Chriſt, being diſcharged from my ſins 
in his death and reſurreQion; and have already begun and pro- 
feſſed tharI am bound toriſe to walk with Chriſt in newneſs 
of life, Rome 63 o4,5s 6s Cal. 2.12. 
Q. VP ho are the right ſubjefsof Baptiſme? 

A. Thoſe that are made Diſciples or Scholars of Chriſt, Mar. 
28. 19. that make profeſſion of believing with their whole 
hearts, 44s 8. 37, Heb. 10. 22, 23-andof their repentance from 

| dead 


et CES. EE. 


MO ue AI Ee ap: _ 
o $.."S 44 CES” 4.5 


| 4 Soul- ſearching "Catechiſm. OR 
dead works, Mat.3.6. Aﬀs 2.38, 39. andofthieir right knows 
ledge ofthe objeRt of worſhip, that is, the Trinity, into whoſe 
Name they are baptized, Mat. 28, 19. and of their natural cor- 
ruptions; without which, they will ſee no need of. waſhing, 
Mat. 3-14.and of their ſeif- denial; without which, they are nor 
Chrilts Diſciples,Luke 14+ 26. and {o not to be baprized, by the 
very words of the Commilſlion of Chriſt, Mati2 8.19. Makg diſ- 
ciples of all Nations, bapiizing them;tor the Creek word ſignities to 
make diſciples. and nor barely toteacb.)Alſo they muſt make pro- 
teſſion of their ſpiritual life; wichout which, they are not 
members of Chriſt the living head; alſo, ofthe returretion ot 
the body, which is alſo fignified in Baptiſme, x Cor. 15. 29+ 
and of the laſt judgement; 

Q. May not infants be baptized ? 

4A,No, inno wilt , it being groſs will- worſhip, condemned, 

Col. 2. 23. Mat. 15. 9g. the Scripture declaring baptiſme to be 
applyed only co thoſe that are diſciples, Mat.2 8.19.& believe, 
Mar. 16.16. 4#t8.12.27.8 17,8: and repent Ads 2.38,29. and 
have put on Chit, Gal.3.27.and have received the Houly C hoſt, 
Aas r0.41. We muſt not preſume ro apply it to any other. 

Beſides, infants underſtand not the.new covenant,therefore 
they have nothing to do with the ſigns thereof, unleſs God had 
commanded other wiſe:neither are they inChiiſts commiſlion, 
and therefore excluded te the end of the world. 

Q. 15 not the command of circumciſion to the lews a command to 
Chriftian parents to baptize infants ? 

A. It you make the command of circumcifion to be the 
Iinſticution or command for infants baptiſme, you hold forth 
circumciſion ſtijl, and ſo hold forth that which typifies Chrilt 
to come inthe fleſh. Perſons were circumciſed upon a flethly 
covenant intailed to generationgnot toregeneration: but now 
believers are baptized upon a command of God, as a decla- 
ration of the waſhing away of their fins in Chriſts blood, 
Ads 22, 16. circumciſion, with the reſt of the ceremonies, 
were aboliſhed 'in Chriſt, Col-2.17. Heb:9.9,10. 1 It we may 
call back one, we may call back all. To ſay, fo far a com- 
mand binds us, and ſo far not, without a plaine declaration 
of Gods will, is high preſumption. Weare therefore ro ſtand faſt 

| in 
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3n our liberty, Gal. 2.16. Gal. 410,11. & 5. 1,2,3- The Apoſtlez 
Col.2.10,11,12-totakethe Iewith brethren wholly off from 
Circumciſion, doth not ſay, We have another ordinance in 
ſtead of circumciſion, or by vertue of that command ; but, We 
have Chriſt in ſtead of all ; we are circumciſed with the Cir- 
cumciſion made without hands by the Spirit of Chriſt; we are 


compleat in bim,ver.11. not with a compleatneſs of outward or-. 


dinances, but by a compleatneſs of Chriſt alone, It is ſuppoled 
by ſome,that without a ſucceſſion of ſome ordinance inſtead of 
circumciſion, we are not compleatin Chriſt, or nor ſocom- 
pleat as thelews;but this 18,1 Falſe, becauſeir's contrary to that 
the Apoſtle aſſerts, that weare compleat in Chri# alone, becauſe 


in himis the fulneſs of all that was ſhadowed. 2 It is dangerous, 


becauſe the ſame reaſon that willconclude we are not come 
pleat without a {uccefſion of fome ordinances in ſtead of cir- 
cumciſfion, will conclude we are not compleat without a ſuc- 
ceſſion of ſomething inſtead of Temple, Sacrifices, Altar; and 
ſo, after the Popitſh manner, ail Iewith Rites will be recalled 
under new names. The queſtion ſtarted at Colofie, was not uni- 


_ verſally, wherein a Chriftians perfeRion conſiſted; but where- 


in it conſiſted in poiat of juſtification; whether by Chriſt alone, 
or by the law andcircumciſion joyned with him. To this he 
ſaith, VVe are compleat in him, 

Q. But may | not draw aproportion, that 4s infants in the time of 
the Iews were circumciſed, ſo infants of believers under thetimes of the 
Goſpel may be baptized? | 

A. Inno wiſe. We muſt not make additions in worlhip from 
our conceited proportions. Proportions of Gods making may 
be obſeryed, as theſe following : The Priefts lips mu#t preſerye 
knowledge, Mal.2.7. ſo mult the Bishops be apt to teach, 1 Tim. 3.2, 
As the Prieſts by offering ſacrifice held forth Chriſt, Heb. 9. ſo 
the Miniſters by preaching Gal. 3.1. as the Prieſt was to have a 
conſecration, ſo the Miniſters an Ordination ; Will it therefore 
follow,that a command to a Prieſt to offer a ſacrifice propitia- 
rory, ſhould be a command to a Goſpel- Miniſter to offer a ſa- 
crifice propitiatory,as the Maſs.prieſts do? Ora command for a 
Prieſt to wear a linen Ephod, ſhould bea command toaMiniſter 
to Wear aSuarplice? or that there muſt be a Pope over the 
Churchg 
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Church, beeauſe there ws an high-Pricſt intime- of the Law? or 
that we muſt receive the Supper with 2nlcavened bread, becauſe 
the Paſsover was (o received ? Yet do theſe as well follow,as bap- 
riſing of infants, from circameſion of infants. 

The trne proportions flowing hence aretheſe: 1 None viere 
cixcumc*%*d, but thoſe commanded or exemplified ; ſo none ought 
to be baptized, but ſuch. 2. As Abraham believing was circum- - 
ciſed, -and all the males of his houſe, both men and children of 
eight dayes old, both bond and free :fo now any man believing 
muſt be baptized, with all his houſhold, both men and male chit- 
dren of eight days old, both bond ard free. The formal reaſan why 
Abrabam and the Jews received Circumciſion, was Gods com- 
mand concernivg infants Baptiſme: if ary ſach command be, let ic 
be prod c:d. | | 

Q. Whither are the children of believers in Covenant together with 
their Parents? 

A. No: for the children are oft out of Covenant,when the fa- 
ther is in covenant. It's ſaid, Gal. 3.7,9. that they that are of 
the faith of Abraham, are the children of Abraham ; bue no- 
where hath God made promiſe to be a God of believers and 
their ſeed, unleſs npon a preſuppoſal that the Lord ſhal call the feed 
as well as the father, As 2.39.If the natural poſterity of Abraham 
were not in the Covenant of grace by vertie of chat promiſe, 
Gen, 17.7 .45 appears, Row.9.7. neither becauſe they are the ſeed of 
Abraham are they all children, and verſe 8. Theſe that are the 
children of the fleſh, theſe are not the children of Ged; but the 
chilaren -of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed: much leſs are 
the children of othicr believers children of promiſe by vectue of 

eneration: | | | 

He that ſhall hear men preach, that children of believers are in 
the Covenant of grace,and they that are in the Covenant of grace | 
cannot {all away, may be apt to conceive kimſelf in that covenant 
of grace without repentance and faith, and ſhall be ſaved without 
any obedience. And may not on the other ſide godly Parents, 
when they ſec their cuilcren hive vitiouſly, doubt whether they 
themſelves be true believers, beczuſe they ſce not their children 
inthe Covenant of grace ? | | 

There is a promiſe of calling —_ niturall ſeed of Abra- 
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bam,Ron.11.27.but Gd hath not made any ſuch promiſe to any, 
much leſle to allthe naturall ſeed of any believing Gentile. 

Q A enot the Ordinances the outward part of the Covenant? and 
25 not the title to rt4r hereattar f? | 

A. Is a box that conveyes a Jewel, the outwa'd part of the 
Jewel? Isa conda't-pipe that conveyes water, the outward parc 
of the water?Is .{aro,?: put the outward part ofthe Manna, that 
ic kept ? | 

2 Suppoſe the O-iinarces were the outward part of the Cove- 
nant, how is citle hereco heredicary, ſeeing that no: onely from 
particular perſons, but even whole Churches, as Epheſus, &c. 
theſe (:dinzrices have been romovyed long fince. 2; 

B-fi {esir is no where ſaid in Scripture. The chil] ſhall bz b:p- 
eized by vertue of his believing farhers being bapcized ; or enjoy 
Ocdinances, becauſe hisfacher en; yed chem. 

3 There is bat one Covenzt new, Heb,8 10,417 the articles ard 
branches whereof arc inward, and fo is the S:al chereof,the ſpirit, 
Eph.1.13. There Can be no outward d:(p:nſation of an uncertain 
thing ; - now it is uncertain of any indiv.duall infanr, whether he 
be in the new Cavenant. 

Q. But doth not Chriſt ſay, Of little children 18 the Kingdome 
of God? therefore they may be baptized. | | 

A. 1 Ther.'s two wayes of bel>nging to Gods Kingdome, 
1 By way of eleQion ; which is ſecret. 2 By calling ; which is 
manifeft. The Ordinance of Beptifme ovg!r nor To be diſpenſed 
upon eletion, or remiſſion of ſi2s, which is ſecret, but upon th 
manifeſtation thereof. | 

2 Chriſt baptized not, onely 14;4 on his han's on them , John 

.2, Hid Chriſt uſed to baptize infancs, the diſciples would not 
have kept them back. 

3 The KingJome of God being taken for the Kingdome of 
grace, the KingJome of glory, and the viſible Church,it would 
poſe 2ny man living to prcve that the viſible Church ſhould be 
meanr here, 

4 B:{fJes Luke 18.16, they were not Infants, Becauſe Chriſt 
15 ſaid to cl! them, 
Qaet, 7/pat further Reaſons have you anainit Infant- Bap- 


ef, The 


23/mne © 


A; 1 The Baptiſme of Chrift is a buriall in watere; the ba 
tiſme of Infants is a ſprinkling, Rem.6.3 4.C 2.12, 

2 Baptiſme doth not cauſally, efteQively, or a vely: I nv2n, 
it doth not from the work done confer ſaith, bur refers ts the, 
new Covenant, in,by, and through the underſtanding: cherefore 
where it is diſpenſed, there ought to be an ucderftaricing t© con- 
ceiveit. 

3 The ſame benefit confirmed in the Supper, that is, rencligt) 
of fins, is confirmed in Baptiſmeztherefore Infants beiog excluded 
from the one, for want of exzmination,they are aj exc:uiled {romn: 
the other for want of faith and repentance. 

4 Infant-baptiſme hinders bajptiſme from being diſpcn{ed,as fol n 
and other &poliles ciſpenſed it : they dſpenſed it vpon prefiftiion 
of faith ; but no ſuchehin?2 canbe in infants. 

Q. 1n What manner muſt Bapti[me by aaminiſfired > 

A. The ſubject muſt be righe, chat is, not onely taught, but 

taught ſo long, that he be made x Diſciple, at. 28.19, 
2 Not by ſprinkling, but by burying, Rew.4.5.Co!, 2. 12, not 
of the brow or face oneiy, bur of the whole body, Heb.10.2 2:in 
 wwch water, |ohn 3.23. into which the Baptizer, and the perſon 
to be Baptized are to enter, Afar. 3.6, As 8.:38. whois to be 
baptized into the name of Father, Son and Spirn, ALſat.28.19. in 
token of remiflion of ſins, As 2, 38. the name of God being 
firſt called upon, A&s 24.16. 

Q. Do you juage it better to defer Bapti/me till perſons be able 
to make profeſſion of their faith ? 

A. Yes, Infants cannot give any ground to any diſpenſer of 
Baptiſme,why he ſhould dipenſe it ro them. The dipenſing it to 
Infants, confounds the world, and the Church together ; many 
hereby bring made Chriſtians in name, who never made choice of 
Chrift,nor have any love to Chriſtianity, yea hereby rhe Churches 
are filled with rotten members ; many of which growing ap per- 
ſecute the true members, | 

By deferring Baptiſme till perſons know Chriſt, the Churches 
would in time come to have aright matcer, 

Q. Have not Infants faith ? 

A. No: they have not reaſon to diſcern good or evil, De#t.1. 
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39. 76.4.11.had they — were preſently to be admitted » | 
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the Supper : faith is an a& ofthe Underſtanding, as well as of the 
Will. 

Q. 11hether is there any reaſon that Baptiſme ſhonld ſucceed 
Circumcijios, becauſe that as Circumciſion ſigned the Spirituall 
part of the Covenant, that is, Circumciſion of heart ; ſo baptiſme 
Ald fignifie the ſame ? | 

A. N3, forthe Manna,the water flowing out of the rock, the 
Zacritices undec the Law, and the ſprinkling of blood, ſignified 
the ſame; yet will not any man ſy, Bapriſme ſucceeded theſe, 
becauſe of the ſignification. | 

The Lords Sapper ſignified the ſame ; yer will no man ſay the 
Lords Supper ſucceeds Circamcifion'in reipe&t of any uſe : In no- 
Ting eiſe,that I know of,is there x likent ſe berwixe Circumciſion 
and Bip. iſme, and therefore to draw infants Biptiſme from it, is 
no conſequence And ſo much more, becauſe the ſtate of the Jew- 
iſh Church is at an end, which was Nutionall;zand we have Goſpel- 
Congrepationail-Chuiches- | | 

ObjeR. Circumciſion was a Seal of Abraham's faith; therefere 
B apti/me coming in the room of it , ought to be diſpenſed 19 
Infantr, he | ; | 

1; 1: Then none ſhould be baptized, fave thoſe which have 
faith, and the righteouſneſſe of faith. Infants though they may 
have-a righteouſneſs, yet they cannot have the righteouſneſs of 
faich, becauſe chey have no power co believe. If there were any ſuch 
ſucceſſion, then Bapriſme ſhould ſeal the righteouſneſs in faith ;; 
which it cannot in infants, ES hes | 

2 It is abſurd, chat Baptiſme ſhould ſucceed Circamciſicn, in 
reſpeR of infancy, not mentioned inthe text; and not in growth 
of ſtature, which now: Abre<hays had : nor in qualification of the 
righteouſneſs. of faith, which-wasthe qualification of Abraham ;: 
both which are mentioned in the text. Fo." 

3 Baptiſme. ſucceeds Circumciſioo, neicher,-r Ih reſpe&X' of 
ſubje&: ſome there were to be Circumciſed, -thar' are not to be' 
Baptized; as bought ſervants; and ſome to be Baptized, that were 
not to þ2 circumciſed ; as females, 2 Nor in reſpe& of ſociety. 


Circumcifion was an inlet into the Jewiſh Church, Baptiſme into - 


the Chriſtizn Church, 3 Norin refpe& of uſe;for Circumciſion en- 
zaged Jews and Proſelytes to the Jewiſh Ceremonies; bac-Bap- 
::ſme is a declarative of remiſſion of ins, Qu. #0 


— 
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YL. Whe hath the power of diſpenſing the Ordinance of Baps 
tiſme ? 

_ It ſeems to me, that 1 Apoſtles, 2 Evangelifts or Goſpel. _ 
preachers have power herein, 

O; How prove you that there is ary ſuch Office in the Charch, 
43 eApeſtles or Meſſengers? for ans Apoſtle is nothing but 4 
Adeſſenger. 

A. 1. Becaiſe, as God gave Paſtors ani Teaclers, ſo did be 
give Apoftles, Prophets and Evanrgelilts, for the perfelting of the 
Saint:, Eph. 410,11, 12, 13. therefore it foilows, that, Tl al 
the Saints be perfeted, till the body of Chriſt be built up , this 
Office is to remain in the Church, To ciiiinguiſh chat Paſtors, 
and Texchers are ordinary Officers, bat the office of Apoltles 
and Evangelifis is extraordinary , or thee the work of perfeAing 
Saints, andedifying Chriſts body iyes upon P-ſtors and Teachers, 
and not upon Apoftles, and Evarigeliſts, is ro put a diftinftion 
where the Scripture puts none : the twelve Apoltics were given 
before Chriſt his aſcerfion ; but theſe Apoſiles, Ep4.4. 10, were 
vivenafters ſceverſe 8,9. | : 

2 Secondly, ir appears from Gods own order; 1. Cor. 12:28, 
God hath ſet ſome in the Church, fr# Apo "les, ſecondarily Pre- 
phets thirdly Teachers. If he ſet them fiſt, what are we, that we - 
can either aboliſh chew, or ſet them in other places when God 
will give them. __ | | 

3 Thirdly we find 'Apoitles ip ſundry” of the Churches ; 
therefore they are a ſtanding Office: at Ephe/ſas, Eph. 4-10. at 
Philipps, Phil.2. 25. the Greek word is Apoſtolos : At mich, 
Aft 13.23. at ferwſalem; Atls 1 26. at Comb 2 Cor.11.13, See 
alſo, 2 Cor.$.23. or our brethren be enquired of they are the A- 

foftes of the Churches. So in the Greek, Gal. 1. 1, Paul an 
Apoitle, not of men, nor by man, but by [eſns Chrift; to ſhew 
there were Apoſtles by men, or of mens ſending, beſides thoſe 
ſent by Chriſt. Andronicus and Zuxia wete Apoſtles in Rome, or 
i hereabouts, Row.16.7.they were of note' among the , Apoltles, 
1 ot onely becauſe they were of eſteem, but becauſe they did lz- 
Lorioufly preach: ſo were Barnabas, Silas, Timethens, Luke 
#ark, &c, though none of tite twelve, 

= Fourthly 
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' *:Fourchiy, Apolttes are called £0 rej5yce at Babylons defiruRtion, 
Rev.1$.20. Now ifthere were-no Apoſtles but the firſt ewrlve, 
Babylon could 10 them no wrong, ſeeing ſhe was not in being, till 
three hundred years afcer Chriſt: cherefore ſome Apoſtles muſt be 
meant, co whom Babylon had done miſchief. 
Fifth'y , 1t appears trom Reaſon; there is as much need of 
Apuſtles for ro gather perſons from cheir natnarall and Babylo- 
n ſh cate, as there was to gather them from Judaiſme and Gen» 
tih{me. 
Q What is eſſentiallto #n «Apoſtle in theſe times ? 
e-7.1 Abilities of grace and parts, Romp.10. 
Secondly, the choice and ſending forth of a Church, 2 Cor. 8. 
19. the Meflengers that went alony with Pavl, verſe 23.arc (aid 
to be choſen of the ('hurch; Barnabas was ſent by the Church of 
feruſalem to go tO Antioch, Atts 11, 22. Epaphroditus was 
el.us . ſent by the Church at Philipp: , Phil.2.25. Paul by the © 
Church of Antiveh, As 13.2. 
Q.- What is the office of ſuch an Apoitle? 
A. i1 To bring che DoArine of ſalyation, As 1. 22, anda 3; 
26. and 28,28, 
Secondly, to baptiſe, AF; 28.18. 1 Cor.1.16. 
Thirdly, to lay on hands, As 8.17. As 19:5,6, 7. 2 Tim, 
1.6. after Baptiſme. 
4 Ordination of Elders and Deacons,and to lay hands on them, 
Aﬀs 6.6. As 14.23. Tits 1.5, yerhe is to have 2 great hand 
in Church cenſures, 1 Cor,g.4.1 Tim.1.21. 
Q. What 5s the difference betWvixt the twelve Apoſiles, 
called immediately of Chrift, and theſe called mediately of 
Churches. 
A.The ewelve,or at leaſt eleven,were called perſonally of Chriſt ; 
the Apoſtles of Churches are called virtually by Chriſt his 
command, or order, Epheſ:4+10. He thav can immediately make 
ont his call, hath enoughto fatisfie his own, and other mens con- 
ſciences, though nor called perſonally by Chrift, Some of the 
ApoſRles called by Chrift perſonally, were pen-men of Scripture, 
.. an 1 ſo were infallible, 2Pec.t.21.yet were they not infallible ineve- 

ry thing Gal.2.13.but bad they ſo been, yer is ſending of a Church 
. and giftedneſle the formal cauſe of Apoſtleſhip, as was proved be» 
ore, and nor infallibility. 2.8ut 
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O. But were not miracles the ſignes of an Apoille 7 2 Corinthians, 
I2. Zo 

A. No: The Avoſltle ſfaich not, wonders or iniracles were 
ſigns of an Apoſtle,(which many other believers could do)bur 
he {aich,the ſigns of an Apoſtle(which was converhen of ({c.uls, 
called the ſeal of bis Apoitlesbip, x Cor. g, 2, ) were wicught by 
him in tigns and wonders. 

Q. 1s not thu Dofrine concerning Apoiiles, ſet down ve! F, barely in 
Scripture? 

A. The Docrineconcerning Apoſtles, co-mparirg it with 
the Doarine of the ReſurreRion and |2ſt Iudgmen, 1s nor ſer 
down with ſuch clearnefs; but comparing it with the Aſerti- 
ons about the calling of Paſtors and Elders, as now practiſed in 
the retorm-d Churches (as they are called) there is greatneſs ct 
light: for che call of rhe Miniſters goes upon one ct theſe thice 
heads, 

I.. Succeſſ;on of perſons :. as that rhe Miniſters have been or- 
dained by :chem who have been ordaivedof others. Nowy this 
is moſt unczrtain, having been inter14;pred ſo, qgtiev, and yer 
Once wete enough to make itanuility- Beſides, there having 
been no Scripture Writ for above this fifteen hundred yeers, Jl 
that men can hays fo: it, is onely hamane reftimony, which is 
no ground to him that (cruples. By what poryrer and atthority de 
ou thi? B:iJes all fycceſlion hath gone through the filly cha 
nel of che Rymith Churchcs, winch have bzen tor roany I.und:c 1 
yeers over-{pread with Idolitty, will- wo: hip, and falle m:t- 
ter; wherein the Teachers relpeRively, in whom ſuccc five 
power is ſuppoſed to refide, were the clijet.tt ft:ckiers, 2nd 
deeplieſt guilty in thoſe abominations. | 

2 Proportion; that b-cauſe the Church choſean Apolile theres 
fore the Church may now choole a Paſt>r ; becauſe that the A- 
poſtles Paul and Barnabas ordained Elders iy eve'y Chuich, 
which they had been inltrumentalto bring to the faith 47s 1.4. 
23. therefore a Company of Synod- men or Presbyters may 
ordaininevery Church, or becauſe Paul left Tirws in Crete to 
ordain Elders in every City, Titus !, 5. therefore other men 
may be deputed to ordain by the power of a national or pro- 
vincialPresbytery:itthen affirmations for the one be dark, how 
mach more dark isthe other? 3 Rad:- 
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2 Radicallity, that is, that though all Officers and Ordinan- 
ces are loſt, yetthat the powerrelolyes itſelf into the Church, 
as the ſap ot trees In winter goes into the root; and thatthe 
power of recovering Officers being there ſeated, any Church 
or company of Believers hath authority from Chritit to bring 
this power into act : which being the belt ground that I know 
the reformed C:utches to have trom theſe Sctiptures, 1 Cor.ge 
21. Ep244+10,11, 12. Co thereupon In fundry independent 
Churches chooſe and ordain O fhicers of Paſtor, Teacher, Dea- 
con,Eideri; anc why notallo may they chooſe Apoſitie and E- 
vangeliſt, or Meſſenger and Golpel- Preacher, being there is 
the ſame radical power for the one thar there is for the other ? 

QF bo beſides Apoſtles have power to baptize ? 

A. Evangelilts or Goſpel-Preachers: ſo Philip baptized the 
Eunuch, Ads8. 37-and many of the Samaritans verl. 12. now 
by Goſpel- Preachers, I mean thoſe, who though not ſent by a 
Church, yet being piftee ſhall preach ſ:ul-ſavingly, whether 
ſent of the Magiſtrate when Churches are either defeRive or 
unable, 2 Chros. 17,7,8. or going of their own accord, as thoſe 
who went out lobn 3. Epift. ver.6,7.\uch an one was Timothy, 
2 Tim. 4-5. on Whom hands wereiaid, 1 Tim. 4.1 4. the difte- 
rence berwixt theſe © ofpel- Preachers and Apoſtles, ſeems to 
be this, that as the Apoſtles were ſent into the world to con- 
vert perſonsto the faith, Mark 16.15.ſo theſe Evangeliſts went 
unto the Churches toaccomplith the work the Apoſtles had be- 
gun:\uch were Tzu, Mark, Tychicu Epaphras:yer were not A- 
poſtles limited onely to the World, nor Evangeliſts to the 
Churches. 

Q. PVhether may not other diſciples baptize ? 

A. The Scripture doth not ſocicariy ſet down herein, yet itis 
more than piobable that Ananies, a Diſciple of Damaſcus bapti- 
zed Pail, Aﬀs9.17, 18. and that ſome of the three Brethren 
that came along with Peter from Ieppa, baptized Cornclims and 
his company, /.s 10.48. 

Beſides, ordinary Diſciples may make Diſciples, Acts 11, 25 
22, theretore they may baptize, Mar. 28.18.it we fay theejeven 
Diſciples only were appointed by the Comillion to make Dif- 


.. Eiples,then it follows thattheBrerhren that inade ſo mary Dil. 


ciples at Anioch, ſhould have ſinned in their ſo doing, tor want 
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| A Soub ſearching Catechiſa, = by © 
of a Commiſſion, yet may not women baptize, becauſe they are 
forbid to teach, : Cor.14.34. 1 Tiw.2.1:. 

2. But uu net Baptizeamfſe in the diſpenſer of Baptiſme, eſſon- 
tiall to Baptiſme, ſering we never read any unbaptizid pirſon aid 
baprize. 

ef. Baptizedneſle in the Diſpenſer is not efſcntiall to Baptiſme: 
for then 1 an Ordinance of God ſhould be admiciſired wpon hu- 


- - mane Teftimony ; for how can any man be ſure that there hath 


becg a line of baptized perſons from che Apotiles to him that bap- 
tizedchee, eſpeciaily ſeeing no Scripture hath been given by God 
for this fifteen years ard upwards, 

Beſides 7ohn who baptized firft, we read nothing. of his Bap- 
tiſme, beſides none of thoie that were baptized in Scripturezas the 
Samaritanes, the Exnuch, the three thouſand, Aﬀs 24.2. Lydia, 
the Jailor, &c. never asked any of che Diipenſers of Bzptifme 


- (though ſtrangers rothem): whether themſelves were baptized ; 


which had heen moſt material], tai a diſpenſers baptiſednefle been 
eſſcnc1all ro-bapriſme ; eſpecially they” iiving among the Scribes 


.. and Phariſces, who were ready to queſtion by what Power and 
" Authority do you theſe theſe things ? $983 HS 


' Beſides, were baptizednefſe thus efſentiall to baptiſme,thenthe 
Commiſſion would have run, let a baptized perſon make Diſciples 
all Nations, but its otherwiſe, make Diſciples all Nations. 

_ Beſides there ſhould be continualuncercainties in reſpeA of Bap- 
tiſm upon theconſciences of all Chriftians, ſeeing chey could never 


© be certain of a line of Baptizers:eſpecially after two or three. te- 


moves,and ſo {till ſhould they be uncertain of their own. Baptiſm, 


- - Befides an unbaptized perfon may clearly hold forth the--Cove- 
' nant of Grace, and ſo make ſouls Diſciples: what ſhould hinder 


them, bur chat he may tender the. fign thereof to thoſe parites, 
that Jay hold on that Covenant ? FORE RIES td, 
Befides, this would prove Baptiſme not to be of God, Aﬀs 5. 
39; becauſe it comes to noughe, for want of the knowledge of 
baptizedneſle in the diſpenſer. ; ox a 527 Oe od | 
2. Whether us the doing of miracles eſſentiall to adiſpenſer if 
Baptiſm ? __ OD, '% Ws, 
MN No: 1 7ob»,the firſt diſpenſer did no miracle:Zobn 1 0, 41; Now 
an Ordinance when it is firſt inſtituted or diſpenſed, the diſpenſer 
did bring it in with all che cflentials, 's __ Then 


54: - A Sonl ſearching Catechiſme. | 
© 2Then ſhould the Diſpenſers of Baptiſme alwayes have wrought 
miracles before they adminiſted Bzptiſm, in the fight of the per- 
ſon to be baptized, ſeeing perſons to be baptized, ought to partake 
of every thing eſſential ro Baptiſm;but the Scriptures mention no 
miracle that Philip did when he bsptized the Exmnch, nor when 
Iohs baptized in /ordan, or when Lydiawas baptized. | 

B:fides if the eſſence of Bapriſme conſiſted in the diſpenſers do. 
ing a miracle, then there is no true Bapriſmein the world, becauſe 
no mirac!e hath been done this thirteen bundred years, Chry/oft. 
Homw.6.in2 Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 

B:fides, miracles are not much vuſcful to a Perſon that is preſent- 
ly to be baptized, ſeeing he is deemed a Believer already ; bug 
they are of uſe to unconve:ted perſons, Acts 8. 6. 1 Cor. 14.28, 

Laſtly, miracles alone cannot confirm any one Ordinance, becauſe 
faiſe Prophets may do them, Dewt, 13+1. Afat.7.22. and 24. 24. 
2 9 Ne from all which it follows, Miracle: working is not efs 
ſentiall co aciſpesſer of Bptiſm., | 


2.3 


| Concerning Impoſition , or laying on 
2 of ITanar. 


Ao» many ſorts of laying on of hands do you fiid in the New . 
= —_—T TREES Et | 
A... B fides occafionall layigg on of hands, as on little chiliren, 
M4t.19.15.” and miraculous, when the Apoſtles laid their hands . 
on the ſick,” and they recovered, Afark 16. 18. 44: 39.3, there 
ate ewo uſual! laying on of hands. TE Z 
Firſt, in Ocdination of Officers, which is the pointing out of the 
perſon choſe to an Office in the Church, whom che Church com- 
mends to.God in pans This is acknowledged by all. | 
Secondly, chere is a laying on of hands after Baptiſme, which is s 
praying for an increaſe of the Spirit on baptized perſons, 2 Tis. 
I,O; | 
Q. Whether is laying on of hands after Baptiſme an Ordinance 
force obliging Clriffians in theſe remes? - " , 
A,Reſerving others of Gods ſervants to their light, who _=_ 
ozuers 
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A Sonl [earthing Catechiſts; Fs 
otherwiſe, and xcknowledging a dark revelation of this in compa- 
ciſon of other Fundamentals, and profefiing ingenuouſly I could 
not ſuffer ſo muchinthe witggſle ofthis point,zs I could in plziner 
points and Articles, as of thoſe concerning the fall of man, re- 
demption by Chriſt, the reſurreRion,and the laſt jadgement, &c. 
and declaring that though Teachers may not teach, nor people 
believe - any thing, which bath noe ſome footing in the word of 
God, yet may they ſpeak of things which chey know bur weakly, 
Theſe things being -premiſed, I ſhall acknowledge laying on of 
hands on baptized perſons after Baptiſme, to be an Apoſtolical in- 
| Ki:ntion, or an Cn of Jeſus Chrift, | 
. What graunds have you to prove laying on of hands after Baptiſ- 
E. be an hpoſtelieall DRientiowd cha 4 m_ 
A. Theſe: Firſt, becauſe the Apoſtle makes it one of the fix 
prirciples, Heb,6.1. or word ofthe beginning of Chriſt, avin the 
Greek, nay he makes it a foundation-point as well a5 Repentance, 
Faith, Baftiſme, ReforreRtion, and laſt Judgement. Now theſe 
being Fundamentals, wherein all converted perſons are to be pra 
Aical inthe belief, how can impoſition of hands be excluded from 
being ſo received ? Ir is (abſurd to thiok that one of theſe fix prin- 
ciples ſhould ceaſe in a ſhort time, and the other five co remain 
till che end of the world; and yet the Apoſtleſcalls them all by the 
name of a Foundation, and places it berwixt Faich and Repentance, 
the Reſurre&ion and the laft Judgement, ſo that thereis no com- 
ing to fleightir, ir being fenced on every fide. FER 
Q. But [ering we acknowledge 4 laying on of hands in Ordivatien, 
do We net acknowledge theſe ſix Principles? - 
A,No reaſon canbe broughe,why layingon of hands in. ordi- 
nation, ſhould be from this Text acknowledged, and the other: 
after Baptiſme on baptized perſons, excluded. Nay it ſeemeth, 
that layivg on of hands on baptized ferſons, ſhonld be prima 
meant, becauſe the Apoſtle ſeemeth to couple theſe foundatio 
Principles, ſo that as faich and Repentance go together, and the 
ReſurreRion, and laſt Judgement ; ſo Baptiſme and Iompoſition 
of hands go together. | WE 
Q. But whether # there any Command for laying in of 
bands? WF ONE 
A. There is as much Commandement for jaying on'of hands or 
'H 2 bapti- 


56 0s Af Sol. ſcerching Catechiſm, S.7 


baptized perſons after Baptiſme, as on perſons ordained to office: 


for bath of them we find Apoſtolicall pratice. - © +. | 
Secondly, the Apoſtle calling it a foypdation that was firkt laid, es 

appears intheſe words [ Net laying againthe Foundation ] hath a 

rirtuallcommand in it. IND 
Q, What other ground have you for laying on of hands? 


A. We have the praftic: of the Apottles, 4s 8.14,1 5, 16, 


17. The Apoſtles Peter and obs laid their bands on thoſe Sa-- 
maritans whom Philip had baptized, as werſe 17; Then laid 


they. their hands on them: The Antecedent co this Pronoun Re- 
lative Thew, could be no otherthan the baptized Samaritans, Sce 
alfo As 19.6. : 

ObjeRt. Bui in theſe examples there were vilble gifts given ; 


bat there ts not fo in yours in the/e times: therefare your laying on of © 


bands, # not the ſame With theirs. 
_ A. Thoſe viſi-le gifes given, were no parts of che Ordinance, 
much lefſe efſentialities,but onely the crowns and ornaments of ir; 
Gad hereby confirming thetruth of thi Dorine,and powerful> 
nefle of chat perſon inco whoſe name they were baptized. 
Secandly,It is a miſtake torhink that alwayes when the Apoſtles 
laid on hands, 'yiſible gifts were given: for Pax/ laid his hands on 
Timothy,and'God conveyed nothirig therein, ſave inward giftsand 
graces, '2 Tim.1. 6. Stir up the gift Which Wat given thee by the 
laying onof the hinds of ine. Sointhe Greek; Tf. any man ſay theſe 
gifrs were conveyed on 7 imothy by Paul in ordination,8 not after 
Baptiſm. A. The contrary appears, becauſe the gife given 7 imothy 
in ordination, was by the hands of all che Elderſhip, rx Tim. 14.14. 
bur this gift was given in laying on of hands by Pax/ alone: There- 
fore the laying on of hands after Brptiſm is meant in this place. 
2. But if laying on of hands after Baptiſm be an Ordinance of 
Chriit, whats conveyed init? _.. 5 
A. An increaſe of the Spirit, ſo that as the Spirit is conveyed in 
the vſc of prayer, and prexching, Luke 11.13. Aﬀs 10.44. and 
Baptiſme, Gal.3.28; and the I ords Supper, 1 Cor.10.16. ſo alſo 


is an increaſe of the Spirit convey:d in laying on of hands, 2 7 5-1; - 


G. Stir wp the gift which s inthee, Which was given thee by the lay- 
ng on of my hands. See, he had the pife or grace or God in him 
Sctore,and now in laying on of Pas/s hands,it was increaſed;yet is 


not 


Bic2:4 A 
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4 Soxl- ſearching Catechiſm; --  & 
not laying on of handy the onely or principal part of this Ordi- 
nance, bur prayer is the principal part; in the uſe whereof the 
other being adjoyned,theſe fore-named Gifts and Graces of the 
Spirit are conyeved. I take it to be vebiculam ſpiritw or a 
channel to convey the increaſes of the ſpirit tro believing 
hearts, | . 

_ Q. But what promiſe is there that there shall be anincreaſe of the 

Spirit gipen in laying on of hands? oY © 

A.1.A Command is- enough to receive.an Ordinance,though 
there were no promiſe annexed concerning any. benefit; and 

we have proved avirtual Command out of Heb 6.2. 

2. What promiſe there is of laying on of hands by the Elders, 
theſame is herezyet is it acknowledged by all, that the Spirit is 
conveyed in the increaſes in the Elders laying on of hands. 

- 3 Exampleof che conveyance of the Spirit into the 'Samari- 
tansgand into Timethy his heart in the laying on of hands, is an 
encouraging ground for baptized. perſons ro ſubmit thereto, 
and expe the like benefit. - | K-37 

4, T here isa promiſe of the increaſe ofthe Spirit to the prayer 
of Faith, when ever poured out; -Euke. 11.13. and why not to. 
the prayer of Faith, when now poured out?now the promile of 

the Holy Ghoſt being made to a}l bipiized ones, 44s 2.38, 29. 

ſuch may well pray in faith for the ſame. _ LOG .. 

Q. But whether are theſe promiſes hound to the laying on of bands, 

ſo that then when hands are1aid on, .and by that means the Gifts and 

Graces of the Spirit are conveyed, when the Churches, Apoſtle, or A- 


poftles lay on thrir hands: we mu#t not invent 4 means through which-- 


promiſes muit be applyed? - -: : | EL rr 
A. 1 The promile is bound tothe prayer of faith. - _- 
2 That not onely in, but-by4aying en of hands, the Spirit'is: 
conveyed, appears, 2:Tm. 1.6. 4.0 6 = | 
'3 No mancan ſayzthat either Baptiſm,Syupper,or impoſition 
of hands apply the promiſezitis the Spirit and Faith-alone that 
apply the promiſe, yet is laying on of hands ſuch a means as the 
Apoſtle calls a foundation, .& a meansthrough which both on 
Gods behalf and our behalf, the promiſe may-be :applyed; be- 
cauſe we read Believers to have received the promiſe herein ;' 
weſay not of laying qn of handstbat, itis a means —_— 
| Gt | which 


Cy 


_ 


43 4 Soul- ſearching Catechiſm.” | 
which the promiſe mult be, (God being a free Agent) but a 

means through which the promiſe may be, and hath been con- 

veyed into the ſoul, as in Timothy his cafe appears. 

Lelt any man think this a new DoErine,let him conſultthe 
Fathers, who oft mention laying on of hands after Baptiſme. 
Tertul, de Baptiſmo, Cap. 8. Cyprian. Epift. ad Inbaianum. Alſo 
his Epiſtle ad Stephanum. Tertul. bib de reſurre. Cap.8.4nug.l.z. 
Cont: Donatiftas, & Cont. literas Potilliani. Melchiades ad Epiſce 
Hiſpan. Fabianus Epift. 2. «d Eprſcop. Orientis. Ambroſ. de bis qai 
Myer. initiantur. cap 7 @& lib. 3. de ſacraments. cap. 2. Vibanw 
2 Epift. ad omnes Orthodox. Clemens, Conftit. 4poftol- l. 7. c. 16, 
17. Euſcb. Hiſtor. I. 6.c. 35. withothers ; and Eftins in Heb 6. x, 
ſaith, that aJl antiquityteacheth-laying-on of hands after Bape 
tiſme. 2 nt Cone 

Q. But ſeeing the Apeſiles who laid on hands after Eaptiſm. were 
ſuch Apoiiles as were immediately called of Chrift, Peter and lohn, 
AAR.8.17. and Paul, AH. 19.5,6. bow will it bold from them to the 
Apoilles of the Churches ? | Sins : 

A. Very well: For firſt, Apoſtles of the Churches, though they 
have not an immediate call from Chriſt perſonally on earth, yet 
they haveacall from him virtually, in that fince his aſcenſion 
into heaven, He gave ſome tobe Apoſtles. Eph. 4. 12. for the work, 
of the Miniftry, that is, to do what belonged to their office. What 
difference betwix:t perſons called to an office by Chriſt imme- 
diately, as the eleven were,and perſons called by him mediates 
ily by the Church, when one & the ſame end is deſigned them, 
which is the work of the Miniſtry, the perfeQing the Saints, 
the edifying of the body of Chriſt,and to wieneſs Chriſt his re- 
ſurreQion? Ads r: 22. Eph.q.12,13.T would be gladly infor- 
med (if any man could and would) whether there be any eſ- 
ſential difference betwixt the twelve Apoſtles and theApoltles 
of the Churches, and wherein that difference doth conſiſt? If 
any man think it was becauſethe eleven were inſpired to be 
pen-men of Scripture, I anſwer, All of them were not, nor 
the Apoſtles onely. Tfany man thiok the doing of miracles: I 
anſwer, They alone did not do them, but many believers alſo, 
Mark 16, 17, | * 

2 Matthias, though choſen mediately of the Church, had the 


ſame 


A Soul- ſearching Catechiſm. 59; 
fame power in 'diſpenſations that the eleven had. 

3 If impoſition after Baptiſm were confined to Apoſtles on- 
Iy that wete immediatly called,it would have been in vain for 
the ApoRile to havecalled it a foundation, and to have con- 
joyn'd it with ſuch neceſſary truths, as Faith and the Reſurre- 
Rion Was ſeeing the perſons that had the power of admini- 
ſtring them; 'were all. in a ſhort time to be dead. - 

4 Every Church of Chriſt have the ſame power that the firſt 
Church had, both for Officers and Ordinances, Mat.1$8.17,18, 
r9«the firſt Church therefore haviog Officers to diſpenſe any 
office;as Apoſiles; At r.26. Prophets, Af.15.27.32. Evange- 
Jiſts, as-PhHip; 4s 6.5. other Churehes may chooſe (having fit- 
ting perſons) the like Officers; and they being choſeh may exe- 
cute acts that belong to the reſpeRive Officers ; ſo that as the 
firſt Church continuing in the-Apoſtles doctrine, 43.2. 42.(of 
which laying onof hands was part, Heb. 6, i.)did chooſe an A- 
poſtle, Acts 1. 26. andthe Church at Antioch-ſent out Parl and 
Barnabas, who before the: ſending, ſeem to have been of the 
number of the Prophets, Act. 13, !, 2, 3-ſo may othe: Chur-= 
ches ſend out gratious and able men; neither let any man ſay, 
the Prophets at Antioch:ſent out Paw and Barnabas, for the 
whole Church faſted, and acted in the bufineſs. .. | 

b...- are this Church of Chti#t;” aud what '# the eſſential note of 
them: $1 ET 2] Er ds 

A:They area company of Saints, 1 Cor-1.2.1 Cor. 14. 23. Gal. 
T-A2.Rey.1.20 into which (ocieties here on Eatth rhough-ſon.e 
Hypocrites creep, yet tilFGod diſcover them they are looked 
upon as Saints z the Saintſhip of which company joyned toge= .. 
ther in bodies reſpeRively(leaving others ro their light)! rake 
to be the effential note of the Church, becauſe helineſs is the 


moſt ſpecial-difference'of the Chutch from the world. | 


Of the Lords Supper; 

Q.X FAT Hat mui 4 Chriftian do, 
VV and preparedly? = 
A,As he mult examin himſelf, whether hebein Chriſt & the 


Sp 


that be may receive wot'hily 


—— 


z 
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| Spirir of God dwell in him, x Cor.11e2.8. 2 Cor. 13.5; Alſoit is - 
very expedient (1 will not ſay the not doing itis finful) that e- 
very time before a perſon receives, the ſaid perſon judgeit ſelf 
before the Lord for what it hath done amilſs,1 Cor. x1.13. but in 
any Wilc before thou comeſt examine to finde good grounds 
of thy union with Chriſt, without which neither preſume to 
come to baptiſm nor the Supper, leſt they prove means of thy 
final hardneſs and impenitency. | 
Q. VV hat was the end wherefore the Lords Supper wa inflituted. 
A.For the continual remembrance of C hrift his death(which 
we deſire to ſhew forth to all men out of conſcience to his com- 
rand, x Cer.11.25,26.) and more particularly for the remem- 
brance of thenew Teſtamentor Covenant which is eſtabli- 
ſhed in bis death, wherein remiflion of fins is bequeathed to 
believers Mat. 26.28. 1-Cor.11.25- Whick | take ( with (ubmil- 
fion to better judgement) to be the prime end, yea (as to me 
ſeemeth) the onely end of this inſtitution. | | 
Q. VV hat mean Jos by calling the Lords Supper the new Teflament 
in the blood of Chriſt? - 
A, I mean, that whereas there was an old Covenant of 
- works, which all men cranſgreſling are condemned, Rom, 512+ 
Gal.3.10. Row.1e.5, God was plealed to make a new Cove= 
nant with all the eleR, to accept the ſacrifice of Chriſts death, 
as a fatisfaRtion to his juſtice for our breaches of the firſt Ca- 
venant, Heb. 10. 14-16-18, Heh.9.15. Which Covenant is mot 
onely preſented to us by the Goſpel in audible words, buralfo 
viſibly to our ſenſe in the figns of the Covenanc : ſo that as the 
Rainbow was a Witneſs or ſign betwixt God and the Earth 
that he would no more droWhit, andif he did, his bow ſhould 
. witneſs againſt him: andas the blood of the paſſeover ſprink- 
led uponthe [ſraclires poſts, Exod. 27-7. was a ſign betwixt 
God and the people, that God would ſpare them, yer. 13. andif 
he did nor, that blood ſhould witneſs againſt him:and as in co- 
venants among men, they confirmethem with ſcme figns of 
. -m2morial,tbat when they forget the bargain, it may be ſaid un= 
rothem, This is your hand or Gggnzſ{o as mBaptiſm,' fo inthe 
Lords Supper(for one & the ſame thing for number is ſignified 
- Ja both) God for the rengthning our belief appoints ſigns as 
\ ' Wit= 
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witneſſes againſt him,it he go aboutto break his covenant, and 
as witneſſes againit us if we forget our duty of faith, repentance 
{elf-denial,conteſlion of Chriſt, &c. wherein we haye inthoſe 
ſigns by all deepengagement obliged our ſelves, 

Q. VV hat i the danger of unworthy receiving * 

A. Inſtead of receiving to comfort, Satan hath a greater poſ- 
{eſſion of ſuch perſons, as in Indas (if he were at the Supper, as 
many learned men think) who Zukg 22. 3. had Satan entring 
into him before his going to the High-Prieſts and receiving 
the ſop; but after the receiving of the fop, the Devil entred 
further into him, Iohn 13. 27. and y- 30, having received the 
ſop, he went out immediatly, and cameto a thorow reſoluti- 
on to betray Chriſt; beſides, good men receiving in part un- 
worthily, receive temporal judgements, as ſickne!s, weakneſs, 
death, 1 Cer. 11+. 30.and wicked men having a total unwor- 
| thineſs, receive eternal damnation. 
| Queſt. VPhat. s the manner of Chrift his preſence in the Lords 
Supper ? | 

A, He is preſent ſpiritually to the Faith of the receiver,to in- 
creaſe by his Spirit the Vnion and Communion of the ſoul 
with Chriſt, Eph.3+19. 1 Co7.10.16. Eph.4.15,16. 1 Cor.12, 
I3: he is alſo preſent by grace and operation of feeling in the 
| hearts of his, as the Sunis preſent with us, by his light and in- 
fluence, though in Heaven: he isallopreſent in the promiſe, 
| Mat.26.26, Take, cat this is my body and my blood; as if he 
ſhould ſay, I promiſe you In the ule of this Ordinance, you 
| ſhall receive the vertue of my quickning death and merir 
thereoh as yerily as you receive bread and wine, 
| Q. #Vhat think you of that opinion,t hat the body of Chriſt is preſent, 
| 3u, with, or, under the bread, after an unpereeivable manner ? 

* A.It is an erroneous opinion, It is againſt the Article of 
| Chriſt his aſcenſion into heaven, As 3.21. 

| 2 Hereby they deſtroy the nature and truth of a humane body 
Which 5s. both finite and viſible, making it infinite and invilſible. 
| Q. PVPhether is the body of Chnift really and ſubſtantially contained 
ander the kindes of bread and wine, inthe ſame ſpace where bread and 
| wine were contained before ? 

{ A.No:; fori, Breadin the Supper is ſix times after conſecra- 
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tion called bread ill, c Cor,20. 15,16. 1 Cor. 312342 4,25. _ 

2 The truth of Chrilts fleth is proved by ſight and touching, 
Luke :4.39. bu: in the Supper it cannot be rouched3 therefore 
it is not ſubt1ncially or fl:ihlily preſent. | 

3 Its acontradiction, that ons whole body ſhould be whole 
together indivers places, Mat. 28. 6. he is riſen, he is not here; 
the conſequences had proved nothing, it a whole body might 
be whole in divers places. | 

Q. Hop oft are we ts receive the Supper ? 

A, Often:: our owa d::ayzs ot grace requires often recet- 
viag; the Apolties tade:2r mnate command, Do this as often, 
admits of 29 other limitation than want of occaſion and op- 
portunity. 

 Queit. But there are ſome that are not in charity with me, may 1 
receive? 

A. Yes, (ſuppoſing the uncharitableneſs on their parts) their 
fin cannot debar us of the priviledges and benefits Chriſt hath 
purchaſed tor us; if the fin be on our part, we mult lay afide 
our wrath, leſt we double our fin by abſencing from Ordi- 
nances, and retaining wrath. 

Q. /Vho are the perſons to be received to the Supper f 

A. Onely Church. Members, x Cor. Io. 13- x Cor. 11-265 
holy things are not to be given to Dogs, Mat. 7. 6. in expoling 
the figns of theCovenant to thoſe concerning whom we have | 
no ground to believe God promiſes any thing, we prophane 
themzthey are nor to be acknowledged for Covenanters with 
God, who are his enemies. 

Re How ate wicked men partaking, guilty of the body and blood of | 
the Lord? | 

A. x They are guilty of rejeQing it 2 Becauſe they pro- | 
phane the ſigns that repreſent Chriſts body; as they that des | 
ſpiſe Chriſts Seryants, deſpiſe himſelf, Luke 10. 16. x Cheſ. 4.8. 
or as a reproach done to the Ambaſſadors redounds to the þ 
Prince, or as he that commits Treaſon againſt a Princes Seal, | 
commits it againſt himſelf — | | 
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Of Converſion. 


Q. Pen What account are the tenders of the Goſpel to be proffe- 


red, 1 mean remiſſion of ſins through the death of (hrijt ? 
A. It is t9 betendred no otherwiſe, than upon believing and 
repenting, not to believing withont repenting, nor to repentance 
without faith, but co both of them together. 

Q. To Whom are the tender: of the Goſpel ro be made ? 

ef. To every creature, 1 Becauſe the Commiſſion ſo requires, 
A1at.16.15,16. 

2 Becauſe we are. not able todiſcern the eleRfrom thoſe that 
are not ele, could Preachers in a Congregation know who were 
elet,who were regri bates, they would ſpeak tothe eleR. 

Objeft. Bur wty are Reprobates admoniſhed and invited te 

Cops #11, 
eArſvs Re 1chues are rever invited under any ſuch name, 
2, Butif rea + br ter were. coall, i's no other than the ſhining 
of the Suv up'n che blind, or the falling of the rain npon the 
rock, which is neitiier ſoſt: ved nor made fruitfull by it, and the 
Sun ſkines on ci dlird, 1ot for their ſakes that cannot fee it, bat 
for their ſzkes th»: can ſre by it outward means of ſalvation are 
ſo diſperced co the ele, that they are outwardly common to 
them who are outwardly ove with the ele. Befides this pgenerall 
tenderlets the ele ſee, that faith is not in mins power, -but in 
Gods free grace, in that thoſe who partake of the ſame outward 
tenders are left in their fins, -and what had happened cothem- 
ſelves, had it not been for Gods free grace, Befides reprobates, 
though by the word they are not wrought upon to Converſion, 
yet may they, yea are they made by an outward calling more pro» 
fitable to humane ſociety, and to the Church, | 
 Q. After What manner are ſenls effe(Iually wrought #pon to 60u+ 

verſron ? 

71 Though it's very difficult to ſet down a- particular method 


(f th< work, yet the magner of it is, ; 
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x On Gods part, » Onthe creatures part. 
1 On Gods part, and this is 1 Negative, God works not on 
our hearts, becauſe of ſome worthinefle in us more thin in 
others, Tit. 3. 3. but meerly. of his good pleaſure, Marth. 

11.26. 

2 Nor is this work a bare Preſentment of exhortations, promi. 
ſes, and threats unto the ſoul, | 

2 Afﬀfirmatively the Spirit calls 1 By invitation, 7/4; 30.21. Rev; 
3.20, 2 by pesſwaſion of the ſoul by argaments and reaſons, Prov. 
I.20,21,2, 

3 By changing of the heart, As 16.14. 1 Per.2.9. 

Q. How doth God call on the creatures part? 

A.'1 God diſcovers the ſinners miſery co him, 7obn 16. 10, 
Ars 2.27. 

2 In ſinners, that have been notoriouſly vile, there aſaally fol- 
lows aſtoniſhmene upon fight of miſery, as ia Payl As 9.6. 
theres need of loud ſpeaking to thoſe who areina dead ſleep, as 
the Jajlour, but choſe who from their childhood have been bred 
religioully, they uſually -have a gentle Converfion, as Lydis, 
Matthew,- theſe having a ſofc temper of heart, Gods love over- 
comes them, and wins them, 

3. Whereas perſons brought to the ſenſe of their miſery, are 
ready to thick they can make a peace tothe ſouls, by readin?, 
praying, and other pertormance?, the next work the Lord do hin 
the calling of a ſinner, is to takeoff the ſoul from reſting upon 
duties and falſe reſts, Phil 3.6,7,9, 9,10. 

4 The diſcovery of the worth of Chrift to the Soul, thaz the 
Soul beholds the having of Chriſt as a greater good, than all the 
goods of the world, and the lofi :g of Chriſt as a greater evil 
than all the evils of the worl!, Mar.10.37. 

5. - Then follows an exrreft longing after Chriſt, that the ſoul 
faith, Give me Chriſt, or elſe I die. 

6. Then follows the touls willingrefle ro take Chriſt, noewich- 
Nanding the parting. with every luſt, and every erj»yment, the 
Soul faying to God, Lord, Iaccept thy Son apon thy own germs, 
this was the hour of chy Converſi»n, when chou preferredſt 
Chrifts ſovera:2nty above friends, life. luſts, &c. Fat. 10. 29, 
reſolving to part with any thing ratherchan Chiilt, and to ſuffer 
any thi::g rather than loſe Chiſt, . — Quilt 7 
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Q. 1 ans troubled bicauſe 1 cannot rewembor the time God cal” 
led me. 

A. Though ſome from an apparent viſible change in them, 
may know the time of their converſion, as Pawl Js g. 23, and 
the Jailour, 42s 16.32. yet uſually grace beingin a ſmall mea- 
ſure, at firſt is hardly diſcernable,and convincements of miſery, and 
of the Covenant of grace being ſometimes long in the under- 
ſtanding, before there is a cloſing wich Chrift in the will, ic be- 
comes d:fficule to moſt tro know the time of their converſion, It's 
ancaſie thing for the ſoul to remember the time when ir began 
to be awakened, buc not ſo eafie to remember the time when the 
ſogl firſt began to cake Chriſt in a macrimoniall way, for better for 
worſe ; Infants uſually live before they know they live. If thy 
ſoul. be broughr over to cloſe with Chriſt, take comfort from it, 
though dying thou canſt not remember the time chereof, nor the 
means whereby it was wrought, whether Catechiſing, reading, 
preaching, Gal.6.4. or whether by the preaching of a good man, 
or bad man, it matters not. | | 
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Of the Dominion of (rnne. 


Hether can fon have Dominion over a child of God? 
E2VV Avſ. —_— is atwofoli Domimon we 

1 A Dominion of at when fin lea7s the Soul caprive in ſome 
parricular at, of this Paul comvlains, when he was in his rege- 
nerate eſtate, Rows 7.23. at che ſame time he deliphred inthe liv 
of ';jod atter the inner man, he ſaw another Law in bis members 
Warring ag-inſt the Law of his mind, and bringiny him into cape 
tiv! y £0 the Law of (9 w toc was 1n his Members, here the A- 
poſtic complains, | ke a men that is raken priſoner by the ſword, 
Or circumvented in battei by tome tiraragem, who complains of 
his p'-ſent ſurpriſail, y-r af. erwa'd vÞrains freedome. 

B fi ies, David ”/al.i9 13+ prayrs that preſump:uous ſinres 
may not have D minion over :him, which he would not have 
prayed, if ſuch fi-s could not have po-«erovera child of God, 
allo P/a/m 119, he laith, Order my ſttps in thy word, and les not 
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any iniquity have dominion-over me. Paul ſaith to the regenerate Roe 
maner, Let net ſinyeign in your mortall bodies, that you ſpovld ebey it 
in the [uſts thereef, Rom.6, 12, This Icalla dominion of a, or 
2 partial| Dominion of 'fin, into which God ſometimes delivers 
his own children, 1 For the paniſhment 'of their warchfulneſle, 
2 For the puniſhment of ſome fin of Commiſſion, or ſome grext 
ſin of Omiſfſion. 3. That they may behold their own weakneſle, 
and ſo callro Chriſt, and for the exerciſe of their graces of faith, 
repentance,ec. 

2 There is an habituall or rotall Dominion of fin, when finne 
reigns over the purpoſes of the heart, ſo that the faculties of the 
ſoul, and members of the body yields obedience to the Com- 
mands of fin, as SubjeRs to their lawfull Princes ; under this 
Dominion of. fin are allunregenerate men, 7/alm 2.2,3.Luke 19. 
14.27.7obn $.44. 2 Tim.2,26. 

Qu- How may « Soul know that be ts 111771 the habitmall or total 
Dominion of fin, or that be is freed from i, and at muſt that he 3s nu- 
der the partiall Dominion thereof? 

A. 1 When fo hath uſuall power over thy M-m*crs, rhat 
they are as weapons. to fight for it, and + {11 vurs wont of, 
Rons.6. 12.1 3,16+ there's d:fference betwixe bv (than fins wr 
zpainſt fin, and him that fights noe, but ſaith, 1; is wy oats, ar's 
1 muſt do it, 

2 When thon findeſt an oppoſition to Gods commands, *i:at 
there is ſome one or more of them thou wile not be uncer, 
here finis inthe reign, ſce P/a/m 2.2,3. Zrke 19.'4-fer.6.16,r 7, 

67.44 16. 
7 - < HcetY thoſe that are freed from firs Dominion, have x 
willingnefſe to doall Gods Commands, P/a/110.3.119.5,6, Mat; 
11.29,30.Rew.7.22.Gal.5.18. 1 Toby 5.3; 

3. Whena Soul goes in wayes of finne, and finds them no bur. 
then, but can be merry and jocundiin them, ſo 7oſephs brethren, 
Gen.37.24. Prov.2,14.10.23:2 Pet 2.13, here fin reigns. 

Contrarily the Saints groan under the tyrannicall Government 
of fin, ſending many a figh againſt ir, as that holy man did, P/alw 

119.5,6.Gal.5.17. yes, they do not onely count it a burthen,bue 
would be willing upen all occ:ſtonsro take up arms againſt it, na- 
turally we breath aiter ber y, tarberthanlife; but finre in the 
total 
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eotal reign blinds nztaall men,char though chey are in fetters, yer 
they couar ſlavery a freedom?, an4 hue ail means of delive- 
rance. 

0h. Bus do not all goon in ways of jin,o- is there not (in in every man? 

Avſ. Yes, but wicked men love to be nnder the government of 
fin, Jobs 3.21, but Saints groanunder it, P/ulms 119.5. 

There's diff:rence b:twixt dimneſſe of fight and blindneſſe, be- 
twix: benummedneſs and ſenſeleſneſs, berwixr being in a ſlumber, 
& being in a dead ſleep betwixt,a litcle {lip and a deadly fall,there's 
difference betwix: (elling ones ſelf to work wickedneſle as 1bap, 
ani being (old by corruption againſt their wills, as many Caprtives 
are, there's d;ftcrence berwixt a perſon that is taken priſoner by 
the Sword in dattell, or circumvented by an enemies ftratagem, 
who during bis impriſonment ſends forth many. ſighs ,and groans 
for enlargement, and a perſon who freely and of fer purpoſe turns 
10 the enemy. Theres difference betwixe the Dominion of pre- 
ſampcions, and infirmiries. There's difference berwixt yielding 0- 
bedicnce to a naturall Prince, and yieldiog obedience to a Ty- 
rant, whom we refilt as far as we cao and dare, 

4. Perſons in whon io reigas uſually, rejoice to ſee others un- 
der the reign of it, they would have every one as bad as chem- 
ſelves, Prov.2.14.Rom.1.3 2+ 

Contrarily, perſons 'recd from the reign of a ſinner, glad to fee 
his child and ſecvant brought home, Row.6.17. 

5 Where ſin reigns, there is ſome one ſweet finne or more th: 
ſianer is not willing to part with, 7b 20:12, 13. ſometimes lov- 
of honour, 7ohn 5.44. or love of eſtate, Aſar.9.17. or love vu 
life, 44at. 16.39. or ſome other laſt, Iſark 6.29. 2 Kings 10.78, 
29, 31. with this the finger is overpoweres, as the horſe with 
the bridle. 

Contrarily thoſe who 2re freed from the reign of fin, they 
part with every iniquity, P/al-s 18. 23.119.101. 164.106, Heſ.4.8, 
and clo'e with every duty. Pſalm 119.5,6, fohn 15. 14. lo that 
in their hearts are che wayes of God. Pſalm 84, 5. whereas 0- 
thers are onely carnal, and outward ſervers, and worſhippers 
of God, 

6 1a the tortall or habituall reign of ſinne, fione is committed 


with a ſeccled purpoſe and premedication, either explicig or impli- 
cis, 
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cir, Pſalm 36.4. 1/4.5.18. If they do not reſolve for fin, yet they 
do nor reſolve againſt ir, they ſhoe their eyes to deviſe froward 
things, Prev.16 30. that is, they cloſe up the eye of their know- 
ledge and conſcience, which might any way ftand co oppoſe 
their fin, Math. 3,15. ich.2, 1. Pſalm 68.21. 2 Petr. 2.14. 19; 
Gen.27.41-fer.3.25.1 fohn 3.8, | 

Contrariiy, where inne is onely in the reign in part, and not 
in whole, the ſinner is nſually overtaken ſuddenly, P/alm 116, 11, 
Tſaidin my haſt, all men arc liers. | 

If a man be overtaken ſaddenly, reſtore him, Gal.6.1. the 
poore man was running from the temptation, dut the cempration 
over-rar, and oyertook him ſuddenly ; for the reſolution of -a 
godly mans hearr, is to pleaſe Godin all things, 1/4.26.8. Pſalm + 
40.8.Nvb.1.11.Das.1.8. Afs 11.23. Heb.13,18, There is a di- 
ftin&ion uſed by ſome of the deliberation of the a& of fin, this 
godly men may have, and a deliberation about the occafion of 
ſinne, David did not think to go to his houſe top to ſee n naked 
woman, but occaſionally ;ſeeing? her, he deliberated of the at 
how to hare her, but ©aere herein. 

7. Perſons under the torall reign of finne, the finnes are com- 
mitted willingly, ſee P/ales 50.19. Fer.44.16. Hoſ.5.11.2 Pet. 3.5, 
they ſin with che whole wil!, becauſe the whole will is unrege- 
nerate, and becauſe the whole will is under Satars captivity. 

Now thopgh perſons under this reign fig willingly, yet may 
there be in them x A. refifiance from vaturall conſcience, Rows.2. 
x5. 2 Reſifance from the oppoſition of lufts betwixt themſelves, 
as betwixt unbelicf, and vain glory inthe heart of «a Lzavie. 

Conrrarily, perſons from ander the whole reign of (inne, fin 
not with 2 fail conſent, See P/alm 119.5, Sorg 5.2. Rem. 7.15. 
Gal.5.17.1 Jokn3:9. There's Cifference betwixt [udas betraying 
Cbrift for a piece of money, and Pecers denying of Chriſt through 
weaknefle for the ſaving of his life: I:*%s one thing to purpoſe 
well. doing, and to fall for fezr, another thingeo ſuffer the D-- 
vilto carry a man from fin to fin aizer admonition, 

"Tho that are nafer the whole reign of fin, eake pleaſure, ſa» 
tisfaction and conrent i" the at.ing thereof, See Pſalm 14.4.62.4, 
Prov, 1,22.2.14.T/a. 56:3. 

 Contrarily perſons ſrom under the whole reign of fione, tbongh 
they 
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they ſep into fin, yer doe not take pleaſure in it a3 wicked men 
doe, whore as Hops wallowing in the mire, ſome difference 
fin inthe godly, from fin in the full reign in wicked by poy- 
ſon, which when in the toad, contents the toad, becauſe its 
naturall, and poyſon in a man which torments him, now that 
godly men are not contented in their ſinfull atings appears, 
1 From" the diſquiet they have after fin is ated till the ſame be 
by a particular repentance repented, Pſal. 32.2, 4,5. Þſ-38. 3. 
2. Becauſe their is that-frame of heart in them, that if the ſin 
were to doe again, they would not doeit for all the world. 

9 Thoſethatareunderthe wholereign of fin its cuſtomary 
with them co doe evill, they make a trade of fin, they being 
accuſtomed to evill cannot doe well, ler. 13.23. But are as 
Hogs ſtill w-llowing in the mire, Pro. 4. 16. ler. 10. 3. ler.22, 
271, Amos 8, 14. 

Contrarily though the Saints of God fall into fin, its not 

their uſuall manner Gen. 38.24. they are deceiyed ere aware, 
"Heb. 3, 124 SO Was Barnabas, Gal. 2.12. 


The Reader may take notice that theſetwo points should have come 
#1 before, but the Author was hindered. 
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Concerning Prayer. 


Q X 7 Hatis prayer ? | 
: VV A. A pouring forth of the Saul to God, 1 Saw, 12 


Pſalm 62. $, 
Q. PV hat are the parts of prayer ? 
A. They are three : 
1 Confeſſion of fins: ſo Daniel, c 9.6,7,8,8c, and Nehemiah, 
'-C, Io 6, Jo © 
2 Petition for grace, Mat. 6. 9. F 
3 Thankſgiving for benefits, x Tim.2.r. Phil.q.6. | 
Queſt, VV bat qualifications are requiſite, that we may pray 'com- 
fortably ? | | 
A.1 Webeing bankrupt in Heayen, muſt come in the name 
of Chriſt, loby 16, 33, 24. | 


2 For 
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2 Forthings accordingto Gods will, 1 Ioby 5. 14, vF 

3 Wirth a heart purpoſing againſt ail ſin, Pſ- 66. 18. Tohy g, 
41. lob 11. 13+ : ws 

4 With a fervent heart, lam. 5-16.crying mightily to God, 
Iohn 3 as a MalefaQor doth for lite before a Judge. 

5 In Faith, Iaw.1.6,7. believing We ſhall havefrom Ged ſo. 
far as his promiſe reachethy as a begger never goes from a door, 
ſo long as he believes he ſhall have an Almes, Mat. 7.7» & 21, 
22, to perſons praying in faith, the thing deſired is done, or 
elſe its betcer for them not to be done. 

6 Withan humble and broken heart, P/ 34. 17. content not 
your ſelves with prayers void of humiliation and melting of. 
heart; ſo 4brgham, Ges.18 .27. the Prodigal, Lake 15. 18. It Sa- 
ran fright thee from prayer, becauſe, thou art unworthy, ſay. 
then, Nay, but I will pray, becauſe I am unworthy. 

7 With watchtulneſs againſt. diſtraRtions, , both thoſe that 
come from Satan, Zacb. 3, and thoſe which come trom ſpiritual. 
fuggithnels eſpecially,Col.q-2. and watchfulneſs againſt drou- 
zine(s, Lukg 21+ 36. as a begget is all awake when he'begs, ſo 
muſt ve be when we beg of Gods es I .” 

8 With fighs and groans, though words anſwer very barely, 
Rom.8.2 6. Gal. 4. 6- God anſwers not that which is in the froth 
of words alone; but that which is in the ſigh or groan, P/alme 

145+ 19. 

ys Pray with the Spirit, Inde.20. Epheſ. 6.18. Which is not 
only to have the gift of Prayer, (which artificial Chriſtians may 
have, and not without ſoms ſhow of ſpiritual life, being full 
of fit expreſſions from abundance of notions, bur alſoro baye 
the grace of prayer, whereby the ſoul hath many ſighs againſt 
outings of luſts, and wraftlings for che remoyals'of corruptie 
ens; and ſecret ſpringings of heart upon the receipt of ſpiritual 
bleſlings, Pſal. 103.1. thatſuch Prayers come from the Spirit, 
appears, becauſe when the Spirit intermits or forbears woer- 
king, the ſouls of the beſt become dull, Row.8.15. : 

10. Letthy Perſon be holy, P[. 86. 2 lobw 15. 7. no natural 
man can pray acceptably lohn 9.13. yet may there be paſſions 
i0.a ſoul, and yet that ſoul holy, and that Prayer accepted, as in 
Elia's Caſe, Iam 5.16. | 
Q. Mow 
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_'Q, How thall a poor ſoul know whether God hears bis Projers ? 

' 4. He ſhall know it by cheſe figns. 

z When he hath the ching grantedhe prayed for;theChurch 
prayed for Peter, and had him given when they were praying, 
Att 1 «2+ 5. Hanna prayed for a ſon, and had one, x S4MmI:27. 
ſeefor this, Gen.20-U7. Tud. 13-1, 1 Kings 3.9. & 12. 1 Chron, 
-4+ 10. but becauſe temporal blellings may be ſevered from the 
good will of Cod, therefore we mult judge of the anſwers cf 
our Prayers, from'the grants we have inſpiritual bleſlin £5; as 
when we pray tora melting heart, or a thirſting heart, and 
haye onegivento us; and we may judge of temporal blei- 
ſings to be the fruits of Prayers anſwered, when thoſe blef- 
ſings are uſed to a ſanified end, | 

2 By the enlargement of the heart co holy deſires, Pſal. 10, 
77. T hou haſt prepared their heart, thou wilt cauſe thine ear 
to hear ; when a man hath a bag, and hefalls'to ſtretching ot it, 

itsa fign he means to fill it : fo God enlarging the heart with 
more hunger and thirſt, Jongings and breathings, than ordi- 
nary; Its a ſign he means to hear that prayer. | 
. 3 When we behold theface of God in Prayer, God ſometimes 
anſwers the Prayers of his people, with a caft of his counte- 
nance; ſee Pe 27. 7, 8, 9.alſoz2.. 24. as Petitioners may oft 
xeap their ſpeeding in the amiable countenance of thoſe they 

etition. Job gave anundeniable reaſon, why God was his 

alyation, ob. x3. 16. Which was, becauſe an hypocrite did 
not come before himas 15 did: though every Creature come 
into his omnipreſecnce, yet into his ſpecial preſence, to behold 
his face in prayer, andto come within the liſt of his counte- 
nance, onely upright men come, ſee P[. 1 406.8. 

When the Conſcienceis able to commend the prayer, ſet- 
ting aſide. the infirmities; obs conſcience commended his 
prayers to be pure, lob 16 x7, If thy;cenſcience tell thee, thy 

rayert are rotten, thy fins not purged, thy heart not upright, 
it is the voice of God in thy ſoul; butitthy heart condemn 
thee not, then-haſt thou confidence towards God, 1 lobn 3.21, 
onely note, ſometimes the conſcience may be miſinformed un- 
der a temptation, to think God doth not hear them when he 
doth, ob 30. 20. Pſ. 22.1. 2. Lew 3. 8. ſometimes they were 
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perſwaded God beard their prayer, as verſe 46, 57, ſometimes 
they doubted thereof as yer. 54. IR 

5 When though God denies us what we ask, yet God gives 
us a better thing; 4br4haw prayed that I:bmael might live, and 
God gave him a better, even Iſacc, Gen.l7,18,19. David pray- 
ed for the life of the Child he had by Bathsbeba, and God gave 
him a better, even Solomon, 2 Sam. 12.22. Eu 

6 By Godsdrawing neer unto us in our prayer, C od draws 
nigh to rhe Soul. | ; 


ers 


ws © 
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ers wherein the eye melts not into tears; for if the ſoul hath 
other ſgns of its prayers heard, ic ought not to be diſcouraged; 
but this I ſay, prayers poured out thus with inward meltings 
of heart, ſo that the eye ſha)l weepin prayer, ſeemro.me to be 


, crowningly anſwered. And ſe much the more, whena perſon 


is not incliningto weep in other Caſes, as many women, and 
fome men are out of natural foftnefs. To conclude, conſider 
whether it be ſafe to be withour ſuch a frame of heart and eye 
in prayer, as ſo many of the Saints in the word are recor- 
ded to have had, and. wherein they found ſuch comfort and 
ſuaccels.. | 
3 God draws nigh by cheating and inward comforting of the 
heart, Phil. 4. 6,7.inwardly warning it with the ſence of his pre- 
ſence. Now all theſe approaches ofGod to gracious ſouls are not 
alike ; for ſometimes hegives a ſtronger ſenſe of his fayour in 
one prayer more than another, and ſometimes in ſome one or 
more petitions of the ſame prayer, than in other petitions ther- 
of,yet whenGod draws nigh co thy ſoul ina particular requeſt, 
It ts not certain that thatrequeltſhal be.granted in that manner 
you deſired, (as when a man prays for the life of a fick friend, 
and God drawsnigh in that petition, and yetthe friend dies) 
but it is evidential to thee,that thy prayer is heard,and that the 
thing thou a:keſt is according to the approving will of God,” 
though not according to his decreeing will. 

All theſe drawings nigh to the ſoul evidence the hearing cf 
prayers, as appears, Pſ. 69. 7. hear me ſpeedily ; but whar 
fign doth hedefire? why yer.18. heſaith, Draw nigh to my 
ſoul. h 
7 Thou mayeſt know thy prayers are anſwered, by having 
a ſpirit of perſeverancein prayer, Pſ- 66. 20, &£ 138.3, when a 
petitioner comes to a Prince or Nobleman,itthe Prince embol. 
den him in his ſpeech, and let him ſpeak all he would, its a ſign 
the Prince means to grant that man his petition, becauſe other- 
Wiſe he would not -have endured to haye heard him ſo long, 
br would have commanded him to be gone:ſo when the ſoul 
comes toGod in prayer, if God diſpatch it out of his prefence, 
thatthe ſou hath no heart to continue its ſuit,and prayes dead- 


ly and dully, andis glad it hath {aid its prayers and hath done; . 
ts.. 
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its a ſearfull Ggn that God anſwers not thoſe prayers (though 
poured out by a godly man) but if thou prayeſt, and God gives 
thee a {pirit to hold outin prayer; it thou ,prayeſt and haſt not 
done in thy prayers, but God doth further and further put in 
theea warmth and heat of affcRion, that thy heart is embold- 
ned in its Peticions, and theu defireſt further Communion 
with God,that thou art as it were loath to leave off the words 
of prayer, much lefs the ſuits of prayer, itis a fign God will 
grant thy.-prayer to thee. | 
8 Thou mayeſt know thy prayers are heard, when in the 
cloſe of thy prayer thou haſt ſome comfortable anſwer ſugge- 
fted unto thee from God; for example, Cod by his Spirit 
comes to ſome, ſuggeſting on this wiſe, when they pray pow= 
erfully, viz. I will be thy God, I will nor fail thee oor forſake 
thee, I will do thee much good, I will bean everlaſting God 
unto thee; ſo God ſuggelitzd to Paul at the end ot his pray- 
er, 2 Cor. 12. 9. My grace is ſufhcient for thee, Lam, 3+ 57+ 
when1he Church was diſcouraged out of ſence of her un- 
worthineſs, God drew neer and (aid, Fear not:ſo Luther in Gen. 
£-44« ſaith, © that I could call upon God with the ſame ter- 
yency-as oft as I wonld, for when I pray in this manner (mez- 
ning tervently) this anſwer ſeems ſenfibly to be given unto 
me, Fiat quod petis, let the thing be done which thou ceſireſt, 
No man (faith he) can contema this prayer which proceeds 
from inward bowels and afteRion; muchleſs can it be in vain 
with God. for this laſt ſign, I am confident ſome of Gods Chil- 
dren haveirt ; but whether all have it,l leaye it to further en- 
uiry. 
; 9 The manner of the falling out of things evidenceth prayer- 
hearing, when God brings a thing to paſs through many difti- 
culties,contriving all the paſſages in a buſineſs, whereof if any 
of them had been wantingzthe buſineſs had not been effected; 
fo when the Church was delivered in anſwer to the prayers 
.of Eftber and Mordecai;lo when Peter was brought out of priſon, 
beyond expeRation, it plainly appears it was the fruit of pray- 
er: whenGod makes the way eafie aud plain after prayer, and 
the courle of things begins to change, and we meet with com- 
forts inſtead of former croſſes, it appears itis from prayers an- 
{4xyered, EfHh.4. 16, ANS12,12123, | 
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Of Gods withdrawments from the Soul, 


Q, \Vg V Hether may not God wit! = ir av from hi ou Childrent 
A. Yes; if God forlake Chriſt his onely begotten 

Son, X4at.26.38. in reſpeR of comfort and joy, though not in 
reſpeR of union of natures,thea Believers muſt not look to go- 
free. 

Q. Why doth God With- dr aW from hit Children? 

A, Careleſl? and negligent uſe of means of grace, or an over- 
ly performance of duties of Religion, Song 5.2, 3,4. 

2 For grieving his Spirit, 7/#.63.10: either by ſcandalous fins; 
Pſalm.5 1:11: or treacherous deniall of Chriſt, 2 75xw,2:1 2: Chriſt 
will deny eo ſuch, comfort as well as owning: 

3 Nat eſteeming Gods preſence, /e#15:11: we prize ehings in 
their abſence: . 

4 To make us grow in a hatred of fin, as of that which de- 
prives us of Communion wich God, 1/a:5 7:1 7:; E 

5 That we may know what Chrilt underwent for us, inthe ab- 
ſence of GoZs preſence, Luke 22: : 

6 To try, whether we will cruſt in God in the want of feeling, ' 
Igb 13:15:. | | 

Q: What may comfort a ſeu! , when God withdraws comfortable 

fecling, and influence of his preſence, Which the. ſoul hath. formerly 
felt in Prazer ana other Orainances: 

A: There aredivers comforts, as, 

4 1 Thy ſadneſſe for his abſence doch argue a former enjoywent 
of his preſence ; and being, once Chriſls, tho art ever Chrifts, 
Tohbn 13.1, 

2. Aman, way-fear Gud and have part in Chriſt, and yet fee! 
little or no comfort, //a: 50: 10: 

3 As in the gloomieſt day, there is ſo much light, whereby we 
may know it to be day, and not nighe, ſoa Chriſtiar, whom Go 1 
hath in part forſaken, may diſcern himſelf to be fincere, b:cauſe 
he hath a love ro God and his glory, 1 Saw:4:18: vehement de- 
fires after Grace and Gods preſence, P/a/m 63:1: and an abſo- 
lute 
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lute purpoſe againſt fin, thoogh he fſhuuld die without comfort, 
Pſalm 44:17 18: | 

4 Conſiders Chriſtian in a forſaken Eſtate, breathing ou: fichs 
and grozns for thereturn of Chri/ts preſence, may be as dear to 
God, as he that enjoyes Gods prelence, Job 13:15: 

5 Abſence of accuſtomed feelings then onely argue a backſ(li- 
diog hearr, when they are ſuff:red inthe ſoul without ſorrow and 
grief, Pſalm 28:1: and 143:7: yet are not thy groans ani ſorrows 
the cauſes of Gods return, but the diſpoſitions of perſons to 
whom he doth return, 

6 Chriſt in his withdrawments 2s well as in his return, aims xx 
- the ſouls good ; for upon his withdrawment, the ſoul is ſtretched 
with deſice after him, P/alw 42:1; | 

7 God withdraws fromthe Spirits of Saints, onely in crowning 
graces ; 25 joy, peace, feeling : not in ſaving graces ; as faith, re- 
pentance ſelf-deniall, &c: theſe God never takes away : 

Q: But why do you [ay, Faith, repentance, ſelf- denial, &c: are 
never taken aWvay ? are they not Creatures, and every Creature « 
ſubjeQ ro periſh ? | 

A: Grace of it ſelf conſidered, may die,for it is a Creature; bur 
conſider ir, as united to ChriF, fo it cannot dye, John 4: 14: If be- 

| lievers were cut oft from Chrift,prace ſhould wither as the branch 
being cut off from the root doth ; but being knit co him, the ſap 
muſt be in the branches, becauſe it is in the root; and life will 
be in the members, becauſe ir is in the head : waters will never 

_ dry up,ſo long as there is x Fountain to maintain them: 

Q: How may Irecover the feeling of the Lords love to my ſoul ? 

A: 1 Cry mightily for his preſence, P/alm 4:6 ,7:& 27:5: 

2 Enquire when, where, and why God withdrew, /er.14.8. 
-as we do concerning dear friends when they abſent themſelves 
- fcom us. ES 

3 Converſe in all Ocdinances wherein there is any in. comes of 

God. Some receive comfort tn reading, 2 Reg 22.11.19-Othres 

in Baptiſm, AZs $.39.others in hearing, As 10.44. others in 
- conference, Luke 24.32. 

4 Be humbie and aflited under Gods withdrawment, Zeke 1, 

53. vallies are bleſt wich the happieſt inflaence'of Heaven. 

' 5 Call to remembrance thy forme; times of comfort, P/alm 77. 
5,6. 
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5 ,6.aluring thy ſelf thou haſt ro deal with an unchangeabl, God, 
Though in winter the ſap in Plants goes into the root, yet will it 
at Spring ſpread it ſelf inthe branches, 
» 6 Count no condition inthe world too much, though it were 
baniſhment, impriſonment, reproach or poverty, ſo thou maiſt re- 
cover Gods countenance. Mzny are ſo dainty, that they will not 
ſuffer any thing for God, and therefore God it fl: As that which 
is the greatcſt of ſufferirgs , that is the with-drawment of 
himſelf.') 
7 Beware of reſting contented inthe comfort of any Creature 
wichout God and his ſweer pieſerce : the whole carth 1s a barren 
Wildernefle without himielf. Pſalm 63.1. 

$ Give not way toſp:rir uall drowfi..efs, 

Q. But my heart #5 droVrfie, how ſhall 1 keep it awake? 

A. Uſ wak:full copfiucratiors,as of the ft.ounnefl.. of life, the 

eternity of glory. the danger of b:ck-ſl:d:rg, Palm 39.3, & ce 

2 Keep your (elvis in the hght : da; kn fle makes rmen; fic te. ([leep. 

3 Nouniſh Gods fear, which is 3 wk u'iiffeRtion, as being 
converſant abcut danger. Fear of God, and comfort of rhe Ho- 
ly Ghoſt go together, ets 9.31, 

4 Keep compary with wakeful] Chriftians, H-b.3.13. 

5 Confſicer the danger of a drowzy Ettate. A+ tft, It's tron 
bleſome to the conſcience, Song 3.1,2, 2. Secondly, 1.'s the fore- 
runner of ſome great crofle 01 fin, Song 5.2.and 6. 


Of T entations. 
Q. VV Ht 154 Tentation ? 


A. Asit isan x&in the Creatvre.it is the moving of 
2 man to forme fic, without ſome reaſon co inforce i:, Prov. 7, 18, 
19 Gen 3.5. Proverbs 1,i1,12. 
Q_ Who ave the temprers ? AS 
A. 1 The Devil, 1 Chros.21.1,2 -3 The world, by which Imean 
the wicked of the world, Proverbs 1.10, andthe goods therein, 
3 The fleſh wichin us, Row, 7.18. 
-L a, Q. Whas 
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9. what remedy againit Satars T entations ? 

4. 1 D:ipute not wich them, Eve was foi!'d, Gen:3, 1, Me 
hath many methods, which we cannot fathom. 

2 Ger faith ro quench his fiery darts, Epheſ.6.-16. which is to 
bs ſer awork in believing that Satan was ipoiled and f[tript of his 
power over thy ſoul by Chrilt on the Crofle, Heb, 2.14. Coloſſians - 
2.15, 
3 Uiſethe Ocdinance of prayer, for ſtrength to refift, P/alm 4. . 
6. and wiſdome to diſcern his tentations, /ames 1-5.and long. ſuf- 
fering,thac he may not ire us with the length of them. 2 Of the 
Word, A141, 3.4. 2 Cor.12. 4. both inthe command, Exed 20.13, 
and in the Promiſe, Iawes 4 6. Rows.16.20. fer this againſt all his . 
pcoffers, and in the chreatning : God telling Eve,if ſhe eat of the - 
zree , ſhe ſhould die, and ſhe liftening ro Satan, minced the 
mater 80 this, Leſt ye die, Gey.3. 3. and ſo. was overcome by: 
Satan, | 

4 Avoid three things, r Idleneffe, When perſons are idle, Satan - 
hath an opportunity co tempt, 2 Saws. 11.2. 2 Solitarineſſe, this 
breeds melancholy, Epheſ, 4. 9, 10. y Secreſie, this makes che 
wound of an afflited Conſcience bleed towardly [amr 5.16.But 
if thou canſt have eaſe from God, let no man know the matter, bat 
if nor, open thy Conſcience.to ſome grave and godly friend, and 
hereia beſure co diſcover that evil that turns the Conſcience out 
of its place... 

5 O draw good out 6 / Satans tentations, and ſo he will haveno - 
courage tocempr;z as more ſtrongly tobelieve there is a God, be» 
cau'e Satan tempts us to doubt whether there be 2 God, ſothe 
more tOaſsure our ſelves we are Gols people, becauſe he ſo tempts 
us now, being he little cenipted us when we were in our patural 
ſtate ; ina word, leara by cencations, how to comfort tempted 
perſons. - x 

©. -wWhat muſt I ds When Satans temptation is paſt an1 gone ? 

4...As Mariners make their tacklings in a calm, firm againſt a 
ſtorm comer : ſo when temprations are over, preparefor a new en» 
counter,remembring Satan leaves us onely for aſeaſon, Luke 4.13, 
though Chriſt overcame Saran, yet he came again and again. Satan 
will ery whether we hve loft our former ſtrength, care and watch. 
fulngſs; or whether Gog that would. ſuffer himchen, will for 

ome . 
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ſome fins we have committed ſince, ſuffer him to have power over 

- us now:Satan ſometimes pollitickly gives way for a ſeaſon; wiicea 
yet his temptation is not overcome. 

.D. What remedy againii the temptations of the world? 

A. If you mean by the World, the wicked of the World: then 
conſent fot co them ; be you as importunate im reſiſting, ws they 
ſhall be in tempting, Ger.39.10. Prov. 1. 10, But if you mean 
by World, the pleaſures, profits, and honours of the World; 
confider their uncertaintystheir tranſitorineſſe,their inability to fill 
the ſoul, 1 Joby 2.16.Let us lovethem onely in reference to God 
and a good conſcience; | 

O. What remedy againſt the temptations of the fleſh ? 

A, 1 Take heed of ſpirituall pride ; -God ſuffers ſuch to fall 
as appears in day and Hearksahb. RT 

2 Look not diſcainfully upon any finne in others, ſeeing thy na- 
ture is not free from the ſame, at leaſt inthe ſeed of of ite Gal.6.1:; 

God gives many men over to vile temptations co-cure their pride. 

3 Watchfulnefle, 3/ark 1.1 4.ult.Prov.4.23. 

4 Keeep your ſelves from finfull occaſions, Gey.39.10. If thou 
wile not keep thy ſelf from occafions,God will not keep thee from 
whe ſin; yea,if thou venture on occaſions, thou haſt a ſecret likiog 
of fin, whatſoever thy pretences be. 

5 Set againſt the motions that come from the fleſh, before Sz- 
tans Suggeſtions meet withthem ; when both forces are joyned 
they are ſo much rongper, 

'6 Reſiſt the cauſing fin and ſothe effeRt will ceaſe : toccure paſ- 
ſton, reſiſt pride. | ” 
| Q. HoW#- one fin the cauſe of another? CE 

7. 1 By effeRing or making it; ſo covetouſnefle brings forth 
theft, a5 in Achay, 

2 By deſerving it, when wedeſerve to be caſtinto ſome fin by 
God,not that God doth infuſe the matter or form of a puniſhing 
-fin; but by letting luſt ont, and fetting Satan looſe upon us, we 
arecorreQed by one fin for another, Kews,1.4,244,26, 28. When 
fiane deſerves to have another fin made the puniſhment, we muſt 
make our peace for the cauſing Sin, befote the effe& will ceaſe, 
Pſalm 81.12,2 3. This forſaking, ſufering, and delivering upthe 
Creatures, is an a of juftice in God, -...,. 
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. What other remedies againſt fleſply temptations. - 
- Anſw, 1 Apply the threatnings and Commandments againſt 
it, and che promiſes in caſe we do reſiſt and overcome, Reve!, 


217. Gs 
2 Be earnelt with G)d, to mortifie it by his Spirit, Romaves 


8.13. | 

M ke no proviſion: for thy fl:ſh, Romanes 13.14- 

4 Croff: thy fleſh, iy endeavunuring to do clean contraryto what - 
it ſupge'ts, | 

5 Ne Gl che bepinning of flcſhly ſpogefiions, Jad. 23, Cain not - 
repenting 97 envy, ir cx ne © muther, F4das not repenting of cove- - 
couſreſs, itc:mero murther; if a Serpent getin its head, it will. 
ſogn get in ws hoy, 

6 Verrure not upon any fin becau'e 32: an tells you it is ſmall, 
ALat.5.22. By 1 {ting to.chis ſuggelticon, many exccedingly nars : 
den their hearts, 

O. When are temptations of Infts ſufficiently reſiſted > 

ef. 1 Whenwehate chem, pray. 13h, and groan ayainſt them ;- 
but ſfirreigas where it is lived, Rom.7.1 5, 

2 When we do not praftiſe at ali grofs and preſumpytuous evils 
for which God threarens 0. t of hezven, 1 Cor.6, 10,11.Tiins 3.3. 
1 Pet.4 3,4, and when we weaken leſs cyiis; which appe*:s we 
69, when the ju.:igement commands the will, the will the af<Ri-- 
ons, and the af:Aions the ations, 

Q. How may we kyuow When temptations come from Satan, when + 
from er luſt: ? 

A; Tsis v:ry hard, if poſſible to know, where the point of dif- 
ference is; if we rejet them, whecher they came from Saran: 
or us, chey ſhall not be imputed, Romanes 7.20, 21.Come the rem- 
ptation which way it wi.l, no more is imputed by God, then is 
ſeen and allowed. | 

Q.# hat rem:dy againſt unholy thoughts whither they cove from. $.g. 
24x or corruption? ; 

A.1 Complain of them to Chrift, who had ſuch inſpired and- 
caſt into his mind by Satay, though not arifing from himſelf; pray. 
as: David, Pſalm 19.1 2,14. , Sn | 
2 Waſh thy heart in Chrift his blood, that it maybe enabled to 
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think good chouguts, 7er.4.14. . 
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3 Study good thopghts. Carnal men have many good thoughts 
caſt into their hearts, which they caſt out again as faſt ; but their 
hearrs have no good thoughts arifing from them; contrarily Gods 
people, Atr7.23.2 Tim 2.15. 
Q. What means are there to gevery our tongues? 
A.1 Pray to God to ſet a watch over them, P/a/m 141:3. P/a/m 
19: 14. Pſalm51.15. 

2 Get an holy frame of heart, Xſat.12.34,35.?/alw 27: 30, 31. 
Proverbs 16.23:A good man out of the good treaſure of his heart, 
bringeth forth good things. ' 

3 Letthe purpoſe of thy heart be fet againſt unholy ſpeakiog, 
P{alm17.3:Pſalm 39:1. 

4 Sappreſs fin whea it is onely in the motion, ſo willit not come 
forch of che tongue, Proverbs 30:32: Mat:l5:i19: 

5 Be: (p:ri:-ginchy words: men that ſpeak much, muſt needs - 
laſh out, Eccleſi5:i 3:7: Proverbs 10:19: Proverbs 17:27» 

6 Firſt, chink, then ſp: ak, Dan:2:14:Proverbs 16:23: 

7 The ſad cconnt that men who ſpeak idle words muſt give, 
JActs1 2.36: [Iude15.Pſalm50.19.20,21. | 

8 Confizer, a happy life depends much on the well Government 
of -the tongue, Pſalm 34: 12: Proverbs 21:3 ;:and upon the miſ- 
government of it, comes much of our miſery, 2 Chrex:10:12, 
14: Proverbs 18:21: Tames :: 6: 

9 Inure your ſelf to gracious and ſavoury words , Col: 4: 6: 
powdered with ſalt; ſothar as ſalt draws oue of meat putrifying 
humonrs, an { makes it reliſhible for the Palate, and fit for dige- 
Rion ; ſo ſhould a Princ:ple of grace inthe heart purge ro:ten- 
neſs out of the tongue: | 
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Q. WV Hat 3s the duty of a Maſter of a Family ? 
Q VV A, To provide for cheir ſouls,- Gen:1.$:19: and bodies 
of kis Family, 1 71m: 5:8: ED 


2: What 
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' Q. Whitis the Hubanas dury ? | 

A; To lovehis wife as himſelf, affording comforts to her, us to 
himſelf, Epeſ.5.28 and not to be bitter to her, Col.3.19. 

Q. What # the Wives duty ? 

A. Submiſſion to their Hasbands, Cel.3.18, and reverence to- 
wards ther, inward in heart,and outward in carriace, Epheſ.5.33. 

Q: What are the Parens duties towards their children? 

A. To train thera vp in (ods wayes, Prev.22.6. Epheſ.6.4. 
and to provide for them, 2 Cor.12.14, 

Q. What is the Childs duty ? 

A. To hoeour their Parents, Ephe/'6. 2. and to obey them 
in all lawfull things, Col. 3. ao.and to requite their kindnefle, 
1 Tm. 5.4. 

Q. What © the Maſters duty to hu ſervant? 

A. To give them what is zuft and equal), knowing they haven 
Maſter in heaven, Cel 4.1, 

'  Q. What the ſervants duty ? 

ef. To honour their Maſters, x 7;w.6.1. and fincecely todo 
them ſervice, abhorring eye-ſervice, Col. 3..22. doing ſervice, 
not onely for the gain of their wages, but principally out of 
Conſcience co the Lord, Epkeſ.6.5,6,7. Cel.3.23124- 


Of the Reſurrettion and laſt 
Fudgement. 


'9. Hether foal there be a Reſurrefiion of the body? 
2VV A. Yes, Jobs 5. 28, All that are in ven ſhall 
hear his voiee, and ſhall come forth, ſome to the ReſurreRion of 
life, and ſome to the Reſarreion of eternall damnation, v1: 


24.15. | 

What Body forall riſe again? the ſame or anther ? 

A. The ſame Body in number, though with mote'glorious qua- 
biies,ns the ſame ſced that is ſown groweth again, 1 Coy.15. 36.50 
that the godly when they riſe again ſhall ſce God, not with —_ 

bux 
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but with theſe ſame eyes, 7ob 19.26, 37, He means the eyes of 
his body, becauſe he faith, I, and [ my ſelf, and not aftranger ; 
and becauſe be mentions his skin, fleſh, and the ſameeyes hechen 
had ; Ic is juſt, that 7obs eyes that had wept tears, and Pawls 
body, that bore brands or marks of the Lord Jeſus, Ga/.6.17, 
ſhould be rewarded, and not a new made body,or new eyes, 1 {or. 
15.42, The Apoſtle pointing ac his own body, fairh, this corup- 
tible ſhall put on incorruprion, and chis mortal! ſhall put on im- 
mortality, oh 2. 19. Deſtroy this Temple, and I will raiſe it 
up ; meaning the Temple of his body, Sce alſo, Rem. 8, 11; 
7ohn 11.24. 

Q. Hewv doth it appear, that the bodies of Saints ſhall riſe the 
ſame bodirs,but with new qualities? 

A. The Apofile makes it appear by a plain ſimilitude, x Cor.15. 
35,37- of awheat-corn c{t into the exrth, which being rotten 
comes forth, not naked, hard,dry,and without life,as it was ſown, 
nor rotten as it was inthe earth; bar keeping the ſame ſubſtance 
and kind,ir comes forth with new qualities of cars,husk, and ſtalk, 
b:ing living, and full of juice; fo che ſame body in cumber ſhall 
riſe 2g:in, bu: with more gloriout qualities. 

Q. What are thoſe glortous qualities our bodies ſhall riſe with? 

A.1li:y are theſe. | 

1 Inci;rrop:-Þ'li:y, they ſhall not die any more, Mat.23.39. . 

2 Gioriouſneſle,they ſhall ſhire like che glorious body of Chriſt, - 

Phil.*.3t. 

3 Powerfuineſſe, it ſhall be raiſed in power, able to moys 

whether it will, 1 Cor.15.43.1Theſ 4.16 17. 

4 Spirituality, 1 Cor.15.44. not onely Secauſc it ſhall not need 
mea, crink, or apparrell ; bat alſo becauſe ic ſhall be like a ſpirir 
in th+ nimblen«fle of ies motion, 1 The/.4.1% 

QO. what fellows the Reſurreftion ? 

4. The lait and generall Judgement, Toh 6. 39, I will raiſe him 
up at the laſt day. 

O. who ſhall be juaged ? 

A» All perſons ſhall come to judgement ;- the godly having 
their ſinnes forgiven them, ſhall come to a judgement of triall, 

2 Cor 5.10./144.12,38, butthe wicked uno a judgement of con- 


demnation, foby 5.298, . 
F hs 
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. Q. Whoſhall be the [udge? 

A. Although che Trinity ſhall j1dge, yet the Exerciſe and Ad- 
miniſtration of ic is commirted ro the Sonne, obs 5. 22. 27. 
As 10.42. and 17. 31. He is moſt fir to be Judpe ; for as 
God he knows the ſecrets of all hearts, and ke is fic ro ſpeakto 
man, a3sbeing man. 

- Q. What are the r»les Chrift will proceed by in Iudgement ? 

- A. S1ch as never had the Scripeures ſhall be judged by the Liw 
writ in their hearts, they not having walked ſuitably thereto, 
Roms 2.13. and thoſe that have hai onely the old Teſtament, 
ſhall bz judged out of char, 7obs 5.45. and thoſe that have had 
the whole word, ſhali be j1dpged our of ir, Rom. 2.16. 

Q. !Yhat Will I:/u5 Chrift do after he ts ſet in Indgement? 

A. A\l ſhill be called forth, and the ſheep evidencing their 
faith in Chriſt, not onely by cheir words, Afar. 1 2.38. but alſo 
by their works, /fa7.25.35. ſhall receive the bleſſed Sentence of 
abſolution; Come ye »leſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdome 
prepared for you ; But the Goats having neither faith nor fruits, 
Atatthew 25.42,43. ſhall be ſoftrai:ly reckoned with, that they 
ſhall be called to an account for every ungoutly ſpeech, Mat- 
thew 12.37 Juae 15. and io ſhall receive that dreadfull Szntence, 
Depart ye cnrſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and 
hu Angels. 

Q. Put ſceing there are ſome Wretched men that deny the Scriptures, 
bow ſhall I know the Scriptures to be Goar word? 

A. There are many grouats co ſway :he Conſcience in belief of 
them, as, 

1 The witnefſ2 of Gods Spirit which is promiſed to be given 

toallrcheeleh, cogether withthe word, /a 69.21. 

2 As naturz'l b dies declare what they are; 3s Sunne, Moon, 
Starres, Fire, Water, Gold, Silver, Hony; fodoth the Word, 
Pſalw 19. 7,8 9. no bock but þ-earhs out holinefſe to the Lord, 
no Cizzpter hardly, bat takes off «nr i;-arts from the world ; it 
fers forth his infrnite mercy to his Sain's, and infinite juſtice co the 
wick=d. The Scripture is like the light which not onely ſhews 0- 
ther things, but ic lel/; 

3 The agreement of the Scripeures one part with another, 
: though the writers lives remote one from angther, and in ſeverall 
aces 
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2gei of the World, How could they have ſo agreed, were they 
not written by one Spirit? Seeing ewo Hiſtorians, if they write of 
any time or occurrence, through ignorance purtialicy, and forget- 
fulneſs, they will contradiQ eack other, if they be onely hnmane 
writers; beſides, for the old Teftament we have the J:ws, the ut- 
ecreſt enemies of Chriſtianity, witneſſing it-; and for the new, it 
do:h harmoniouſly agree with the old, 

4 The impurtialicy of the pen-men ; they ſpeak impartially to 
all, to Princes as well as beggers. David ſpeaks of his own mur- 
ther P/alm 51.14. Adeſes tells of the faulcs of his ownGrandfather 
Levi, Gen 49. 5 7. whereas men naturally raiſe up their Ance- 
ſtours to the higheſt. Paw! ſers forth his b'aſphemy and perſecu- 
tion, 1 7:99.1.13.. 

5 By the eng at which they aim; had theſe Pen-men wrote 
as men, th y would have lifted up themſcives ; but every book 
throws down man as low as hell,and exil:s God with the higheſt 
exce'lence, //a.40. 15,16, and gives the glory of all to God,1 Cor, 
15.10, + 
6 By the ſubje& mugter of the Scriptures. Hardly avy writings of 
men , but ſome lafts are ſcattered up a-d down, of Pite, 
vain-glory ; but in the Sctiptures every word is pare, Proverbs + 
30.5, more than filver ſeven times purified, Pſalm 12.6,7. had 
men writ it, they would never have tied theroſelves to ſuch ſtri 
oints, : 

" There are many things in the Scripture that could never have - 
proceeded fron the brain of mar;for eximple that in one eſsence 
or being , the Father, Son and Spirit ſhould ſubſift, char our 
b» iesturned co duft ſhoul | riſe ag:in ch- ſame in number,:ho! gh 
wich more glorious qualicies ; fo the incarnation of Chrift by a 
Virgin, for the appeaſiaz the Juſtice of God. So that all things - 
which befall a Chriſtian ſhall work co.echer for his good, in te- 
ference to- Salvation. If theſe. and many other things could not 
enter into. his brain, much leſs could they proceed from his pen. 
$ The p wer'ull «ff-ts the Scrip:ures have upon the C oofci= 
ence,prove them tO be of God for example they melt the heart 1n 
reading them, 2 Reg-- 22. 19. they ftrike 2 rerrour into. the 
hearts of the ungodly.No writings of men, can ſo awe the hearts - 
of men, as theſe, P/a/m11 93 11: 5 over-power the will. w_ 
=. verſe .: 
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verſe of ſelf-deniall will make « man part wich all his Eftate; 
Friends,and Life,znd what not? they work a wonderfall change in 
many perſons,cthat they are not the ſame they were;yea they quic. 
ken dezd hearts, and revive the dejeRted, Pſalm 119, 49, 50: 
H &0:4.12, 

0) The books themſelves bear witneſl: they are from God. In 
moſt books of Scriptures, in the entrance of chem, the names of 
the pen men, together with the Authour of the word, are ex- 
preſſed, See /er.1.1. Ezck. 1.3. Hoſea 1.1, Joel 1.1, &c, 

Bar you will ſzy, its poſlible for falſe writings to have ſuch Ti, 
tles prefixed, 

A. True, the name is not enough, were there nothing elſe, bur 
this being joyned with other figas, is of great force. Shall we 
believe Ariftorl:'. or Plate*'s works to be their works, when 
they have their names zflixt chereto, and ſhall we not believe 
the Scriptures to be of them whoſe Title they bear, that is 
the word of God by ſuch and ſach a writer ? 

10 The death and ſuff:rings of the Martyrs who have given 
their lives to ſeal the truth, proves them to be of God, Revelation 
6.9. and 20,4, Where we do ever find any to die, to defend the 
opinions of Plato, or the dreams of Xabewet? 

1t Satans malice proves it ; he nevever tempts usto unbelief of 
any writings ſave theſe. 

12 The fulfilling of the P:ophecies proves them to be of God, 
T/aiab, chap.44.28. named Cyrus, to be the deliverer of Gods 
people an hundred and ſixty years before Cyrws was born, Jere- 
ich ſet the bounds of ſeventy years to the Babilon» Captivity, 
Daniel lived onely inthe two firft Monarchies, the Ca/deav and 
Per/ian,yer be propheſies of the Grecran and Rewave Monurchies, 
So that Iſrael ſhould be in Egypr four hundred years, and then 
come out ; ſo that he chat ſtrould build Zericho, ſhould lay the 
foundation of it in his eldeſt fon, Jof. 6.26, compared with 1 XKiz. 
16.34, Pay! propheſied of DoAtrines forbidding Marriage and 
meats, 1 7m. 4, 1. And now it's come to paſsin the Papacy. 
Jaceb , Gen. 49. ſpeaks of all the portions his Children ſhould 
have, aſſigning to one the Corn. Countrey,to others the Sea,to 0- 
teers the vine- grounds, as they were after divided by lot certain 
hundred years after;how could he come to the knowledge there- 

of 
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of, but by kim that over-rules all lots? ſure they could not be ſug- 
geſted by any bur God, Who krew what he would do. The 
ſeeing ſo many of the Prophecies to be fulfilled, may aſure us al- 
10, that the reſt ſhall be fulfilled, and conſequently thatthey are 
all of God. 

13 Eicher the Scriptures muſt be of God 'or of man; not of 
man, becauſe they muſt be either of bad men or of good ; not of 
bad men, for they would never have foi bid evil ſo rigorouſly, nor 
command goad-ſo expreſly, nor aimed ſo at Gods glery ; nor of 
good men, forthey durſt not have belied God, nor rake the glory 
'o due to God (which is to rule in the Conſcience) unto them- 
{elyes therefore muſt they needs be of God. | 

14 The wonderfull preſervation of the Scriptures, notwirk- 
tanding, Tyrants exdvourto abol:ſh them, and Hereticks endea= 
your to corrupt rhem;yet have they been kept pure in both the O- | 
_ riginals: the ewo Tables writ by Gods own finger. Were laid upin 
the Ark, Deus. 10, 2. When Aaraſſes and xLmmor, that they 
might the better draw the pzop'e to Idolatry, had ſuppreftthe 
book of the Law; it pleaſed God in the dayes of 7oſab, that it 
was found in the ruines of the Temple, 2 Chrex. 34,14; Antioch, 
1 Mach 1.56,57, rent the book of the Law in pieces, and burnt 1£ 
inthefire, and made it matter of death for a manto have i Teſta» 
ment by him. D:eclef.4 the perſecuting Emperour forbad the 
uſe of the Scriptures, and burnt them ; yet were the Scriptures - 
Aill preſerved, ; 


If an Argument from man were any tt ing materiall,] might adae, 
that the Jewiſh Bible, Who arethe mitereſt enemirs of Chriftiarity, 
their old Teftameut agrees with urs ; and fer the truth of the Jewiſh 
Zible, they have teſtimony from the Sumaritans, Who were enemies to 
them, aud an irreconciliable rent made berWwixt them; yet in the 
Samaritan Bible (as ſeme of the learned affirm) there is no difference 
a1 all to any purpoſe, Aiſa the Conſent of theigedly Fathers ana ( vriſfti- 
ans from ChriSt his time, who have from hand ts hand ccliverea then 
10 5, aud enlightened them With their Commentaries, whoſe Commen= 
ries we have toſhewin every age, Well-migh from the Apoſtles time, 
[ere of whom confirmed the truth with their Lives and Liberty, 
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FEY Op doth it appear that there is a God? 
=g 4. Fromihecreation of heaven and earth, P/. 
I9. I+ Rom. 1.20. 

Q. YVYhat is God ? 

4A. A Spirit, lohn 4. 22. immortal, 1 Tim 6.16. 
infinite, 1 Kings 8, 27. knowing all things, Heb. 4. 13; and pre= 
ſentevey where, Pſ[alme 129. 7, 8, 9. ; 

Q. Horw doth this God ſubſiſt ? 

4A. In the being of Father, Son, and Spirit; who are all one 
God. r lobn 5. 7. 

Q, VVhether u the Father Son or Spirit greate#t ? 

A, There is an equality of glory, eternity, and power. in the 
Father, Sen, and Spitir, Rom. 9.5, Phil. 2.6. Matth. 28. 19. 
rlohns 7, | 

Q. How did God makg man at firil ? 

A, Pure 


- -, 
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" A. Pure and holy, Gen. t» 26. Eccleſ. y« 29» but we all fell 
In our firſt parents, Row. 5+ 124 13, 14+ 
_ Q.VPhat befell unto uw by Adams fall ? 
A.'T he judgement came upon all, to condemnation, Rom. 5. 
þ » 16. 
fe VV hat is the condition of every man ſince the fall of Adam ? 
A. Dead in treſpaſles and fins, and by nature children of 
' wrath, /ph. 2.1, 4. 
Q. V/ hat way is there to come out of this miſerable condition 2 
A, Onely by leſus Chriſt, Ads 4 12+ 
Q. VVhat are to conſider eſpecially in Chrift 2 
A, 1 His natures- 2 Hs cthces, 
Q. VVhat are the natures of Chriſt * 
A. They aretwo: 
1 His Godhead. 
2 His Manhood, 
Q. vVby was it needfull that he shenld be God? 
A. That he might make the ſufferings ot his Manhood of in» 
finite worth and vertue, Heb.y.' 4. Ads 20. 28. 
__ Q.yvhy wait needful that he should be man ? 
A. That he might dye and ſatxfie Gods juftice in the ſame 
nature that had offended, Matthew 20.28.1Corinthians,ly .21e22% 
Q. Vat are the effices of Chriit 2 
| A. They are three, 
' Q.pVhich are they ? 
His Kingly, prieſtly, and prophetical office. 
" Why was Chnrist a King £ 
A. That he may reign 1n the hearts of his people, Luke 19927, 
| andi inthe Churches, Pſ.2.6. 
Q. Why was hea Prophet? 
A. Toreveale his Fathers will; ſo that we are to hear him 
In all things, Ats3 22. Mat.17-5» 
Q. Why was be apri:ſt? 
A. To uffer lacritice tor the fins of his people, Heb.8.3.. 
Q, What ſacrifice did Chriit offer ? 
A. His own body on the c5ols, Heb.g.25.26, Wherewith he A 
appears 4 
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appears in Gods preſence for his people, Meb. 9. 24. his blood 
ſpeaking good things. | 

Q. V Vhat is faith ? 

A. A taking of Chriſt aza Lord and a Sayionr, and reſting 
upon his ſatisfaQion, Rom.7.4. Job. 1.12. Rom.10.7-8. 

Q. What accompanies juſtifying faith, without which-it is not in 
the ſoxl? 

A. An holy diſpoſition or intention of heart to confeſs the 
truth ofGod, though with rhe loſs of all we haye jn the world, 
Rom 109.10, Mat. 10. 34. 

Q. What is repentance ? 

A. Athorow change oithe purpoſes of the heart, whereby 
they are univerſally ſet againſt all fin, with an hatred of ir, 
Rom. 12. 2. As 2.38. 1/4. 30.22, ; 

Q. What meaſure of love muſt welovethe Lord with ? 

A. VVithaſoveraign love; better then father or mother, ſon 
or daughter, yea then our own lives, Mat.10. 27,158.39. 

Q. VVhat denial of Chriſt s that which sbuts perſons out of 
heayen £ BE | 

A. Habitual denial, or denial of Chriſt in the purpoſe of our 

| hearts; when we, for the ſaving of our lands, liberties, coun- . 
try, orlives, will deny Chriſt, or any part of his truth, Mar. 
10.32%. 2 Ti8.2-12, 

Q. What doth the Scripture reveal concerning ſpiritual life ? 

A. That whereas we are all dead men by Adamsfin and 
our own, When God pardons weare alive, Rom.5. 18. 

Q. What other life bath believers? . 

A. A life of holineſs, whereby believing ſouls are quickned 
pptoall the wayes of God, Rom. 6. 13+ 

Q. What ought to be the ground of 4 Chriftian mans obe- 
dience?. : | 

A, The command of Chriſt, which is the bond of the coy- 
ſcience, Rom.1-14. As 20.22, 

Q. What other ground is there ? 

A. The love of God, from whence out obedience ought to 
flo\v, Iohn 14.15. 2 Cor.5.t5. 

Q. V Vhat deth the Scripture reveal of the combate of Flech and 


Spine? | 
4, The. 


3. 4 Soul-ſrarching Cartebifes. 'Or' 

'A.The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the 
| Roſh, ſothat we cannot do the good we would do, Gal.5, 17. 

' Q. What may comfort in this combate Þ 

A. 1 That we conquer in Chriſt ourhead, 2 That we hate 
tbe evil! that we do, and lovethe good we do, and hunger arid * 
thick eo do the good we donor, Rem.7.15,16,17,18,19. 
Q. What « the danger of ſinning againſt Conſtience ? 

'A. Such ſhall be puniſhed with many ſtripes, Luke 12,48. 
| '©. What 6 it to live by faith? 

A. To reft oi Goes promiſe for every good thing, without ufing 

gnlawfull means, P/alm 84.11,12.T/4.28.16. : 
; 2 What # the neW Covenant ? 
| A, It is Gods work, whereby he not onely pardons all the ſins 
of alltheeleA,and gives them eternal life through the ſatisfaRion 
of Chriſt, but alſo promiſerh co take away their Rony hearts, and 
writes his Laws intheir hearts, and canſes them to relliſh and (a- 
your good things, and vouchſafes to be their God, and takes chem 
tO be his people, Hevb.8.10,11,12, 

Ounhat « Prayer ? 

A:Powring out of the Soul before God, 1 Saw.1. 15.P/al.62.2. 

'Q. hat are the parts of Prayer ? | | 

A. They are ſometimes divided in fonr parts, 1 75.2.7, yet 
may we reduce them to three parts : Firſt confeſſion of ſinnes, 
Secondly petition for grace and favours: Thirdly Thankegiving 
for benefics, To which we may adde intercefſions to turn away 
judgement. | 

Q. What principal Properties enght there to be in an holy 
Prayer? TED | 

A. '1t ought to be cfered from a believing ſoul, cMMart.21; 22, 
in tbe narwve of Chriſt, ?ob»16.23,24. fromthe Spirit aſſiſting with 
fighs and groans, Rom.8.36, for things according to the will of 
God, 1 fohn 5.14 

Qu- What # Baptiſm ? 

A. It is a fign of a Believers fellowſhip wich Chriſt in his death, 
buriall, and reſurreRionzthat as bis body is buried in water, ſo bis 
fins are buried through the ſatisfaRion of .Chriſt; and as he riſeth 
cn <4 the water, ſo he is bound to walk with Chriſt in -newneſle 

of life, Rom.6.3,4,5,6.Col,2e123 To AO 
Ws. Q. ho 


ks. 


f5 "Why ane ; RENT 
4. Thofe whoare made Diſciples and mike cſs ob 
their faith aad repentance, MadFo19 Mark, 41651 5116, Heb.ige- | 
22+ 4s Do 37-38. ; 
Q/ V Vhat js the endap)y the Lords Supper wat appointed? ? | 
A. For the continual remembrance of che facrifice of Chriſts 
death, and remiſſion of fi as which belieyers have cherein,1Cor, : 
11. 25, 26. | | 
What mul 4 Chr 4s, that be 1a recetpe Porthily or preps b 
.redly? 
i He aeſberamia himfels, whethet hie-be i in Chriſt, ang F 
whertherthe Spirit of Gad dwell in him, x Cor. Tt 2's, ESE Ye 
Q. What is the d miger of unworthy- receiving ? EE. - 
A. Temporal judgement; it they repent, eternal if they tes : 
pent not. _ -* : 
*Q, Wherefore art bands laid xpon bdlifyers after baptiſm ? 
"A. Thatthey may eceive a ____ iacreaſe of the Spirit - 
thereio, 2 Tim.1.6. ; 
Q. What is revealed conceriing Hieveſurreffion of the dead* 2 "Pp 
A. Thar all thallrile againz the godly to the reſurceion ef 
eternal lite, the wicked to che returreion of eternal dame - 
nation, Davy 12: 2..1oh, > ER 
Q. With what badies ball the Saints ariſe? + 
A. Wich che {arie'body in number but wich more glorious | 


qualities, 1 Cor. 15-42. 435 44+ 53+ Phil, 3521, 56 
. What ſaltews tbr reſwrrefion 2 | 


A, Fhe laſt judgement, wherein all ſhat! be jadgen of every: 
thing done inthe body, whether it be good or yi; 16h, 6. 40s... 
Joby 5: 28. 3 Cot. 5: I9. Repel, 30 125 131 14. 


-. 


- 


-” 


- 


I | * Fouls ery my 
HS 50k Porffenrn 2; read: fifteen bnndred, for without Jome naſ A 
EE. Feadoviti- (ame 1eajen« page 7Ie... 
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